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The Threefold Christ 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


E WAS a Prophet Yesterday, 
Foretelling future mysteries, 
Recalling lessons of the past 
And teaching man to learn of these ; 
And we may see His words fulfilled, 
And watch His prophecies come true, 
And know God’s purpose cannot fail, 
Nor any chance His plans unde. 


He is our great High Priest Today ; 
Within the riven veil He stands, 
The sacrifice forever made, 
The shed blood still upon His hands ; 
Those wounded hands our pardon win, 
His meditation cannot fail, 
Our Advocate pleads not in vain, 
Our Intercessor must ‘frevail. 


Tomorrow He willbe a King, 
In splendor rouRs with glory crowned, 
And every tongue shall hail Him Lord, 
While earth and Heaven with praise resound. 
Past, Present, Future, lo! He fills 
All time and all eternity ; 
All things forever He has been, 
And so forevermore shall be. 








Jacob’s Change 

. Selfish, deceitful Jacob is a picture of ali of us — 
‘by nature. His record for the first sixty years of his 
life is not a pleasant one. Covetous, lying, mercenary ; 
yet he had a certain faith in God, and God in his 
grace cared for him. Then comes a great crisis. of 
affliction. Rich in this world’s goods, but spiritually 
a pauper, he fears that Esau is about to slay him and 
his loved ones. In agony, the first prayer of humility 
and desperate need comes from Jacob’s lips and heart. 
He cries out to God: “I am not worthy of the least 
of all-the mercies . . . which thou hast shewed unto 
thy servant. Deliver. me, I. pray thee, from -the 
hand of- my brother” (Gen. 32:10, 11). The next 
night came the wrestling match at Jabbok. Jacob 
was helpless in God’s hands, and he made his full 
surrender, “He halted upon_his thigh” after that; 
he had his thorn in the flesh, doubtless for the rest 
of his life; but, physically lame, he now began to 
walk spiritually erect for the first time in his life. 


His deep and real humility showed itself when he 
met Esau; instead of a fratricide there was a love 
feast. God had changed Jacob’s name to Israel; be- 
cause he had surrendered all to God he was made “a 
prince of [or with] God.” A beautiful postscript to 
this record of the great change in Jacob is found 
in the inspired narrative. He came back to Bethel, 
where he had first seen God, His beloved wife Rachel 
had brought with her from her own home the heathen 
images or idols that had been there. Others in Is- 
rael’s company. had similar images. And at Bethel 
“Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were 
with him, Put away the strange gods that are among 
you, and be clean, and change your garments: and 
let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make 
there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I 
went.” The “strange gods” were all surrendered. It 
is a blessed and wonderful story, and God wants it 
repeated in the life of every child of his: full sur- 
render, and the giving up of every “strange god” that 
has come between Him and ourselves. Then indeed 
God will give us a new name and a new experience. 


x 


Why God is Merciful 
Ungodly people are the only kind that God saves. 


A tract bearing that title has had a blessed ministry 


in telling the Good "News. God is not merciful be- 


“cause men are good, but because men are bad. Christ 


did not come from Heaven to earth to look for right- 
eous men, but for unrighteous men. A good Chris- 
tian man, who knew the Lord as his Saviour and who 
gave generously of his time and strength and means 
to spread: the Gospel, once said: “When I think of 
God’s mercy to me, in spite of all my faults, I cannot 
withhold the little I can do.” That was a good way 
to put it, yet there is a better way. For God’s mercy 
is lavished upon us, not in spite of all our faults, but 
because of all our faults. It is our faults, our failures, 
our sins that require God’s mercy if there is to be 
any hope at all for us. God’s grace is lavished upon 


the undeserving. And that means all of us. The 
contrast between the human attitude in this matter, 
and God’s attitude, is brought out vividly by Paul: 
“Peradventure for a good man some would even dare 
to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:7, 8). Not, in spite of the fact that we 
were sinners, but because we were sinners, Christ 
died for us. And now that we are saved by faith 
in him, how does he care for us? In spite of our 
weakness ? No, because of our weakness. To every 
born-again child of God the Lord says: “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” Because we need everything, God gives 
us everything. “What a wonderful Saviour l” 


-_x— 
After Denying the Lord 


Simon Peter was not the only real Christian who 
has ever denied his Lord. It is to be feared that 
there is an “apostolic succession” in this respect that 
the church may well confess in shame; nor is it limited 
to apostles or leaders, but includes us all. Why did 
our Lord so emphasize the fact that Peter was to 
deny him three times before the cock should crow 
once? (John 13:38; 18:27.) May it not have been 
because the cock-crow stands for the dawn of a new 
day? John’s Gospel tells us, after recording Peter's 
third denial and the crowing of the cock, that. “it 
was early.” May not the emphasis on the cock-crow 
have been an intimation by our Lord that a new day 
was going to begin in Peter’s life, after these shame- 
ful denials three times repeated? If we know to our 
sorrow that we have denied the Lord, not once but 
many times, let us remember that he is longing to 
have us look to him for the cock-crow in our own 
lives, the dawn of a new day, when we shall be filled 
with the Holy Spirit and kept abiding in Christ, 
and there shall be no further denial of him who has 
saved us and who “is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.” 


The Secret of Missionary Success in Korea 


ERTAIN of the early churches were especially 
dear to Paul’s heart and no doubt deservedly 
so. The Thessalonians he describes as “ensam- 

ples to all that believe’ (1 Thess. 1:7), and of the 
Philippians he could say, “T thank a ‘God upon every 
remembrance of you” (Phil. 1:3). Such are our 
feelings toward various of the mission churches of 
today, pre-eminently among them the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea. 

What is the secret of its expansion and of its spir- 
ituai prosperity? We think of the great work of Bib- 
lical defense represented by such names as Zahn, 
Schlatter, Feine, Kuyper, Machen, and Wilson with 
admiration and. gratitude. . But the practical and ex- 
perimental exposition of Seripture in the lives of con- 
verted men is also a defense. of the first value. The 
Bible has made. the Church in Korea. The Church 
in Korea is the best thing:in Korea. Only the Bible 
could have founded -and nurtured it. Supposing Un- 
derwood and Avison had gone thither with Emerson’s 

“Essays” or Kant’s “Critique” to face the stoning 
and privations of this heathen land. The thought is 
inconceivable ! 

The greatness of this mission has been due to the 
fact that the Bible has been honored, diligently studied 
and taught, and consistently applied to the routine of 
missionary advance. Dr. John Nevius’ methods 
were essentially Pauline methods, and it was this 
great missionary who in 1890 came to Korea, on. in- 
vitation of the young pioneers just landed, and shaped 
their policies for them. Self-support of churches from 
the beginning. was the corner stone. Missionary itin- 
eration was put to the fore. Emphasis was laid on 
evangelism rather than on school teaching. “Better 
give up schools entirely than neglect the work in the 
country,” said Dr. Nevius. This emphasis has been 
followed, and today there are 7,000 centers of work in 








the country as against 225 in cities. In Japan on 
the other hand the Church is practically urban. 

There were no paid pastors until the Church itself 
was able to support them; no churches built until 
Church members themselves could erect them. Chris- 
tians were encouraged to abide in their calling and 
to evangelize friends and neighbors. It has become 
almost a tradition of the Korean Church that those 
who are not trying to bring others to Christ are not 
really ready for church membership, and many native 
-evangelists will not baptize until the candidate has 
shown his faith in this way. The result has been 
that most of the Korean churches have been founded 
by individual laymen, 

The Nevius method is immensely more difficult a 
policy than that of subsidizing native agents, but it 
is immensely sounder. It avoids many pitfalls. The 
local church is weakened when its natural leader ts 
taken for paid work. This setting apart of one as a 
paid teacher provokes to-envy, awakens mercenary 
motives in others, and checks voluntary unpaid effort. 
It gives to the heathen outside the impression of self- 
interest and professionalism, and if the paid worker 
has later to be dropped he finds it very hard to adjust 
himself to his old life again. 

Churches were started first in homes and were led 
by a layman. This has made it essential that-the laity, 
should be thoroughly trained. Candidates for baptism 
have been required to-go through a catechumenate 
of from six months to two years’ instruction. Teach- 
ing rather than preaching has been the ideal. Today 
over a large part of Korea Sunday morning is re- 
served entirely for the Sunday-school (the preaching 
service coming in the afternoon) and every church 
tember attends. The city of Pyengyang has a dozen 
Presbyterian churches. On Sunday morning ders are 
three Sunday-schools in each church, one for men at 
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nine, one for children at half-past ten, and one for 
women at noon. 

Church leaders are assembled periodically at mis- 
sion stations for intensive training. The Bible is the 
chief text-book, though there is also instruction in 
vocal music, together with a little history, geography, 
and general knowledge. Much attention is given to 
relating Scripture stories. In all Korean Bible study 
the memorization of Scripture takes an important 
place. 

Formerly in Korea a two weeks’ holiday was kept 
at New Year’s; in July, too, after the first rice-weed- 
ing, there is another intermission. These customary 
periods afford natural opportunities for Bible courses. 
Churches have learned that it is only right to set apart 
a special time in the year for this purpose. The classes 
continue all day, and the evenings are devoted to 
evangelism. Each farmer brings his own rice and the 
expense is little more than that of living at home. 
This gathering together of, hundreds of Christians 
creates an esprit de corps and makes of the whole 
church an army skilled in the use of the Word. 

Korea is a poor country and bitterly cold in win- 
ter. There are not many lands less favorably sit- 
vated for experiments in self-support. Yet of the 
2,265 church buildings in Korea only 20 have had 
foreign aid in construction, and of these 20 but a 
third of the cost was given. They were in a central 
station where more space was needed than the local 
church required. The Korean Church pays seventy- 
five cents to every dollar expended by the Board, and 
this includes the salaries of missionaries. Ejighty- 
seven percent of the self-supporting churches the 
world over of the American Presbyterian Board are 
in Korea. 

The Korean Church uses Dr. Nevius’ methods in 
its various foreign fields .(described in “The Korean 
Church and the Nevius Methods” 1). In West Man- 
churia it has 120 churches, all self-supporting, save two 
or three which work in unevangelized areas. In the 
Vladivostok area are 55 churches self-supporting ex- 
cept for’a subsidy of $600 from the Korean Church. 
The 12 churches on the island of Quelpart come within 
$325 of self-support. There are 27 churches among 
the Koreans in Japan. The Korean Church financed 
three men to open work among the: Chinese of Shan- 
tung. By 1923 they had 25 different meeting places 
with 19 schools, all self-supporting. 

In late years colonization methods have been pushed 
in the Taiku area. An active Christian family is 
sent into a town where there are no Christians. They 
are given a year in which to establish a congrega- 
tion, secure a permanent church building, and buy a 
bell. (A bell is needed as timepieces are rare.) In 
Dr. Clark’s field five. villages have been colonized in 
this way and three more are occupied. In every case 
so far, at the end of a year or somewhat more, the 
colonized family has moved on and the local converts 
continue services in the newly established church, 
The Korean Church as a whole cares for these colon- 
ists. It may be added that the Chinese Christians in 
Korea are active in evangelism and their work is 
Jargely self-supporting because of the Korean example. 

“The Korean Church,” writes Dr. Clark, “derives 
its power, its spirituality, its great faith in prayer, 
and its liberality from the fact that the whole Church 
has been saturated with a knowledge of the Bible. 
The great annual Bible classes are genuine power- 
houses of the church. Fifty thousand people have 
attended in a single year, some walking hundreds of 
miles. There are further fifteen Bible Institutes in 
Korea for more concentrated training of Christian 
workers. In these various ways lay preachers gain 
the wherewithal to feed their flocks. 

So convinced are the missionary leaders in Korea 
of the validity of the Nevius methods that they have 
a standing rule obliging newly arrived missionaries 
to study Dr. Nevius’ book and to take an examination 
m it with their language examination. The follow- 
ing summary gives again the main lines. 

1. Wide itineration in missionary evangelism. 

2. Self-propagation. Every believer a teacher of some 
one and a learner from some one. 

3. Self-government. Every group under its own chosen 
unpaid leaders. Circuit under paid helpers who will later 
yield to pastors. 

4. Self-support. Each group, as soon as founded, be- 
ginning to pay toward the circuit-helpers’ salary. No 
pas\ofs_ supported by foreign funds. Schools receive par- 
tial subsidy only at founding. 

.5. Systematic Bible study for every believer under 
his group-leader and ¢ircuit- helper and for every leader 
and helper in the Bible school. 

6. Strict discipline enforced by Bible penalties. 

The Korean Church is indeed primarily a Biblical 
church. It seeks first the kingdom of the Spirit and 
the desirable social fruits come along in due time, — 
orphanages, leper asylums (three with 600 inmates 
each), hospitals, trade schools, agricultural instruction. 
But these things are not talked about. They are in 
the background. Evangelism is the central thing, and 
some 40,000 preaching days a year have been sub- 


“The Korean Church and the Nevius Methods,” by 
Charles Allen Clark, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York City, $2.50.) 
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scribed ‘by Korean Christians. Dr. Nevius, the father 
of this mission method, did, however, more than any 
of his generation in naturalizing new fruits, grains, 
trees, and vines in China. He introduced the grain- 
cradle and most of the fruit orchards of Shantung are 
lineal descendants of the trees in his orchard. In like 
manner Mr. Lutz has been fighting apple blight in 
Korea and developing. a great apple industry, and is 
now starting the growing and manufacture of rolled 
oats. One may add that the Korean Church has 539 
primary schools with 12,943 pupils and 25 academies 
with 1,778 scholars. For this it raises $22,500 in gold 
annually. 

There is much of the “higher, holier, earlier, purer 
Church” in the Church of Korea. It stands for sep- 
aration from the world and therein is its strength. 
No one can be baptized who uses liquor or handles 
it in any way. Those who fail to observe Sunday are 
refused membership. All Christians are expected to 
maintain family prayers, and in fact do so in thou- 
sands of homes. The use of tobacco is frowned on; 
in the case of an elder or pastor it is considered rea- 
son for discipline. Divorce is not allowed save for 
one cause and marriage with unbelievers is counted 
sin. There is a story of a persecuted Protestant flee- 
ing France and halted by troops who inquired if he 
were a Huguenot. He denied that he was. One of- 
ficer remarked to another that it must be so as Hugue- 
nots never lied. So he was allowed to pass, but after 
a half-hour he returned and surrendered himself to 
ceriain death. There was a like spirit at the time of 
the Japanese persecutions of 1912. Torture was used 
on Korean pastors in prison. When they were re- 
leased some voluntarily condemned themselves to a 
term of suspension from the ministry for having spoken 
falsely under torture. Such is the new standard of 
trust set by Christ’s people in heathen Korea. Korean 
Christians are often subjected to persecution and stand 
up well under it. Families have been driven out of 
their villages into winter depths for accepting Christ. 
They have been denied the use of village wells. Chil- 
dren have been disinherited; wives beaten; evangclists 
stoned. Dr. Clark tells of a recent “colonist” in a 
heathen village who was beaten till blood ran so that 
he could no longer -stand.’ 

But with Pauline methods goes a Pauline spirit and 
the members of the Korean Church are able to say 
with Paul (Acts 20: 24): “None of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy.” 























Do Angels Sing? 


I notice you are anxious to have misquotations of 
Scripture pointed out. Therefore I trust you will 
excuse my mentioning that in the article by Dr. 
J. W. Weddell in THE Sunpay ScHoot TiMeEs of 
December 6 there is a reference to angels singing. 
Now Luke (2:13) describes the “heavenly host” as 
saying —not singing — ‘Glory to God in the high- 
est,”’ etc. 

If this is a correct translation of the Greek the 
point may be worth considering. 


In the first place, to convey this message to the 
shepherds by Speaking seems more gracious and inti- 
mate than to chant it to them like a choir at a cathe- 
dral service. 


Secondly, while there is a reference to singing by 
“the morning stars” (angels?) at the dawn of crea- 
tion (Job 38:7) before sin had occurred, while all 
was yet perfect, nevertheless I believe there is no 
mention in the Bible of any singing thereafter by 
any of the inhabitants of Heaven until we reach the 
period described in Revelations (14 and 15). Nor 
even there does it definitely speak of the angels sing- 
ing — although very likely it will be so. 

Perhaps singing ceased in Heaven when sin was 
found there (Ezek. 28:-15), and found in that very 
one whose duty it was to defend the Throne of the 
Holiest from sin (Ezek. 28:14)! 

Would it be wrong to wonder whether singing in 
Heaveh may not be ‘suspended now until Satan is 
overthrown, especially in view of our Lord’s words 
in Luke 15:7, as to the joy in Heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth? May there not be perhaps a 
corresponding sadness and awe over the terrible judg- 
ments to fall upon the unrepentant majority of man- 
kind? Let us not forget that there was a period of 
silence in Heaven when the seventh seal was opened 
(Rev. 8:1). I should be glad to know your views 
as to these suggestions—An Ontario reader. 


One of the Greek participles in Luke 2:13 inti- 
mates that the heavenly host that appeared with the 
angel at the time of the announcement to the shep- 
herds of the birth of Christ was indeed a heavenly 
chorus that burst out in a great volume of song. 
The English translation reads: ‘And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” It is 
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true that the heavenly host were “saying” what fol- 
lowed; but the Greek for the participle “praising” in- 
dicates that they were singing what they were saying. 
The Greek for “praising” is ainownton, from the verb 
aineo. This verb, as Thayer points out, has the mean- 
ing to praise, extol; and in such a passage as Revela- 
tion 19:5, with the dative of the person, God, it 
means “to sing praises in honor of God.” It seems 
quite Scriptural, therefore, to understand the record 
in Luke as telling. us that the great heavenly host 
of angels were singing praises to God, and that what 
they said as they sang was: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Other New Testament passages in which the same 
verb aineo occurs include the following: 

In Luke 19: 37 at the time of the triumphal entry 
of our Lord into Jerusalem, we are told that “the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise 
God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 
they had seen.” The verb shows that this was. not 
merely a talking and shouting, but doubtless an ex- 
pression of praise in singing, perhaps using some of 
the familiar Old Testament psalms of worship. 

In Acts 2: 46, 47, we are told that the early Chris- 
tians, filled with the Holy Spirit and rejoicing in their 
new and marvelous experiences in Christ, and ‘“con- 
tinuing daily with one accord in the temple, and break- 
ing bread. from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and 
having favour with all the people.” This undoubtedly 
included og worship as Paul later enjoined in Ephe- 
sians 5: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns “a spteitinal songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:19, 20). 

In Romans i. we find the injunction, quoted 
from Psalm 117: “Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles ; 
and laud him, “it ye people.” 

Again the same verb for praise or sing, ainco, 
occurs in Revelation 19:5, where we read: “And a 
voice came out of the:throne, saying, Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small 
and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

Let us be careful, by the way, not to fall into the 
common error that occurs in the letter given above, 
of adding an s to the name of the last book of the 
Bible, which is not Revelations, but Revelation. 

It is interesting to note that the Greek verb ainco 
is found in the Septuagint Version’ of the Old Testa- 
ment in 2 Chronicles 7: 3, at the time of King Solo- 
mon’s dedication of the Temple. After Solomon's 
prayer “the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s 
house,” and then “all the:children of Israel . . . bowed 
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the 
pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord, say- 
ing, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.” 
We know what a prominent place singing had in Old 
Testament worship. 

It would seem questionable to infer, from the Scrip- 
tural facts noted by the Ontario reader, that there 


~ has been no singing in Heaven since the fall of 


Lucifer (Satan). It is true that sin was permitted 
to enter there; it is also true that sin is far more 
rampant and dominant here on earth, yet singing is 
the privilege and duty of God’s children here in the 
darkness of this present age, and curely it may be 
much more so for the angels in Heaven. At any 
rate, whatever may or may not be the musical priv- 
ileges of angels, the Holy Spirit has made very plain 
that there is a blessing for the redeemed on earth in 
singing. The leading editorial of the last Music Num- 
ber of THE SunpAay ScHoot Times (September 27, 
1930) brought together interesting Scriptural facts 
showing the large place given to music by the Holy 
Spirit in the Scriptures. 


=< 
Misquoted Scripture 


The Times has published in several issues let- 
ters from readers giving Scripture passages that are 
frequently, misquoted. Other letters have been re- 
ceived, calling attention to similar misquotations, and 
they are. published in the hope that they may be help- 
ful to us all in seeking to use the Scripture accurately. 
The .Times will welcome further letters from. its 
readers on the subject. 


In a: long experience I have found out how easy 
it is to. quote impression and not correct. Scripture 
words. I always thought the Bible said God was a 
God. of order, and not a God of confusion, but turn- 
ing to 1 Corinthians 14:33, I find it says, ‘For God 
is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in 
all churches of the saints.’”—-A California reader. 


Here is one I have often seen misquoted in period- 
icals: ‘‘Abraham, the father of the faithful.” If 
there is such Scripture I have not been able to find 
it. The nearest thing I can find to it is Romans 
4:11, in which it is said, “that he might be the 
father of all them that believe.” Quite a different 
thing from “the father of the faithful.”—A Missouri 
reader. 
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Four Secrets of a Spirit-Filled Sunday School 


The letter S multiplied by 4 equals another S 











By Charles G. Trumbull 














there must be several vital factors in that »school. 

We might state the conditions of a Spirit-filled 
Sunday-school by four words each beginning with the 
letter S. 

The first is this: that the teachers and officers of 
the Sunday-school must be Savep. Perhaps some 
are wondering why such an obvious thing as this 
should be mentioned in a Fundamentals Convention. 
Is it possible for Sunday-school teachers not to be 
saved? 

Some years ago a young man in the business office 
of THe SunpAy ScHooL Times, who had been re- 
cently led to Christ and was on fire for the Lord, 
rejoicing in the marvelous experience of salvation, 
made it a point to ask a number of Sunday-school 
teachers in Philadelphia whether they were saved. He 
asked twenty-five teachers, of different churches and 
denominations. Twenty-three of that twenty-five did 
not know whether they were saved or not. This was 
in Philadelphia, the city of Sunday-schools. I do 
not mean for a moment that those teachers were nec- 
essarily not saved, but, according to their own answers 
to him, twenty-three did not know whether they were 
saved. So often people say, “I hope I am saved”; or, 
“I am trying to be.” 

It is rather important, is it not, if we are to have 
a Spirit-filled Sunday-school, that we should have 
saved teachers and officers directing the work and 
teaching the Bible in that school? So I believe 
that as we go from this Fundamentals Convention, 
back to our own Sunday-schools, it may be that God 
would have us quietly, tactfully, lovingly, and prayer- 
fully take steps to ascertain whether the staif, the 
teachers and officers of our own Sunday-school are all 
saved. These are days when every way but the only 
way to be saved is being brought to the front, even 
in the church. False cults are getting into the 
church, and people think they are saved in all sorts 
of ways when they are not. If our teachers and 
officers are saved, and know that they are saved, they 
will be able to lead others to the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and the essential thing is that teachers and officers 
shall be in the work of winning souls, in season and 
out. of season. 


A Sleepless Night — and a Whole Class Saved 


Many of you will remember the story of William 
Reynolds, who with B. F. Jacobs became one of the 
outstanding leaders of organized Sunday-school work 
in North America a generation ago. Some one, per- 
haps Moody, startled Reynoids by asking him whether 
every member of his Sunday-school class was saved. 
Reynolds was convicted by the realization that he 
had never asked any, of them if they were saved. 
He could not sleep that night. Soon he started to visit 
them, one after another, and in a few weeks’ time 
not only did he know the facts about his own large 
class, but he found that many were not saved, and 
God used him to bring every member of his class to 
salvation. Yes, a Spirit-filled Sunday-school depends 
first upon the fact that every one of its teachers and 
officers shall be saved, and that salvation shall be a 
primary objective and purpose of that school. We 
must know that our teachers are clear on the plan of 
salvation, and that they know how to tell it to others. 

The next vital factor is that they must be Sounp. 
If the school is to be Spirit-filled, the teachers and 
officers must believe the Book that the Spirit wrote. 
The Holy Spirit moved upon holy men of old and 
gave the Scriptures. All Scripture is God-breathed, 
and the Spirit-filled Sunday-school must be under 
teachers and officers who believe that the Bible is 
the Word of God, and who teach it because they be- 
lieve it is. We cannot hope to have a Spirit-filled 
school if we have on our teaching staff, no matter 
how sincere, earnest, faithful, or devoted, teachers who 
do not believe that the whole Bible is the Word of 
Ged, or who are in doubt about it. The very atmo- 
sphere these days is filled with the poison of doubt, 
suspicion, uncertainty, and confusion at this point. 

Do you know whether your own Sunday-school 
teachers and officers believe the precious fundamentals 
of the faith? Have you taken any steps to ascertain 
whether they do or not? Surely we ought to do this. 
If a man wants to enlist in the army or navy of the 
United States, or more particularly to receive a com- 
mission in the army or navy, the authorities take 
steps to ascertain whether he believes in the Consti- 
tution of the United States. If he frankly acknowl- 
edges his doubts about it, he has no chance of a com- 
mission. Yet teachers are being placed at the head 
of classes every week, almost every day, without any 
steps being taken to find out if they believe in tlte 


I WE would have a Spirit-filled Sunday-school 


During the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Convention held in Los Angeles last June, during 
the week of the Nineteen Hundredth Anniversary 
of the Day of Pentecost, one day was given to 
the theme “ The Holy Spirit and Children,” and 
Sunday-school work had a prominent place. The 
Editor of The Sunday School Times had the 
privilege of speaking on the question, “ What 
Makes a Spirit-Filled Sunday School?” This ad- 
dress, as stenographically reported at the time and 
now revised, is published here as suggesting certain 
factors that would seem to be vital to the Sunday- 
school at its best. 


That part of the original address which gave 
some rather shocking: quotations from current 
Sunday-school literature in contradiction of the 
Scriptures, showing how watchful pastors and 

perintendents must be today if they would keep 
such teachings out of their schools, together with 
information concerning safe, Scriptural lesson 
helps, will be found in the article immediately 
following this on the next page, “ Are Your Sun- 
day School Helps Safe or Dangerous?” 











constitution of the work to which they are committed 
—the Bible as the Word of God. 

There are some schools that ask each teacher and 
officer to sign a doctrinal statement annually. One 
of these is the Sundzy-school of Dr. Mark A. Mat- 
thews’ church, the First Presbyterian of Seattle, which 
was described in THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times of 
October 11, 1930, under the title “A Sunday School 
Five Thousand Strong.” What better doctrinal state- 
ment could we have than this little slip that gives the 
doctrinal position of the Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation? It reads as follows: 


I. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments as verbally inspired of God, and 
inerrant in the original writings, and that they are 
of. supreme and final authority in faith and life. 

II. We believe in one God, eternally existing in 
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

III. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, and 
is true God and true man. 

IV. We believe that man was created in the image 
of God, that he sinned and thereby incurred not 
only physical death but also that spiritual death 
which is separation from God; and that all human 
beings are born with a sinful nature, and, in the case 
of those who reach moral responsibility, hecome sin- 
ners in thought, word, and deed. 

V. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures as a repre- 
sentative and substitutionary sacrifice; and that all 
that believe in Him are justified on the ground of 
His shed blood. 

VI. We believe in the resurrection of the cruci- 
fied body of our Lord, in His ascension into Heaver, 
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest 
and Advocate. 

VII. We believe in “that blessed hope,” the per- 
sonal, premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

VIII. We believe that all who receive by faith 
the Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy 
Spirit and thereby become children of God. 

IX. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the 
just and the unjust, the everlasting felicity of the 
saved and the everlasting conscious punishment of 
the lost. 


What Do the Teachers Believe? 


Will all those in the Convention this morning who 
are connected with a Sunday-school that requires 
every member of the staff to sign a doctrinal state- 
ment declaring all the fundamentals of the faith kindly 
raise their hands? (Twenty-one persons responded, 
in an audience of one thousand or more.) 

Is it not true from this showing that there is need 
for an answer to that question, “Does every officer 
and teacher in my Sunday-school believe in the whole 
Bible as the Word of God?” We are taking very 
serious chances in our schools by placing teachers 
without knowing just what they believe. If you have 
noticed that there is a lack of spiritual power and soul- 
winning in your Sunday-school, may it not be that 
this is the reason? 

Cannot a person be a Christian if he is not clear 
on the fundamentals? Yes! Doubtless many true, 
born-again children of God are uncertain about, or 
may even deny, some of the fundamentals of the faith; 
we must not for a moment suggest that they are nec- 
essarily not saved. A man is saved the moment he be- 
lieves John 3:16. But to be a teacher of the Word 


of God ise a very different thing from being merely 
a Christian. We commit the eternal welfare of souls 
to teachers who in many cases are actually ignorant 
of what the Word of God is and what it teaches. Let 
us make sure that our teachers are sound in the faith. 
If we would have a Spirit-filled Sunday-school we 
must have a sound Sunday-school. 

The late Hugh Cork, Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
State Sabbath School Association, and later on the 
office staff of Tur Sunpay Scuoot Times, once 
wrote to the largest Sunday-schools in North Amer- 
ica, schools enrolling from one thousand up to per- 
haps five thousand in membership. He asked what 
they believed, and he discovered an interesting fact. 
There was not a single very large Sunday-school in 
North America that was a Modernist Sunday-school. 
The Modernists have no large Sunday-schools. Every 
large school believes in the Fundamentals of the faith. 
This is an encouraging fact. 

Be very careful to know that the literature you 
are ‘using is soynd. Are you examining the lesson 
helps that your teachers are using? Do you examine 
them in detail? Many have felt that when literature 
came from their denominational headquarters it was 
all right, yet today scarcely any of the helps coming 
from the larger denominational headquarters of the 
evangelical churches are entirely true; some are put- 
ting out Sunday-school literature that is terribly un- 
true to the Word. 

In our office we keep lists of Sunday-school litera- 
ture that can be recommended, in order to answer 
letters from correspondents who write asking where 
they can find safe helps. We seek to answer such 
letters carefully and prayerfully. The number of 
available sources for- sound Sunday-school literature 
has been growing steadily less in the past ten years, 
and we have had to drop many from our lists and 
regrettfully refrain from recommending these to our 
readers. (Quotations from Sunday-school literature 
that will startle many, together with names and ad- 
dresses of sound publications, are given on the fol- 
lowing page just after this article.) 


What Is the Best Course of Lessons? 


You may ask, “What is the best course of Sunday- 
school lessons?” Any course that is true to the Bible 
is good. But it seems to be a fact, attested by many, 
that the most satisfactory course for general Sunday- 
school use is that of the International Uniform Les- 
sons. I have had occasion to examine these lessons 
closely and critically: for a good many years, and I 
have no hesitation in saying that the lessons now 
provided are the finest that have ever been put out 
by the Committee in the half century or more since 
they were begun. To quote from a recent editorial 
discussion of the subject in THE SuNnpay ScHOooL 
TIMES: ; 

Many years ago there may have been some reason 
for the criticism that the Uniform Lessons followed 
“hop, skip, and jump methods,” but that criticism 
failed to have any reasonable basis of fact many 
years ago. It would be difficult to find, or arrange, 
any course of Sunday-school lessons covering large 
and unbroken sections of the Bible more satisfactorily 
than the Uniform Lessons. Thus the first six months 
of 1930 were given to the study of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew, not a single verse of this Gospel being omitted. 
The first six months of 1931 are devoted to the study 
of the entire Gospel: of Luke,—omitting only one 
short verse in the entire Gospel, and that verse will 
be covered by the helps in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times. Over and over again in recent years and 
earlier the Uniform Lessons have thus given whole- 
book studies. 

When providing valuable studies in Bible doctrines 
or practical topics of Christian living, the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee of course brings together 
in a lesson series the Scriptures from many different 
parts of the Bible, for that is the only. safe way to 
study a doctrine or a subject. It is a welcome fact 
that the International Uniform Lessons do this from 
time to time, in valuable studies of important doc- 
trines and subjects, to the great blessing of those who 
use these lessons. THe SuNnpAy ScHoot Times 
called attention to the lessons of the First Quarter 
of 1929 as “perhaps the richest, most searching and 
rewarding studies of great fundamental truths of the 
Word that have ever yet been brought together in a 
Uniform Lesson Course. It would seem difficult or 
impossible for any group of men to have brought 
together varied Scriptures from.the entire Bible on 
such topics as Our Heavenly Father, Sin, Christ the 
Saviour, The Holy Spirit, The Holy Scriptures, Re- 
pentance and Faith, and Prayer, that would open up 
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the deep meanings of these great themes more richly 
and comprehensively than has been done.” 

Another important and really momentous fact should 
be taken into account. Cercain “Modern” and ‘“Lib- 
eral” leaders in religious education constantly seek to 
disparage the Uniform Lesson principle for Sunday- 
school study, and urge the adoption of various Graded 
Courses. 

Statistics printed by various denominational pub- 
lishing houses show that over sixty percent of all 
lesson helps used are based on the International Uni- 
form Lessons. Nearly all of the interdenominational 
publishing houses providing helps for Sunday-school 
teachers use the International Uniform Lessons, and 
the annual volumes for Sunday-school teachers, such 
as Peloubet’s Notes, are also based on the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. In view of these facts it is 
safe to say that seventy-five percent of the Sunday- 
schools are still using the International Uniform Les- 
sons above the Junior Grade. 

Nor are the Uniform Lessons used only by those 
who have not yet “awakened” to the suppesed neces- 
sity and advantages of the Graded Lessons, as some 
would have us suppose, but they are used by great 
numbers of Sunday-school workers who have tried 
the Graded Lessors, have studied, investigated, and 
tested the claims made for them, and have found them 
seriously lacking in advantages to be had only by the 
use of Uniform Lessons. One of the great objections 
to the Graded Lessons is the fact that they are so 
largely based on principles rooted in modern educa- 
tional theories that conflict with the principles. of 
Scripture in dealing with human nature. This means 
that they are spiritually defective in vital ways. 

Another essential factor for the Spirit-filled Sun- 
day-school is that the teachers and officers should be 
SURRENDERED to the Lord Jesus Christ. They should 
be SAvEb; they should be SouNp; and they should be 
SURRENDERED. Are we holding up too high a stand- 
ard? “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead” (Rom. 6:13). “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ‘ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 
12:1). We cannot reasonably serve our Lord until 
we have done that; and Sunday-school teaching is 
certainly a service. Use the word “sacrifice” if you 
would rather call it that; lives put on the altar, re- 
joicing that because Jesus Christ is their Saviour they 
are baptized into his death. We must, of course, be 
very loving and tactful in taking up a matter of this 
sort with individual teachers or officers. But surely 
every Sunday-school superintendent and pastor, look- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ing to God for guidance and help, should prayerfully, 
lovingly, earnestly see to it that every one respon- 
sible for the salvation and Christian training of the 
Sunday-school membership should have made a per- 
sonal surrender to the mastery of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Another vital condition is that of the SEPARATED 
life. The separated life is only another word for 
holiness. Practical holiness is what it has been called 
at the Keswick Conventions for the past half-century. 
Some people are afraid of being too holy —but did 
you ever see anyone who was afraid of being too 
healthy? And that is what holiness méans — spiritual 
health, having the life of God, the life that is Christ. 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” “To me to live 
is Christ.” Let us not be afraid of that word “holi- 
ness.” It has been brought into disrepute by fanatical 
and unscriptural teaching and practices; but God says, 
“Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16). It is not 
optional; it is a command. 

Are all Christians Spirit-filled? We can all answer 
about ourselves. We know that we have grieved the 
Spirit, and ofttimes quenched the Spirit; and at such 
times we were not Spirit-filled. But God graciously 
makes it possible, no matter how many times we have 
grieved and quenched the Spirit, to be filled with the 
Spirit again. But let us remember that it is very 
possible to be absoiutely sound in the faith intel- 
lectually and quite unsound spiritually. It is possible 
to “believe the Bibie from cever to cover” and yet 
be harsh and unlovely, pugnacious, un-Christlike as 
we drive home the fundamentals to others. If we do 
indeed believe the Bible from cover to cover, we must 
include that great thirteenth chap.er of 1 Corinthians, 
where we read that “love never faileth,” but suffers 
long, and is kind; neither does that love rejoice in 
iniquity. It would seem that some Fundamentalists 
love nothing better than to discover heresy, — but we 
are enjoined to “rejoice in the truth.” There is a Fun- 
damentalism of spirit as well as of mind. It is possible 
to have a sound brain and an unsound heart. May 
God forbid that Fundamentalists should be right in 
their brains and wrong in their hearts; for only those 
Sunday-school teachers who are sound in their hearts 
aS well as in their heads, rejoicing in the Lord 
moment by moment and showing forth his never-fail- 
ing love, can make the Spirit-filled Sunday-school. 

SAVED; SOUND; SURRENDERED; SEPARATED; SPIRIT- 
FILLED. Let us pray for Sunday-schools with these 
heavenly characteristics. All their other problems 
will melt away before the sunshine of these five 
blessed S’s. 














Are Your Lesson Helps Safe or Dangerous ? 








SuNnpAY ScHooL TiMEs, shows the vital im- 
portance of examining closely the lesson helps 
that may be in use in any Sunday-school. The field 
today is literally flooded with Sunday-school helps 
of a startlingly unscriptural character. These are issu- 
ing from many different denominational headquarters 
and from other sources. There are also to be had, 
from both denominational and interdenominational pub- 
lishing houses, helps of soundly Scriptural teaching. 
Information concerning both kinds is given here. 
The following are verbatim quotations from recent 
issues of Sunday-school literature from various de- 
nominational and other publishers: 


Ts: foregoing article, by the Editor of THE 


“Christianity after all is only one of the many re- 
ligions through which man today is reaching toward 
God” 


“It is well to emphasize the horizontal movement 
of religion because in it can be found the truth that 
this lesson and the entire course is seeking to bring 
out, namely, that all mankind is bound together in 
a great natural cause—the seeking and finding of 
God. We. are all on a great quest, and this common 
quest binds us together as children of one Parent.” 


“‘The lesson for- next week, ‘Early Gropings for 
God,’ deals with man’s search for God through the 
“The crude religions of primi- 
tive man are gropings for God.” 

Under the. head of “Other Semitic Religions and 
Judaism” is the following: “Notice should be taken 
that the religion of the Hebrews is included in this 
group [the Babylonians, Assyrians, Phcenicians, etc.] 
and the aim therefore should be, not to show the He- 
brew religion as contrasted to the others of this group 
as if it were an outside religion, but to depict it as 
emerging out of this group and gradually becoming 
superior to these other religions.” 

“He [Abraham] was chosen because of his high 
idealism and life purpose.” 

“Scientists who are seeking to find all the facts 
about nature are also trying to find nature’s God. The 
young person who knows that scientific men of learn- 


ing are going to nature to find God will have more 
assurance in going there on the same quest.” 

“Jesus, brooding in the desert, felt distinctly the 
urge of a power within him, which the Gospel writers 
call the Holy Spirit, guiding him to the right; and 
just as truly did he feel another force fighting within 
which the Gospel writers call Satan, the Deceiver, 
calling on him to yield to self- gratification.” 

On Luke 4:18, recording our Lord’s ministry at 
Nazareth: “Then comes the announcement of Jesus’ 
ideal of helpfulness there, based on the famous passage 
in Isaiah 61. The announcement falls flat, his pro- 
gram is rejected, and Jesus meets his first failure.” 
A little later it is called “this effort of Jesus.” 

Senior pupils are told: “Somehow we do not think 
of Jesus as depending upon his environment, but he 
did. He was influenced by it in the way he thought 
and acted.” 

“While Jesus always trusted the fundamental char- 
acter of his friends, he never hesitated to speak, even 
severely, to them of their faults.” 

Teachers are advised, when teaching the lesson 
“What Makes 2 Home Christian?” as follows: “It 
would seem best at this point not to introduce any 
question as to the peculiar nature of Jesus, lest the 
teacher obscure the fact that he lived a natural life 
in an average home. For this purpose it is probably 
well to omit at present the story of Jesus’ visit to 
Jerusalem at twelve years of age.” 

“The life, the teachings, and the person of Jesus 
are of invaluable assistance to man in his reaching 
for God.” 

“Jesus is the Way — who embraces in his revelation 
the experiences of the race in its long evolution.” 

“The student o-.ght to be left with a respect for 
other religions as well as with a feeling that he still 
has something to offer in his religion that will lift 
other people nearer to God.” “To the Buddhist the 
Bo tree corresponds to the Christian’s cross.” 

Typical of much literature provided for Sunday- 
school use today is “The School Bible,” published 
by the Nationai Sunday School Union of London, 
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England. It is a book of more than five hundred 
pages, and gives the text of the Scriptures in copious 
passages throughout the Old Testament and the New. 
But in the selections of Scripture making up this 
book for Sunday-school study it is significant to note 
the following omissions : 


Of the 27 mentions of the blood of Christ in the 
New Testament from Romans to Revelation, 24 
have been cut out. The verses on His blood in 
John 6 have been cut out. 

Of the 23 mentions of “hell” in the New Tes- 
tament, Authorized Version, 21 have been omitted. : 

Most of the passages on Satan, his work and 
doom, have been omitted; of the 27 mentions of 
“devil” and “devils” from 1 Corinthians to Rev- 
elation, 26 have been cut out. 

The passages in the New Testament on the re- 
turn of the Lord have been cut out from Romans, 
2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, 2 Thessa- 
lonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, 2 Peter 
and Jude. That is, every passage mentioning the 
coming of our Lord has been cut out from eleven 
books of the New Testament. 


An Adult Bible class monthly published by a large 
denomination in the United States, in an article on 
“The Sense in Which Jesus is Saviour and Lord,” 
commeniing on Luke’s description of the birth of 
Christ tells us: ‘“To understand the original Chris- 
tian announcement it is necessary for us to release 
our minds from two influences that tend to obscure 
its meaning. One influence is that of poetic imagery; 
the other is that of tradition. , . . If we can forget 
this imagery and tradition, then we can see for our- 
selves the meaning of the original Christian announce- 
ment.” 


“Probably the chief message of Christmas is the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.” 


“The natural tendency for man_is the upward look.” 


In comment on the sin of Achan and the divine 
punishment of his entire family by death (Josh. 6 and 
7), we read: “In the early days God’s righteousness 
concerns itself with breaches of vows to Him as War 
God. ‘Fhe spoil is to be sacrificed to the god of bat- 
tles. Failure leads to God’s interference in their cam- 
paign. They placate His wrath by sacrificing not 
only the guilty man, but his perfectly innocent chil- 
dren. This is obviously a very crude stage in religious 
development. It will be very irreligious of us to 
try to believe that God wanted the spoil, that God 
caused them to be defeated, or that God required the 
death of Achan,» still less of course did God require 
the death of those innocent children.” 


In comment on the death of Eli’s two sinful sons 
(1 Sam. 3 and 4), we read: “Did God cause the 
death of Hophni and Phineas? The answer is firstly 
that this story has to be regarded as a parable. Sec- 
ondly, God never causes anyone’s death directly, but 
the laws of nature, which are God’s laws, eventually 
weaken and destroy all wickedness.” 


Of the Genesis ‘account of the fall of Adam and 
Eve we read, in an Adult class monthly: “It is told in 
story form, and evidently we are not asked to regard 
it as literal history, but as an Old Testament example 
of the method of teaching which Jesus adopted, namely, 
by parables.” 


It is a matter for thanksgiving that we may turn 
away from such faith-destroying and Scripture-reject- 
ing teachings as these and find Sunday-school lesson 
helps that rest wholly upon the Word and seek to de- 
clare without compromise ‘the whole counsel of God. 
There are a few sound lesson helps published by 
denominational boards, including those of the Stand- 
ard. Publishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, on both 
the Uniform Lessons and the Departmental Graded 
Lessons. On the Uniform Lessons Scriptural helps 
are. published also by the following: Union Gospel 
Press, Box, 680,. Cleveland, Ohio; Christian Alliance 
Publishing Company, Third and Reilly Streets, Har- 
risburg, Pa. 

Various interdenominational magazines publish 
sound helps on the Uniform Lessons, including the 
following. (There. may be unintentional omissions 
from this list, and the Times will welcome informa- 
tion about any such, which will be considered for 
early, publication.) | 


‘Christ Life, 410 Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh. 


Evangelical Christian, 366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, 
Ontario, Can. 


Grace and Truth, Denver Bible Institute, 2047 Glen- 
arm , Place, Denver, Colo. 


The I'lustrator, Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
Chicago, and Toronto. 


King’s’ Business, Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
536 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Moody Monthly, Moody Bible Institute, 153 Insti- 
tute Place, Chicago. 


Our Hope, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 

Revelation, 525 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 

Serving and Waiting,, Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1723 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 

The Sunday School Times, for teachers and oldes 
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pupils; and Christian Youth, for young people, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
Wonderful Word, 800 North Clark Street, Chicago. 
Annual volumes of Uniform Lesson helps, sound in 
the faith, include the following: 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary, Fleming H. Revell 
Co. 
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Bible Study Helps, by Marion McH. Hull, M.Sc., 
M.D., Walter W. Brown Publishing Co., Atlanta, Ga. 

A Daily Digest of the Sunday School Lessons, by 
Amos R. Wells (same publishers). 

The Gist of the Lesson, by R. A. Torrey, Fleming 
H. Revell Co. 

Peloubet’s Notes, W. A. Wilde and Co., 131 Clar- 
endon Street, Boston, Mass. 








and gave them wisdom from above 








A General Signs the Porteous Release 


How God protected their three faithful Chinese friends 


By A. B. Lewis 














How many of us, if we had been taken for a spy, would have the coolness to reason with captors who said they 

**would rather shoot a thousand innocent men than allow one guilty one to get away’’? That is just what 

Mr. Chen did on one occasion, and he actually reasoned his bloodthirsty guards out of their deadly purpose. He 

had many other wonderful escapes, and when the Communist General showed surprise at his courage, Mr. Chen 

gave a clear testimony to the power of God. In this fifth article of the series Mr. Lewis tells of the bravery and 
tact of the Porteous’s three friends, which had much to do with their final release. 


Chen decided to hire a boat, and try to make 

their way up the river. This proved to be 
God's leading, and an excellent plan, for they sailed 
up to within a short distance of the city of Pingkiang 
to find that a battle was actually in progress between 
the Fifth Army and the Government troops. The 
boat anchored about a mile or so from the city, and 
they lay there in the river with bullets flying over 
their heads, waiting for the opportunity to proceed on 
their way. After waiting an hour or two the Gov- 
ernment troops were defeated, and retreated from the 
town. Our brethren and their coolies then went 
bravely forward into the city, and actually met Gen- 
eral Peng Teh-hwai himself at the crossroads in the 
center of the city. He was greatly astonished to see 
them, and still more astonished to see their bearers 
with six loads of medicines. 

He greeted Mr. Chen in an almost friendly manner. 
“Why, Mr. Chen, where did you come from?” 

“We have come from Changsha, General, and we 
lave brought with us the medicines you demanded 
of us.” 

“Well, however did you manage to get through?” 

“The Lord our God helped us,” said Mr: Chen. 

The General looked at him, and then said, “Well, 
thank you very much indeed. This is truly splendid. 
You have helped us greatly by this, and we are most 
thankful to you. These medicines will be worth sev- 
eral thousand dollars to us. I have had over three 
hundred men wounded in this engagement, and these 
medicines will be invaluable to me just now.” 

He then inquired as to how much money they had 
brought with them, and they told him. that right 
here was the great difficulty. The China Inland Mis- 
sion had replied that they had absolutely no money 
for ransom, but the personal friends of Mr. and 
Mrs. Porteous had done their very best, and made a 
personal contribution out of their own private funds, 
and sent all that tMey had. They explained to him 
that missionaries do not receive large salaries or 
save up money. They are not capitalists, and have 
no capital to draw upon. They then handed him the 
letters they had brought, and when these had been 
read the General expressed his disappointment that 
no money was forthcoming. The members of his 
Staff, though loud in their praises of the brethren 
for the clever way in which they had got through, all 
said that it would be impossible to grant a release 
to the captives unless more money were forthcoming. 

Our brethren remained there with them two days, 
seeking to prevail upon them to give the order of 
release, and on the morning of the third day, when 
the army was about to move off, Mr. Chen - again 
boldly tackled the General, and spoke to him some- 
what as follows. ‘General Peng, may I beg to ask 
what you will do now about this order of release? 
We have risked our lives, as you know, to bring this 
medicine to you, and you have been very grateful to 
us for it, and now you are-sending us back absolutely 
empty-handed. The friends of Mr. and Mrs. Porteous 
have done their utmost in procuring for you these 
medicines and this money. Will you not kindly exer- 
cise your clemency and give us the order of release 
we are asking for?” 

The General hesitated for a moment, and then asked, 
“Have you got any paper?” 

Mr. Chen instantly produced his pocketbook and 
pencil, and on a page torn from this pocketbook the 
General wrote an order to the Yungsin Communists 
that Mr. and Mrs. Porteous were now to be released. 
This he sealed with his*own personal seal, and handed 
it to Mr. Chen, and our brethren brought it back 
in great triumph to us, their hearts overflowing with 
joy and praise and thanksgiving for the way the Lord 
had guided and prospered them. 

Great was our joy in Changsha when they returned 
bringing to us this precious little document. We in- 


Actes some little delay Messrs. Hwang, Yu, and 


stantly made up a small package of clothing and some 
food for the journey, and they left almost immediately 
to go to Yungsin where our friends were imprisoned. 
This entailed several days’ journey over most dan- 
gerous mountain roads infested by evil men. How- 
ever, by the good hand of the Lord upon them they 
reached Yungsin in safety, and there presented Gen- 
eral Peng’s order to the leaders of the Government 
in that city. The Soviet Committee of Yungsin met 
together to consider their reply, and then informed 
our three brethren that they were unable to comply 
with this order of release. They said that they had 
with them in Yungsin very many wounded and sick 
soldiers belonging-to the Fifth Army, and they needed 
medicines for them. They had ordered Mr. Porteous 
to write a letter to the heads of the China Inland 
Mission asking for ransom money, and they had had 
no reply to this letter. They were in need of funds 
and medicines, and until these had been given they 
would not be able to release the missionaries. Our 
devoted brethren continued with them for five days, 
beseeching them and reasoning with them, hoping that 
they would relent, but they were obstinate in their 
refusal, and finally the brethren decided that it would 
be better for them to return. They were not per- 
mitted to see Mr. and Mrs. Porteous, but were given 
a letter from him, which he had been asked to write 





Passport for Mr. and Mrs. Porteous's release 


in Chinese. This was signed by him and was clear 
evidence that he was still alive. 

For the return journey the brethren decided to 
divide up; Messrs. Hwang and Yu returned via Hunan, 
and Mr. Chen returned by way of Kian and the Kan 
river. On the border of Hunan the two brethren were 
seized by the local militia, and charged as spies. It 
would have gone hard with them, and might have 
meant the loss of their lives, had not a local Chinese 
Christian happened to hear that two men accused of 
being spies had said that they were Christians, and 
had come from Yungsin after making negotiations 
with the Communist leaders there for the release of 
Mr. and Mrs. Porteous of Yuanchow. This Chris- 
tian brother immediately decided to go and investi- 
gate. He found that the brethren had been bound and 
thrown into prison, and after a little conversation 
with them he knew that they really were Christians 
and that their story was true. Upon this he went to 
the officer in charge and told him he was quite sure 
these two men were Christians, and that it was quite 
true that there were two missionaries in prison in 
Yungsin named Mr. and Mrs. Porteous. The case 
had been reported in the Chinese papers, and would 
be known to all who had been reading these papers. 
Upon this the brethren were set free and allowed to 
go on their journey, 


i) 


Our friend, Mr. Chen, also met with some difficulty 
in passing through the lines of the Government troops 
around Kian. He was seized by the officer in charge 
of one of the outposts, and sharply interrogated by 
him. He was in possession of two passports, one 
from the Hunan Provincial Government, and another 
from the Kiangsi Government, but the officer informed 
him that his passports were not in order and were 
worthless. The Kiangsi one was already out of date, 
and the Hunan passport was of no use in Kiangsi. 
He then told Mr. Chen, “You are in a very danger- 
ous position. Our orders at this outpost are to shoot 
all those who have not papers that are thoroughly in 
order. We never waste words, and our practice is 
to shoot immediately. Two days ago a woman was 
shot at this place, and yesterday we shot two men. 
However, you seem to have an honest face, and I 
think [ll pass you through. However, let me warn 
you to take great care and not run such risks as these 
again.” 

I met Mr. Chen at Nanchang, the capital of Kiangsi, 
and together we hurried off to Hankow where we 
took further counsel as to the next step we ought to 
take. After much prayer we decided to refer the 
matter to General Peng Teh-hwai, and beg him to 
send another letter, in more explicit terms, to the 
Soviet Government in Yungsin. A letter was pre- 
pared by Miss Nina E. Gemmell with the help of Mr. 
Chen, in which the whole of the circumstances were 
very courteously and tactfully explained to the General. 
Miss Gemmell also thanked him profusely for all the 
kindness and consideration that he and his Staff had 
shown to her and to Mr. and Mrs. Porteous, and 
begged him to use his influence with the Yungsin 
Soviet Government to procure the release of her be- 
loved friends. She informed him that she and her 
friends had truly done all that they could and used 
all their available funds, but that they would certainly 
endeavor to comply with the demand of the Yungsin 
Government for medicines, but would be quite unable 
to contribute any more money. This letter had to 
be carried to General Peng, who at that time was 
supposed to be somewhere on the border of Hupeh 
and Kiangsi. The problem of how to find him and 
of how to cross the lines between the Government ter- 
ritory and that of the Communists was a very diffi- 
cult one, but in answer to prayer God once more led 
our brother by the right way, and he went by a 
straight path to the very place where General Peng 
was encamped. 

The General was greatly astonished to see him 
again, and on hearing the circumstances that had 
brought him there, and the details of his journey, he 
put his hand on his shoulder and warmly commended 
his courage. He said to him, “Mr. Chen, however 
do you manage to do it? These roads are most dan- 
gerous to travel.” 

Mr. Chen replied to him quite frankly, “General, 
the Lord helps me.” 

General Peng is supposed to be anti-Christian and 
atheist, yet as he looked on this young man and heard 
his reply he said to him, “Well, Mr. Chen; I believe 
your God did help ,you.” 

He then read the letter from Miss Gemmell which 
she had written to him with her own hand. He was a 
little amused at the simplicity of its style, and yet evi- 
dently much impressed with its tact, its spirit, and tone. 
When he had finished it he said, “Well, they say these 
foreigners are Imperialists, but it is evident that there 
is nothing imperialistic about this.” He promised 
immediately to write a letter to the Soviet Govern- 
ment in Yungsin, and did so at once. It was a sol- 


* dier’s letter explaining in a few brief words the cir- 


cumstances of the Army to date, and what had been 
accomplished by them. In the final paragraph he re- 
ferred to the two missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Porte- 
ous, whom he had handed over to them, and asked 
that they be released immediately. 

Mr. Chen read the letter, and then ventured to bez 
that the General would write a little more explicitly, 
and in a friendly manner, using some nice words ex- 
horting them to comply at once. 

The General replied, “I am not a man who is given 
to using nice words, you had: better take Miss Gem- 
mell’s letter with you. There are all the nice words 
that you require there. Let them read that. How- 
ever, I will give you another letter if you wish it.” 
And he immediately called his secretary and com- 
manded him to write in suitable terms, telling the 
Soviet Government in Yungsin that these missionaries 
really had no money, and it was useless to expect any 
further remittances from them. They had already 
given medicines to the value of several thousand dol- 
lars, and they would now be sending them a further 
supply to Yungsin. On thes receipt of these they 
were requested to release the missionaries without 
further delay. 

While waiting in General Peng’s camp at this time 
Mr. Chen got into conversation with a group of officers 
on the General’s Staff. They frankly admired his 
courage and tenacity of purpose, but asked him, “Why 
do you risk your life running to and fro through alf 
these dangers just for a couple of foreigners?” 

Mr. Chen replied, “I love Mr. and Mrs. Porteous 

(Continued on page 75) 
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Have You Tried These Plans in Your School? 


Ways of working that have been found successful by experienced teachers and superintendents 














Gleanings from Live Sunday Schools 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 
T: ERE is a Sunday-school in Texas that places 


such importance on the attendance of entire 
families that each week recognition is given in 
the church bulletin of such families. 

And there is another school in Illinois that empha- 
sizes the same thing, —attendance of entire families, 
and places the name of such families on a beautiful 
wall chart. : 

And there is a school in Philadelphia where several 
young married men asked that a class be organized 
for young married people. Now this group is one of 
the strongest in the church organization. 

And there is a Home Department in Bethlehem 
Presbyierian Church, Philadelphia, with more than 
a thousand members. Not content with this great 
number a hundred Quarterlies are sent each year to 
the Eastern Penitentiary where an “auxiliary” has 
been formed. 

And there is a Home Department in Dania, Fla., 
where the officers made a house-to-house canvass of 
the community, after dividing the city into sixteen 
districts, and secured many new members. 

And there is a school in Miami, Fla., that provides 
gas for the car of the Home Department worker so 
that she may make frequent calls upon the members. 

And there is a school in Coral Gables, Fla., that 
provides an automobile for the use of the superin- 
tendent in order that more personal work may 
done. 

And there is a Sunday-school in Philadelphia that 
promotes teacher with scholar until now in the Adult 
Department men and women are being taught by the 
same teacher they had when entering the school! 

And there is the Alpha Baptist Sunday School of 
Philadelphia that during the past twenty-three years 
has taken into church membership more than one 
thousand of the boys and girls who were in Sunday- 
school. 

And considerable interest in ‘the opening service 
of a Pennsylvania school has been aroused by having 
different groups responsible for conducting it one 
Sunday each month. It is always a surprise number, 
no advance notice of the change in leader being given, 
so scholars come regularly in order to be present on 
the special occasion. 

And a Sunday-school in Illinois voted to forego a 
special treat and use the money to purchase a large 
silk flag for the platform. 

And a church in Stamford, Neb., requires each 
teacher and worker in the school to sign a worker’s 
contract which definitely sets forth their duties. 

And a Baptist school in Miami, Fla., with a corps 
of about two hundred workers, always has a waiting 
list of applicants, even though a teacher is asked to 
agree not to dance or play cards during his or her 
term of service. ‘ 


CoraL GABLES, FLA, 
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Taking Care of Bible Maps 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


APS bought for a certain series of lessons may 

be used again and again if carefully preserved. 
We obtained a set of inexpensive maps which the 
classes themselves backed with thin muslin. We keep 
them flat in a large drawer when not in use with a 
heavy slab of wall board on top of them so they are 
always straight and smooth. On this cardboard is a 
chart with a space for the letter given to each map, 
and. spaces for the names of those who remove the 
maps and for check marks when the maps are re- 
turned. ‘ 

Each map has a name by which it is known, such 
as “Paul’s Journeys” and “Old Testament Palestine.” 
Each map and its duplicate has a letter, such as A, 
B, C, to distinguish it from the others. 

When a teacher goeg to the drawer for a map she 
enters her name and the date of withdrawal under 
the name and gives the letter. Then when she returns 
the map she checks off her name, showing that it is 
in file. 

When she finds no map in the drawer such. as she 
desires she looks at the record and finds out who has 
one. She may be able to borrow the copy for the 
day or part of the lesson period. She may find the 
class has finished with the copy and has failed to re- 
turn it to the file. If she borrows temporarily she 
returns ft to the class who is responsible on the rec- 


ord, but if she takes it definitely she must enter her 
own name and the date on the record and check off 
for the class she borrowed from. 

By this system we can locate any map at once, and 
if it is not in use secure its use temporarily at least, 
for few classes use the maps every Sunday or for 
the entire lesson period. 

Our maps all have good rings at the top for hang- 
ing, every classroom has two small nails just right 
for hanging and in a convenient place. All maps are 
uniform as to rings, so that they can be hung safely 
in any room without strain or wrinkling. We have 
used the same set of maps eight years. Many are 
still in good condition. 

Bou.per, Coto. 


How We Taught Bible Verses 
By Linda DeArmond 


OMETIMES teachers find it very difficult to teach 

Scripture passages to the small children in the 
Beginners Department during their one short period 
each Sunday. The older children naturally grasp 
the words more readily, while the younger ones only 
get a word here and there. 

Some one suggested that the verses should be mailed 
home to the parents or a typewritten copy be given 
each child to carry home to Mother. We tried both 
of these ways, but the verses were either lost on the 
way home or mislaid after reaching home. 

Parents always seemed glad to know what their 
children were learning in Sunday-school, and made it 
a point to drop in when possible, but many were de- 
tained because of smaller children in the home who 
could not be left alone, therefore they were not help- 
ing their little ones with the verses. e 

We were learning a “Bible Alphabet” as well as a 
prayer and did need the assistance of the parents. 
We puzzled our brains to know just how we could 
help the three-year-olds. After walking up and down 
in the five and ten cent store we came to a counter 
covered with picnic plates, cups, and the like. Why, 
there was the solution to our problem! Right before 
us were picnic plates with pretty colored edges, among 
which were bread and butter plates. We had a num- 
ber of verses typewritten and pasted them in the cen- 
ter of the plates. The verses were in this form: 


A—“All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord.” 
B—“Be ye kind one to another.” 
C—“Children, obey your parents.” 


All the verses were selected with a purpose: to teach 
the child something that would help build a good 
foundation. 

In order to insure the delivery of the plates to 
Mother, we punched two holes near the rim of the 
plate and tied something fast to it—a peppermint 
wrapped in paper, a bit of taffy, a crayon, something 
different on each plate. As we learned the verses 
a plate was given to the child to take home to Mother, 
and the child was told she was to be given the pack- 
age at the top, and Mother was to keep the plate for 
her and teach the verses on it. If they saved their 
plates, by the time they learned the A, B, C’s in 
Scripture passages, as well as the prayer, they would 
have six or eight plates for a party. 

When the first plates were carried home the mothers 
were delighted and were glad to co-operate. The 
plates were not easily lost. In fact the mothers saw 
that their children were present so they could get the 
whole set of plates. 

We have also noted the difference in recitation. The 
older children are proud to tell you they know the 
verses on all the plates perfectly, and the smaller 
ones have also improved in recitation. 

If you do not have the necessary time to prepare 
the plates yourself you might ask some Junior Society 
or Christian Endeavorers to make them up for you. 

Perhaps the question of the small expense of the plates 
may bother you. Just suggest to some of the fathers 
that you are trying to give the children some real 
training through this method and we feel sure they 
will be sufficiently interested to help .out in a fine way. 

If there is a special hymn you wish the children to 
learn just have copies made and paste them on the 
larger plates and you may be sure they will reach 
home safely and receive the necessary recognition by 
the parents. 

This plan helps with attendance, and enlists the in- 
terest of the parents and children. 

SWARTHMORE, Pa. 





A Sunny Classroom 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


CLASS of young women whose room was none 
too sunny and cheerful decided to see what they 
could do to improve matters for the coming season. 
They could not have the walls decorated but found 
they could be wiped down, which improved them greatly. 
The walls were a yellow tan. The girls bought paint 
themselves and applied it to the wood trimming mak- 
ing it a rich buff which was almost orange. 
_ For the windows they bought a soft tissue gingham 
in apricot shade which looked all right from the 
outside. They made a flounce to run across the top 
in apricot and yellow and white checked gingham, 
and used the same material for bands to loop the 
curtains back. 

The chairs were the ordinary slat folding chairs, 
neither pretty nor comfortable. Each girl bought 
enough thecked gingham to make a slip cover for 
her own chair and the class bought enough for two 
extra chairs. 

They used pieces of discarded bed comforters or 
made pad cushions to reach from the top of the back 
to the front edge of the seats and fastened these se- 
curely to the seats before they put on the covers, thus 
making the uncomfortable seats far more comfo~table 
to use. The slip covers could be readily taken off 
and washed. 

Their round table was painted yellow shaded to 
deep apricot toward the edges and was edged with 
deep red. A white crocheted centerpiece completed 
the table, with a glass vase in which they kept a win- 
ter bouquet of the crimson and yellow everlasting 
flowers. 

The floor was painted a good warm buff and a rug 
of yellows and browns and deep rich reds, woven from 
rags the girls sewed themselves, covered the center 
of the floor inside the circle of chairs. 

Aside from the chair covers the girls provided them- 
selves, the class spent only six dollars making this 
dingy room one of the prettiest in the building. 

Bou.per, Coto. 


How to Use Posters 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


Wwe rolls and posters have made for themselves 
a definite place in the equipment of the modern 
Sunday-school. They are used for all phases of ad- 
vertising, instruction, information, and interest-making 
projects. Special days and events are advertised more 
widely perhaps by means of a poster than by any 
other method. Be it a class social, a special day 
service, a contest, or a picnic, the poster will carry 
the message. All sorts of information are imparted 
by the illustrated poster, and it is not alone with the 
groups of younger children that this method is em- 
ployed. T..e superintendent brings home a missionary 
message by means of a poster; the teacher of the Bible 
class illustrates his point by using an illustrated poster. 
How many ways there are of clinching a lesson by 
entering the mind and heart by way of the eye 
gate! 


Rolls of many kinds are in use: there is the home-_ 


made roll on which are written the names of the 
Cradle Roll babies; the purple and white roll where 
we find the members of the Home Department listed; 
the temperance roll on which is inscribed the names 
of the pledge signers; the honor roll which so proudly 
displays the names of all who have maintained a cer- 
tain required standard. In one school hangs a roll 
the caption of which is self-explanatory: “EVERY 
MEMBER OF Our Famity Is A MEMBER OF THE SUN- 
DAY ScHoot.” In another school it was an honor to 
have your name on the Rally Day chart which was 
kept on the wall for a year, or from one Rally Day 
until the next. And in.order to have your name on 
that chart there was just one thing to do—be sure 
that your parents were present on Rally Day. 

Beautiful birthday posters, changed perhaps each 
month, record the names of those having a birthday 
in the month. Then there is the poster calendar 
where we find listed all the church and Sunday-school 
activities for the month. The missionary poster is a 
silent preacher, giving a sermon to all who pause and 
read the message. 

Usually in every school there are one or more per- 
sons particularly gifted in the making of posters. 
Have them responsible for supplying such as may be 
needed. The use of posters is one way of making 
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your school an interesting place and causing it to be 
talked about. “It pays to advertise,” and well-made 
posters do this very thing. 
Cora GABLES, FLA. 
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An Orderly Dismissal for Little Folks 
By Lee McCrae 


fe trying several plans for the dismissal of 
children in a department that combined both Pri- 
mary and Beginner pupils, we found this one worked 
best : 

Our sixty pupils had been graded as carefully as 
possible, chiefly according to age, and the class work 
had to be done in groups in the one large room. Ajiter 
the closing exercises — always brief, of course, —we 
sent out the oldest class of girls, led by their teacher. 
Then the oldest boys whose teacher preceded them, 
and then, class by class, the Beginners last of all, and 
in every case we waited in silence until each group 
was through the door into the wide hallway. 

This kept the classes sufficiently apart tp prevent 
disorder, and the older ones were on the outside ready 
to take charge of the little brothers and sisters when 
they appeared. The presence of the teachers also 
served to keep order and see to it that no child was 
started home wnescorted. : 

The trouble with much of our marching in Sunday- 
school in which the tiny ones take part is that the 
smallest ones are sent first, when they do not know 
what is expected of them and are, as a rule, too timid 
to do it if they do know. They are not leaders but 
imitators. A processional into the “big church” mzy 
be reversed, the older ones leading the way and do- 
ing the best singing (naturally), taking the back 
seats upon a platform, and forming the background for 
the gradual entrance of the younger ones, the tiniest 
tots completing the picture as they file into the front 
rows of seats. It is not the common method of pro- 
cedure, and is all the more effective because it is 
different. As a plan of dismissal we know- it works 
better than any other our school has tried. 


PASADENA, CAL, 
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What a Budget Did for Our School 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


ee years ago our school appointed a chairman 
of the budget who was also to act as supervisor of 
supplies and equipment and who was a member of 
the Committee of Religious Education. Since that 
time the school has paid off a $200 debt, and paid 
$560 to date for improvement to the plant and extra 
equipment, besides keeping up the necessary running 
expenses of the school and paying $400 a year to 
missions. All this has been done with the regular 
weekly offerings, except that four special offerings 
are taken each year to help out the missionary fund. 

To do this satisfactorily a budget has been planned 
a few weeks before the beginning of each Sunday- 
school year by the chairman of the budget working 
with. the Committee on Religious Education. The 
first item in the budget of course is the supplies which 
must be ample to care for the needs of the school. 
The first two years the debt loomed large in the bud- 
get, but after that it wa$ never seen again, In its 
place stood a substantial sum for improvement to the 
plant and equipment. 

The first year’s budget read about as follows: 








nore Coe: OPS ae ee he ae ee $ 425.00 
WPIMMAANERS  .536 xara red Che a See be 2S 400.00 
Leadership. trang 2.0555 06.6 hes cee 50.00 
ee errr ree 150.00 
Etat ass Steer g Wore Sarees Sie 83 23.00 
SUMS Fai iio he Tabb ala Bb a ses 25.00 

$1075.00 

The fifth year’s budget read as follows and the 
third and fourth nearly the same. 

SiOBe cys tions Geis Rate hie werd ve aes $ 425.00 
MisSIONS ....seesceccscescccscececs 400.00 
Leadership: training | 2.5 5 3250.6. 056 ce 50.00 
EntertainanGnt: —-.3636 63.5 sa Te eee sie ers 35.00 
Equipment and improvement ....... 150.00 

$1070.00 


Before the second year was half gone the debt was 
wiped out, and we had more than $60 to begin our 
improvement plans. Most years we had a little extra 
to add to our improvement plans. 

Now to make sure we should have the money for 
our budget we asked each organized adult class and 
each department to accept a quota for each Sunday 
of the year. After they had turned over their quota 
to the school they kept what was left over from their 
offering for class or department uses. Thus we were 
sure of about $15 regularly every Sunday of the year, 
for regular expenses exclusive of missions. Our spe- 
cial missionary offerings ran to about $100 each time. 

The quotas varied with the attendance, of course, 
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but ran about as follows: Men’s Class $2.25, Wo- 
men’s Class $2.25, Young Married Folks $2, high 
school group $2.75, Juniors $2.50, Primary $1.25, Be- 
ginners $1. 

It is surprising how easily a budget may be-worked 
when this plan is closely adhered to for several years. 

The first improvement plan we carried out was to 
divide several large open alcoves into two or three 
smaller classrooms closed in completely with a win- 
dow in each, thus providing us with ten rooms for 
high school pupils where we had had but three closed 
rooms before. 

Our next venture was to build portable partitions 
on piano rollers enclosing nine Junior classes in al- 
coves, with a window and four solid walls for each 
class. These screens or partitions fold up so that 
the whole set takes no more room than one large 
class table. They are easily moved by one person. 

Our third venture was redecorating all the Sunday- 
school rooms including one hundred and twenty kin- 
dergarten chairs which had been done in four different 
colors, making them all lovely and fresh and uniform. 

About half the labor was donated, cutting down 
substantially on the cost. 

Besides the above items we also put blackboards in 
every classroom, provided some new tables and screens 




























* ve 


and other necessary equipment to bring our plant up 
until it is the best in the city. 

This year the church assumed all the Sunday-school 
expenses, allowing us a definite sum of $1,035 for the 
year. The Sunday-school offerings are now made di- 
rectly to the church which we feel is good training for 
the children. About one-third of the Sunday-school 
children now have made pledges and take the envelopes 
and keep their pledges paid up weekly. We hope 
to increase the number from year to year, as the idea 
gains in favor. 

The chairman of the budget still has a work to do. 
The budget must be just as carefully planned, the 
items must be just as carefully watched that no one 
item in the budget be permitted to encroach unduly 
on the others. He must see that each department of 
the school and each organized class looks after its 
pledges and that the loose offering is kept coming in 
in just proportion to the attendance in the class or 
department. 

This first year the church seems to be getting quite 
a bit more money from the Sunday-school than is being 
used by the school. Perhaps another year we shall 
feel brave enough to ask for a slightly larger sum for 
our budget. 

Bou.per, Co.o. 














A General Signs the Porteous Release 
(Continued from page 73) 











better than I love my own parents. I do not find it 
any difficulty to run risks on their behalf. I am only 
too glad to do all I can to help them.” 

Afterward one of the officers remarked that there 
must be something in the Christian religion if it bore 
such fruits as these. At this some of the officers re- 
plied, “Well, don’t we know that all this talk of re- 
ligion is mere superstition, just so much dope for the 
unlearned and ignorant?” But there were others 
again who supported the first speaker, and asked the 
question, “Can you.say there is nothing in it but 
superstition when it produces such results as these? 
We should be glad to see such a spirit among us 
Communists, and we should very soon attain our 
objective if we had it!” 

We believe that this object lesson of faith and love 
has not failed to impress many in the Communist 
Army, both officers and men. They have seen the 
power of the Gospel manifested in the lives of both 
missionaries and Chinese converts, and there are many 
who are honest enough to recognize it. Will not 
readers pray for them? 

Mr. Chan immediately returned to Hankow, 
was seized by Government troops near Tayeh, 
accused of being a Communist spy. His position 
a very dangerous one, for these men informed him 
that they would rather shoot a thousand innocent men 
than allow one guilty one to get away. Mr. Chen, 
however, was able to persuade them to take him to 
their officers, and he was marched through the town 
by two soldiers with the muzzles of their pistols close 
against his back. After a careful explanation to the 
officers in charge of this post he was once again re- 
leased, and he returned to us with great joy. He was 
full of praise to God for the wonderful way in which 
He had guided him and protected him on this perilous 
journey, and eager to start off immediately to Yung- 
sin on what he hoped would be their final journey. 

The medicines had already been prepared, and the 
three brethren, with beaming faces, left immediately, 
traveling by way of Nanchang and the Kan river to 
Kian, which place is two and a half days’ journey 


but 
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Letter written by Mr. Porteous at the demand of the 
Yungsin Communist Government 


overland to Yungsin. On arriving at Kian with their 
precious loads they interviewed the officers in com- 
mand of the Government troops in that place, and 
begged them to provide official guarantee of safety in 
passing through their lines. The officer in charge re- 
plied, “We certainly cannot give you any such guar- 
antee. Fighting is going on everywhere, and it is 
quite impossible for you to get through. You are 
attempting a very foolhardy thing, and I simply tell 
you to keep out if you value your lives.” Our friends 
thanked him, and next day left without the guarantee, 
and by God’s protection passed safely through the’ 
Government lines into the Soviet territory. They were 
soon, however, to meet with fresh difficulties, for 
toward the close of the first day they -were met by 
a regiment of Soviet troops who, of course, chal- 
lenged them and inquired of them what was _ their 
mission. Hearing that they were carrying medicines 
to Yungsin they immediately proposed that they should 
share these with them, and for a time the situation 
seemed very critical. They had already taken one 
box, which happened to be the one containing also the 
money which the party were proposing to use to tip 
the guard and provide expenses for their return 
journey. It is by no means easy to reason with men 
oi this class, in fact it is very dangerous to do so 
when they have set their mind on a thing; but by 
making tactful representations to the senior officer in 
charge, and presenting him with a small supply of 
medicines, they were able to recover their box and 
once more continue their journey, 

On arriving in Yungsin they handed over the medi- 
cines and presented the letters we had written, and 
General Peng’s letter, to the Chairman of the Govern- 
ment there. A meeting of the Soviet was called, an 
after due deliberation they informed our brethren that 
they would not be able to comply with the request 
for the release of the: missionaries, as no funds had 
been given them. The position was indeed a difficult 
one, but Mr. Chen interviewed the Chairman of the 
Government privately, and was able to elicit from him 
an assurance that he himself personally would have no 
objection to granting the required release, but he in- 
formed our brother that it would be necessary for 
the whole Committee to be in unanimous agreement 
before the order could be given. Mr. Chen then beg- 
ged him to use his personal influence with the other 
members of the Committee. He pointed out that it 
was now a personal matter between them and General 
Peng Teh-hwai, who had definitely asked that they 
would release the missicnaries, and it would seem to 
be a discourteous act to refuse to comply with the 
request of a man so influential as the General of the 
Fifth Army. Finally the Chairman agreed to use his 
influence with the Committee, and to do his best to 
persuade them to carry out the General’s wishes. On 
the following day another meeting was called, the 
result of which was that the Committee agreed to 
issue the necessary order. There were still a few 
who seemed not to be heartily in favor of this, but 
they probably deemed it politic not to oppose openly 
a request from General Peng Teh-hwai himself. How- 
ever, it was made known when the missionaries had 
been released they could be killed without fear of in- 
quiry, on the way out. Notices to this effect were 
actually posted in certain places along the way, and 
the outward journey proved to be the most difficult 
and dangerous that they had experienced during the 
whole time of their captivity. 


(To be continued) 
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LESSON 8 FEBRUARY 22. JESUS BEARING THE GOOD TIDINGS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 8 


Golden Text.— He went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God.—Luke 8: 1 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 And it came to pass afterward, that 
he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God: and the twelve were 
with him, 

2 And certain women, which had _ been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary 
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven 
devils, 

3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza 
Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many 
others, which ministered unto him of their 
substance, 

4 And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of 
every city, he spake by a parable: 

5 A sower went out to sow his seed: 
and as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side; and it was trodden down, and the 
fowls of the air devoured it. 

6 And some fell upon a rock; and as 
soon as it was sprung up, it withered 
away, because it lacked moisture. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and 
sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 And it came to pass soon afterwards, 
that he went about through cities and vil- 
lages, preaching and bringing the + good 
tidings of the kingdom of God, and with 
him the twelve, 2 and certain women who 
had been healed of evil spirits and infirm- 
ities: Mary that was called Magdalene, 
from whom seven demons had gone out, 
3 and Joanna the wife of Chuzas Herod’s 
steward, and Susanna, and many others, 
who ministered unto *them of their sub- 
stance. 

4 And when a great multitude came to- 
gether, and they of every city resorted 
unto him, he spake by a parable: 5 The 
sower went forth to sow his seed: and as 
he sowed, some fell by the way side; and 
it was trodden under foot, and the birds 
of the heaven devoured it. 6 And other 
fell on the rock; and as soon as it grew, 
it withered away, because it had no mois- 
ture. 7 And other fell amidst the thorns; 
and the thorns grew with it, and choked 
it. 8 And other fell into the good ground, 
and grew, and brought forth fruit a hun- 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

9 And his disciples asked him, saying, 
What might this parable be? 

1o And he said, Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in parables; that seeing 
they might not see, and hearing they might 
not understand. 

11 Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the word of God. 

12 Those by the way side are they that 
hear; then cometh the devil,. and taketh 
away the word out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe and be saved. 

13 They on the rock are they, which, 
when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, which for a 
while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away. 

14 And that which fell among thorns 
are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection. 

15 But that on the good ground are 
they, which in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


—_ He that hath ears to hear, let him 
ear. 

9 And his disciples asked him what this 
parable might be. 10 And he said, Unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God: but to the rest in 
parables; that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing they may not understand, 11 
Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God. 12 And those by the 
way side are they that have heard; then 
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word 
from their heart, that they may not be- 
lieve and be saved. 13 And those on the 
rock are they who, when they have heard, 
receive the word with joy; and these have 
no root, who for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away. 14 And that 
which fell among the thorns, these are they 
that have heard, and as they go on their 
way they are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection. 15 And that in the 
good ground, these are such as in an hon- 
est and good heart, having heard the word, 
hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with 
* patience. ; 

1Or, gospel. ? Many ancient author- 
ities read him. * Or, stedfastness. 














































































































































































And when he had said these things, he dredfold. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O GET the children to pay attention tc and 
respond to God’s Word. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 2—Mary called Magdalene. There are six 
women named Mary who are mentioned in the New 
Testament. 


(1) The mother of James, “the other Mary,” and 
the wife of Clopas. 

(2) The sister of Martha. 

(3) Mary of Magdala. 

(4) The mother of Mark. 

(5) The Mary saluted by Paul. 

(6) The mother of the Lord Jesus. 


The town of Magdala is only mentioned in the New 
Testament once. (Matt. 15:39). The corresponding 
passage in Mark 8:10 gives “Dalmanutha.” From 
this we may conclude that the two places were near 
together. Probably they lay near the southeastern 
corner of the Sea of Galilee. The name Magdala is 
derived from the Hebrew word migdol which means 
a watch tower. Two or three towns of this name are 
mentioned in the Old Testament. This particular 
Magdala seems to have borne an evil reputation in 
the minds of the Jewish rabbis. The terrible fact 
here related about Mary does not, however, really lend 
any countenance to the idea that she was the prosti- 
tute referred to in 7:37. The use of the English word 
“Magdalene” as the appellation of a hospital or house 
of reformation for such poor women is an unfortunate 
iristance of erroneous nomenclature. 


Verse 3.—Joanna. This name is full of interest. 

(1) It shows that even in the king’s court there 
were people who came under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(2) It explains the frequent references to the hap- 
penings in Herod’s court which occur in this Gospel. 

(3) It suggests a linking up with “Manzn” (Acts 
13:1). : 

(4) This suggests that Luke himself was con- 
nected with Antioch a supposition which finds many 
indirect confirmations in Acts. 


(5) The presence of Joanna and Luke’s evident 
knowledge of her may suggest the human instrumen- 
tality by which Luke was brought into such intimate 
knowledge of the circumstances concerning the birth 
of our Lord as he alone of the Evangelists seems to 
have possessed. The Herod mentioned was Herod 
Antipas. He was the. son of Herod the Great by 
Malthace a Samaritan woman. : 

Ministered unto him. <A better reading is “unto 
them.” This explains how all the disciple band were 
enabled to leave home and business for so long. 


Verse 10—That seeing they might not see. It is 


As he said these things, he 
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not God’s will that any should be lost. But there is 
a law running all through nature by which law pro- 
gress in knowledge is conditioned by obedience to 
knowledge already gained. Note the fuller quotation 
of these verses from Isaiah in Matthew 13:15, and 
observe there how the necessary co-operation between 
God and man is brought out. “They should see... 
I should heal.” It is most important to bear in mind 
that the blindness and deafness is a matter of moral 
response to God’s truth and not of intellectual clever- 
ness. The people of Jerusalem to whom Isaiah spoke 
had all the information necessary to enable them to 
make up their minds to follow God. Yet they failed 
because they were unwilling. Compare John 7:17. 
A Lesson Outline 

1. The seed, the Word. 

2. The soil, the hearers. 

(1) The inattentive. 

(2) The excitable. 

(3) The preoccupied. 

(4) The practical. 
Golden Topics 

The special topic in this week’s lesson is the parable. 

1. The seed has two meanings. 

(1) The Word of God (v. 11). 

(2) Those people who hear the Word (v. 12). 

2. The point of the parable, therefore, is the differ- 
ent kinds of hearers. 

(1) The inattentive. 

(2) The excitable. 

(3) The preoccupied. 

(4) The practical. 





Farms 
By Amos R. Wells 


in fpr toneeps Jacob has a farm, fenced and 
sheltered from all harm, but the greedy birds 
of air, flocks and flocks are gathered there, birds 
of worldliness and greed, how they gobble up 
the seed! Fenced from all but feathered harm, 
Neighbor Jacob has a farm. Neighbor Simon 
has a farm, seeming free from all alarm, but 
the soil is very thin, and the seeds leap up therein, 
then they wither in a day and are quite consumed 
away. ‘That’s the subtle, dull alarm hid in Neigh- 
bor Simon’s farm. Neighbor Moses has a farm, 
managed with a lazy arm. Crops are miserably 
poor, wolf is howling at the door, weeds and briers 
all around thickly cumbering the ground. Neigh- 
bor Moses has a farm tilled with such a slackened 
arm! Neighbor Caleb has a farm, — ah, its many- 
smiling charm! Soil is rich and soil is fine, grain 
and fruit in lengthened line, humus black and humus 
deep, and the produce heap on heap! Neighbor 
Caleb has a farm, faithfulness its winning charm. 
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3. There are two factors in every conversion. 

(1) The seed, or the Word of God. 

(2) The soil, those to whom the Word is preached. 
It is important to remember that both the seed and 
the soil come from the hands of God. Just as in 
the realm of physical nature so also in the spiritual 
realm: God made them both; God made them each 
for the other. The Word is adapted to man’s mind. 
We need the open Book (24:27), and the open mind 
(24:45). Compare Philippians 2: 13. 

4. The Christian life comes frum the seed in the 
heart under the operation of the Holy Spirit. In 
three out of the four instances given in the parable 
that operation is more or less resisted. Such resist- 
ance results in a more or less stunted Christian life 
and witness. 

The wayside hearers may represent those who hear 
but are not savingly converted; or those who are 
really born again but who are neglectful of God’s 
Word by not allowing it to have free play in the 
molding of character. 

The rocky ground hearers represent Christians who 
get very stirred up in meetings and so on, but it is 
mere emotion which evaporates and is never trans- 
muted into volition. 

The thorny ground hearers are Christians who are 
too preoccupied to allow God’s Word time to do its 
work. Such preoccupation may arise either from cares, 
worry and anxiety, or from pleasure. The heart in 
this parable, as always in the Bible, refers to the 
mind and will, not to the feelings. The word “keep” 
(v. 15) is an interesting one. It means to keep tight 
hold of so as to retain. It expresses the concentra- 
tion of all the faculties of the soul upon the business 
of attending to the Word of God. Discipleship is no 
half-time job. To be a Christian after Christ’s pat- 
tern demands the very best that is in a man. In one 
aspect of it, it is easy to be a Christian. “As many 
as received him, to them gave he the right to become 
children of God” (John 1:12). But when you have 
received him you will find that he claims to dominate 
all your life. 


Gentle and faithful, tyrannous and tender, 

Ye that have known him, is he sweet to know? 
Softly he touches, for the reed’ is slender, 

Wisely enkindles, for the flame is low. 


5. One last point remains to be noticed. The very 
nature of the ground can be changed. Wayside and 
rock and thorn brake can alike all become good 
ground. This does not emerge in the parable, but it 
is clearly brought out in the application which our 
Lord himself gave, “Take heed therefore how ye 
hear” (v. 18). 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
w 


Real true faith is a man’s weakness leaning on God’s 
strength. It is the Shepherd’s business to keep the 
sheep. Who ever heard of the sheep keeping the shep- 
herd? But people have an idea that they have to keep 
themselves and Christ too—Dwight L. Moody. 

































Lesson for” February 22 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
‘Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
. tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
‘bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT two ways, according to this chapter in Luke, 
did Christ “bear the good tidings” ef the kingdom of 
God ? 


2. Over how many and what forms of evil did the 
Lord Jesus manifest his power, in this eighth chapter 
of Luke? 

3. What contrast among Christ’s followers appears in 
this chapter? ; 

4. What two apparently contradictory commands did 
Christ give in this chapter? 

5. What evidence of the natural humanity of Christ 
appears here, in the record of his divine power? 

6. How may the seed, which is the Word, be identified 
with our Lord himself? 

7. What are the three conditions of failure from within 
mentioned in the parable? 

8. What are the three conditions of failure because 
of outside foes mentioned in the parable? 

9. What particular activity of the Devil is exclusively 
and definitely described in the parable? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Parachute.—Preaching and bringing the good 
tidings of the kingdom of God (v. 1, R. V.j).. As I 
write this note I am interested in the moving pictures 
of the eruption of Mt. Etna. Right before our eyes 
we see the great river of lava, forty feet high, slowly 
flowing along upsetting and swallowing up great stone 
bridges, churches, houses, and overwhelming the old 
towns. - Something of the same sort happened with 
Vesuvius about the first century, except that the stuff 
instead of flowing over the land went up into the air 
in enormous volume and. then came down like a 
blanket and covered Pompeii and Herculaneum just 
as they were. About one hundred years ago these 
swell cities of the Roman fashionables were discov- 
ered and unearthed. Today we have before us a sam- 
ple of the sort of world into which Christ came, 
“preaching and bringing the good tidings of the king- 
dom of .” Some of the discoveries of the fine 
homes have to-be kept under lock and key, shown only 
to scholars. The life of that time was too vile to be 
made public. The preaching of Christ came into that 
obscene, licentious, cruel Roman world like the siren 
horn and the searchlights of the government cruiser 
to the despairing folks of a foundering ship. “Good 
tidings,” we should say! (Can you imagine any glad- 
der tidings to dying men than to learn they can be 
saved? (Phil. 4:4.) I have just been watching a 
man and a woman getting into an airplane. I noticed 


they each carried a cushion strapped to themselves. - 


If anything untoward should happen away up there 
in the sky those attached cushions would at once be- 
come “good tidings” of salvation. That bundle con- 
tained the “way of escape” which we call “the para- 
chute.” Now it so happens this is exactly the way 
we travel when we are “tied up” — strapped up — with 
God’s -way of salvation— faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


“Grow.” —The seed is the word.of God (v. 11). It 
is a Sunday night as I write just before Christmas. 
We had our Christmas exercises at Rock Run. The 
only rewards ever given in this Sunday-school are 
for Bible reading during the year. Today we have 
107 who have read the Bible every day for 52 weeks; 
9 who read 30 to 40 weeks; 13 who read 10 to 20 
weeks; 150 have read 50 to 100 passages of Scripture, 
and if each’ passage averages 10 verses this little 
school read about 500,000 verses of Scripture during 
the year. Half a million! The Scripture is to 
read aloud in the family circle each day and the 
whole family signs up on thé card wich carries the 
passages to be read each day.. The passages all bear 
on the Sunday-school lessons. In this way we have 
introduced something like the old-time family wor- 
ship into the homes of Rock Run. ‘The result is 
the children out of these homes grow into the kingdom 
and join the churches down town. Notice we said 
“grow’! Yes, indeed, “The seed is the word of God.” 
In our Rock Run Sunday School we have no “suit- 
able teacher” problem. Our older scholars who have 
grown up with the school can handle a class any time 
as efficiently as the average teacher in any Sunday- 
school. They know the Book. We have raised them 
on the Bible. They grow into capable teachers. Notice 
the “grow”! Yes, indeed, “The seed is the word of 
God.” My friend George Arnold, the silk man of 
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Paterson, N. J., is spending time and money in an 
effort to get Bibles into the churches. He thinks it 
will solve all-church problems. The church will grow 
into a healthier spiritual life. Notice the “grow’’! 
One fellow said this: “The Gideons are busy putting 
Bibles into hotels, why not also take on the churches?” 
That is a pretty hard slam. Does it hit your church? 
(John 6:63; 1! Pet. 2: 2) 


Learning by Heart.—Having heard the word, keep it 
(v. 15). The hard thing to do is to hold fast words. I 
have an old friend (that fellow of the night shirts 
I have told you about — but you’ve forgotten — can’t 
hold words!) who knows lots of Scripture by heart, 
is especially fond of Paul and can quote him by the 
chapters. “How do you do it, Billy?” I asked him. 
“By keeping at it. Every day I learn three verses 
and review five chapters.” Note that “review five 
chapters.” One time I had Sprague, the famous mono- 
logist, stay all night with me. He had just given 
“David Copperfield” in our Coatesville auditorium. 
The next day he was to go to Lancaster, where he 
would give “Hamlet.” Then to Harrisburg for “She 
Stoops to Conquer,” or some other classic. ‘How do 
you remember all this stuff?” I asked. “I give a dif- 
ferent one every ‘night in public and go over another 
one of the rest every day to myself.” So you see 
amateurs and ordinary folks need not be discouraged 
if we find it hard to hold fast the words of Scrip- 
ture. We sometimes pride ourselves upon our great 
heads. But the old head is leaky. If you don’t want 
to forget a thing store it in your heart as Mary did 
(Luke 2:51). That is what your mother does, too. 
I like that old school boy expression, “learn by heart,” 
it beats “commit to memory” all to pieces. I can 
get up right now and speak the pieces I got .by heart 
years ago. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,” 
sings the Psalmist. Sometimes we are amazed at the 
Bible teacher or evangelist as he quotes Scripture 
after Scripture with chapter and verse. Once I got 
discouraged as I contemplated my very efficient for- 
getter. When I realized that my teacher and preacher, 
like Billy and Sprague, were at it day after. day and 
night after night, so I want to say to all the ordinary 
folks, get a good concordance —I use Walker’s — and 
carry the whole Bible in your hip pocket. They come 
with type small but so clear it can be easily read, 
and thus armed and fortified you can do a pretty fair 
job of holding fast the Word, and no matter where 
you may be you do not have to sit idle, for you will 
have your knitting with you! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatertaL: A radio with ear phones, no loud 
speaker, Tune in on some music. 











E WANT two small boys to help us here on 
the front seat this morning. Our radio is all 
tuned in, and I want John to put these ear phones 
on and listen carefully. Then I want George to sit 
right close beside him, and look at the radio and 
listen with all his might. 
Now, we’re ready. 
John, what do you hear? Music. 
George, what do you hear? Nothing. 
What is the trouble with George? He is just as 








. Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 


1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus .............. Luke 2 
3. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ........ Luke 3:21 to 4:30 
5. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 

Luke 4:31 to § : 39 
6. February 8—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 


8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. March 1.~—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
19. March 8.—The Good Samaritan ............ Luke 10.: 25-37 
11. March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11 : 54 
12. March 22.—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
CEPRINRPENCE TAUUOET . ohccsccccssccss vecgesacese Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 5.—Jesus Teaches Humility 
Luke 13:1 to 14:35; 18: 15-17 


Or, 

Easter Lesson: The Resurrection ...... 1 Cor, 15 : 1-8, 50-58 
& April :2-—ThE Pradinnl Gon: coccsccccsccosscscnsce Luke 15 
3. April 19.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16:1 to 17 : 37 


ai 


near the radio as John, and he is side by side with 
John. 

Just a little thing makes the difference —the small 
ear phones. By means of them, John’s ears are brought 
in tune with the sound waves. George’s are not. The 
sound is all around him, but he can’t hear it. 

Side by side in your church two people sit in the 
pew. The preacher faithfully preaches the Gospel. 
One person hears the Gospel, the other hears but 
a lot of meaningless words. It is all “Greek” to him. 

The boy who can’t hear the radio misses a good 
program, but the man who cannot hear the Gospel 
will miss life eternal. 

“Take heed therefore how ye hear.” 

MopestTo, CAL, 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list m3 lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
aw desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 

The Signal that Means Safety.—He went through- 
out every city and village, preaching and shewing the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of God (Golden Text). 
In the Spanish-American War, when some transports 
with supplies for the American army found it impos- 
sible to find a secure anchorage off the Cuban coast 
they were compelled to discharge their cargoes into 
boats, while they themselves cruised slowly to and 
fro. It was impossible to land the horses and mules 
in this manner, so it was decided to push them over- 
board and trust to their swimming ashore. Some in- 
stinctively swam toward the beach; others swam in 
circles; others, more frightened than the rest, made 
out to sea. It looked as though many would be lost, 
and the ship’s officers’ were greatly concerned. What 
to'do they could not imagine. Then they saw a sol- 
dier on shore running to the point of a headland. 
He put his bugle to his lips, and blew the calls the 
horses and mules had learned to know during their 
training. The penetrating notes were heard by the 
bewildered, struggling animals. Some responded at 
once, others more tardily, but the bugler continued 
to sound his calls until every one was safe ashore. 
Our main duty is to proclaim the Gospel message in 
faith—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent by the 
Rev. Gurn Manickam, Perambalur, Trichinopoly Dist., 
S. India. 

Slum Workers that Last.—Ministered unto them 
(v. 3). Men and women of kindly impulses are found 
everywhere, and it would be unjust to cast discredit 
on the friendly souls all over the world who lend a 
helping hand out of pure friendliness and human kind- 
ness. But a test of any good thing is its enduring 
quality. Jane Addams of Hull House, Chicago, some 
time ago in an interview with a newspaper reporter, 
when she was asked upon whom she relied for volun- 
teer unsalaried workers—“creedless altruists, or 
church members,” was quoted-as saying in reply: 
“They are all Christians from evangelical churches. 
I haye had a good many ‘altruists’ try it, but I never 
knew any slum worker to stand the wear and tear 
of our work for over three weeks unless inspired by 
Christian love.”—From “zoor Illustrations for Pulpit 
and Platform,” by the Rev. Aquilla Webb. Sent by 
Howard M, Green, Hornell, N. Y. 

Why He Stopped Believing.—/t withered away, 
because it lacked moisture (v. 6). Not long ago a 
man frankly told me how it came about that he 
had stopped believing. When he was twenty-six 
years old he went hunting with his brother. When 
night came they stopped in the forest to sleep. Just 
before they lay down he had knelt to pray as he had 
done from infancy. When he arose his brother said, 
“So you are still doing these things, are you?” That 
was all that was said, but from that night he stopped 
praying.. Thirty years had passed, and in that thirty 
years he had never prayed or attended church. Now 
it was not the sneer of his brother that had changed 
him. His religious life had become so hollow and 
worthless that the pressure of a finger was sufficient 
to overthrow it.—From The Presbyterian. Sent by 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 

Only Stuck In.—I/t withered away, because it lacked 
moisture (v.6). “I said a good deal to the Americans 
about flowers. One day a reporter came to interview 
me, and hardly knew where to begin, but just then a 
lovely bunch of orchids arrived, and I began to talk 
about flowers. I told the reporter that the apostie 
Paul talked about being ‘rooted and grounded in 
Christ,” and I said, ‘Be sure you are not stuck in.’ 
When I was a boy I used to find a bit of land and 
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—AND NOW ANOTHER 


of those fine serials for young people by 


GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 


It will begin in an early issue of Christian Youth, Tue 
SunpaAy ScHoou TimEs weekly paper for teen age young 
people, and will run through about ten installments. 











No present day writer for young people knows so 
well how to handle their problems and hold their inter- 
est as does Mrs. Hill. Her characters move in whole- 
some settings such as those with which you seek to 
surround your boys and girls. © 


This latest story, “The Chance of a Lifetime,” teems 
with action and interest. You will want your young 
people to have the inspiration of its clean, Christian 
atmosphere. Why not send in NOW that subscription 
for your class or school, so they may receive the entire 
series. 


BUT THIS IS NOT ALL that Christian Youth 
will bring to your-young people. There is a Sunday- 
school lesson department that presents the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lesson each week in a way that 
really stimulates boys and girls to study their lessons 
at home. ‘* We simply can’t run our Sunday-school 
without it,’? says one superintendent. 


Then, most Christian young people are on the hunt 
for help on the Christian Endeavor topics. They will 
find usable and inspiring material each week in 
Christian Youth. 


In addition, there are Bible puzzles, news items of 
world-wide Christian interest, how-to-make-it articles, 
nature chats and the like. 


—And all for 52 Cents a Year, where five or 
more copies go to one address. In single subscxiptions, 
the cost is 75 cents a year. Or, if your school or class 
prefers, Quarterly subscriptions may be arranged, and 
they will start with Mrs. Hill’s new story, if you wish. 

BUT,—your subscription should be mailed promptly, 
if you wish to insure getting the entire series. 


WeeWhy not fill out and mail the attached 
coupon—NOW. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
323-325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send CHRISTIAN YOUTH to the address indicated below for 
the following period : 


skbacscen copies, one year, at 52 cents each $ 
sicieesss copies, one Quarter, at 13 cents each $ 
seeeanede single subscriptions, one year, at 75¢ each 
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convert it in an hour into a garden. I 
would get primroses and violets and any- 
thing else I could gather, and stick them 
into the earth. And of course when the 
sun came out they wilted and died. There 
are people in the church like that. If 
God doesn’t root them in, they just 
wither.”—From Gypsy Smith. Sent by 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Tolworth, Surbiton, 
Surrey, Eng.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


In the Dark.—And he said unto them, 
Where is your faith? (v. 25.) Two 
Christians were once speaking of their 
experiences, and one said, “It is terribly 
hard to trust God and realize his hand 
in the dark passages of life.” ‘Well, 
Brother,” said the other, “if you cannot 
trust a man out of your sight, he is not 
worth much; and if you cannot trust God 
in the dark, it shows you do not trust him 
at all."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Anselmo, Cal. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for the wonderful words 
of the Lord Jesus that have been gathered 
up for us in the Word which is thy Book. 
May we open our hearts today to his teach- 
ing. May we realize how constant was his 
outpouring of blessing to those with whom 
he could come into contact in city and vil- 
lage along traveled and untraveled ways 
among the crowds, and with individuals. 
How wonderful were his ways with those 
whom he could reach! May we, in our day, 
be earnest and faithful in bearing the good 
tidings —the precious Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May we be like the good 
ground in the parable, being honest and true 
in hearing the Word, in keeping it, and 
bringing forth fruit with patience. We ask 
this in the name of our Master-Teacher, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—How busy the Lord 
Jesus was! He was always out among 
people telling the Good News, helping 
them, healing them, guiding them, with 
necessary times for rest and prayer, but 
always so very busy. His faithful serv- 
ants have been busy, too, — missionaries, 
preachers, consecrated women doing good 
in‘their own neighborhoods, business men 
giving time to Christian work; boys and 
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girl§ helping in young people’s work of 
all sorts. Some of us have been in the 
Lord’s work. But some of us may have 
been idle and thoughtless, just following 
our own way. After you read over again 
that wonderful parable of the different 
kinds of ground, doesn’t it make you 
want tobe the good ground? This les- 
son ought to make every one of us in His 
service want to be like the Lord in scat-: 
tering the good tidings of his salvation, 
and also to make us like the good ground 
in receiving the blessed Word that we 
have even before us now. Read that 
parable again when you go home, and 
ask yourself honestly whether you are 
like that good ground, or not. Have 
you an honest, and good heart in hear- 
ing the Word, in keeping it, and in liv- 
ing it out in your own life? Big ques- 
tions for us today! Let us answer them 
prayerfully and honestly. Will the pas- 
tor lead us in prayer now? 





HEARING 


KEEPING | THE WORD 
LIVING 


AM I “GOOD GROUND”? 











Lesson Hymns 
“Sweeter as the Years Go By.” 
“Bring Them In.” 
“Behold Me At the Door.” 
“Him That Cometh Unto Me.” 
“Dear to the Heart of the Shepherd.” 
“The Ninety and Nine.” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 8, using verses 1-15 for 

the lesson. We have been learning 
many lovely ways by which the Lord 
Jesus tried to find the people who were 
lost. We have seen him healing the 
sick, giving sight to the blind, freeing 
people from demons, raising the dead, 
and giving pardon and peace to the sin- 
ful woman. Then we listened to the 





beautiful lesson in which he taught the 









sowing of the Bible pro- 
duces replicas of Christ 


the whole world over. 
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Sow Shakespeare among the 
peoples of earth. How many 
Shakespeares © will the crop 
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“The Seed is the Word of God” 


‘“‘Incorruptible seed ... the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 
—1 Peter 1: 23 
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Lesson for February 22 


people some of the laws of God’s king- 
dom. 

This week we are going to study about 
a preaching trip the Lord made up in 
Galilee, going through the cities and vil- 
lages showing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God. The angels had told 
the shepherds of “good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” What 
was the good news the angels brought? 
All of the children know the precious 
Christmas verse, “For unto you is born 
. .. a Saviour.” Well, that was the 
same good tidings he was showing to the 
people up in Galilee—a Saviour, him- 
self. The twelve disciples went with 
him on this trip. And some women who 
had been healed or delivered from evil 
spirits went along, and showed their love 
for the Lord by preparing food or other 
comforts when he was weary. 

One day a great crowd of people came 
to the Lord from the surrounding cities. 

* Matthew says they were by the seashore, 
and that the Lord spoke to the multitude 
from Simon’s boat. 

All of the people who listened to the 
Lord that day had seen farmers sowing 
grain in the ground. So he told them 
a story about a sower, and his seed. Per- 
haps the children can tell the story. Ask 
them why the farmer sowed the seed. 
Yes, of course, he expected the seed to 
come up, and that he would reap much 
more than he sowed. 

Talk with the class about what be- 
came of the different handfuls of grain 
the farmer threw upon the ground. 
Across the farmer’s field was a beaten 
path too hard to receive the seeds that 
fell upon it, and the birds came and 
picked them up. So the farmer lost 
these altogether. Some of the little grains 
fell into soft fine soil where the blade 
soon came up, but when the little roots 
began to hunt water they ran against a 
rock, and so they just Withered up and 
died. Another handful of grain fell into 
good looking soil, and soon the pretty 
green blades were up, and they began to 
grow, for there was no hard rock to 
keep the little roots from going down 





MAPS IN COLOR 


inches. $55.00, delivery extra. . ( 


$22.50, delivery extra. 
Nos. 2-8, $3.00 each; delivery extra. 


black sticks. 
SMALL MAPS.—Seven in the series. 


1844x27% inches; Nos. 
tripod extended, 4 feet. 


$1.50 each, delivery extra. 
Period of Wilderness Wanderin 


The Post-Exilic Period : 


St. Paul’s 
40-100 A. 
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into the soil for moisture. But there 
were other seeds already in the soil, and 
soon great strong thorn bushes were 
growing among the grain, and choked the 
little stalks so that they grew up thin 
and pale, and did not make a full head of 
grain. But the rest of the seeds fell into 
well prepared soil, and came up and 
grew into fine strong stalks, which had 
plenty of room and branched out into a 
cluster orssvool of grain, each stalk bear- 
ing a head full of fine grains —a hun- 
dred from one seed, and rejoiced the 
heart of the sower. 

After the crowd hdd gone the, Lord 
explained the story to the disciples. The 
seed which the sower sowed is the Word 
of God. At the time he was telling the 
story, the Lord Jesus was the Sower. 
Later he was going to send the disciples 
out to sow. The different people. who 
hear are the different kinds of soil. Many 
in the great crowd who listened to the 
Master perhaps paid little attention to 
what he said about the Father in Heaven. 
These are the wayside hearers. Many 
seem to listen and accept the Word 
gladly, and while others are. following 
the Lord they follow, too, but when they 
are tried they fall. These are the ones 
where the ground is shallow. Then many 
listen to the Word and believe. But they 
have so many plans of their own, and so 
many other things to think about and 
to do, that they have little time to talk 
to the Father in Heaven or to hear his 
voice, so they cannot grow strong. But 
some few heard the Master then and 
some hear his Word today in an honest 
and true heart, and give him the very 
best place in their lives. They listen to 
his voice, and patiently work together 
with him. The Holy Spirit abides in 
their hearts and produces fruit in their 
lives. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Now 
this is lovely fruit, so let all the little 
boys and girls in the Primary classes 
receive the Word in good and honest 
hearts. 





LARGE MAPS.-—Eight in the series. Furnished_com- 
plete, mounted on spring rollers, in oak wall cabinet. 
cabinet, 66% inches long, 16 inches high. Size of maps, 42x60 
ot illustrated.) 
Complete set of eight ‘we 7 maps, mounted on black sticks, 

Separately: No. 1, $3.50 each ; 
s For single maps on 
spring rollers, add $1.00 each to price of maps mounted on 
Write for descriptive circular. 


Furnished com- 
plete, mounted on wooden rolles. Map sizes, Nos. 1 to 5— 
6 and 7—20x28¥ inches. 

$7.50, delivery extra ; includes maps, 
tripod, and boxing. Single maps mounted on black sticks, 


: 1250-1150 B.C. 
Period of Hebrew Settlement in Canaan: 1150-1050 B.C. 
United and Divided Hebrew Kingdom 2 1050-586 


538-63 B.C. 
Palestine in the Time of ae: 4 BC. 
(Including the Period of Herod : 40 to a 
ourneys and the Early Christian Church ; 


Babylonian, and Persian Empires. 


Curnton, S. C. 
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Easter Cross Offer 


Easter Hyacinth 
Dollar in Dimes Collector 




















tive. An open end envelope is supplied for each de- 
vice on which is printed a statement about the hyacinth 
bulb and the miracle of resurrection. $ 
Price, 45 cts. a doz., $3.00 per hundred. 
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A hundred lily blooms 
to be marked off serve as 
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the collector’s activity. 
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Pupils; Home 


plified and adapted to their special needs. 


cents each; 75 cents a dozen. 
names, 20 cents each. 


























Small Maps—Sevea to Series Mounted on Wooden Roller 


and Winter. 


Each picture is perforated into thirteen parts, one for each Sunday in the Quarter. 

red to correspond with the spaces for them on an 
; Each scholar has one of these cardboard mounts, 
and in order to get all of the thirteen parts of the picture to paste on the cardboard he 
5 One section of the picture is distributed each week by 
The child’s interest is kept up as he sees his picture gradually grow into a 


These parts are gummed and num 
accompanying cardboard mount. 


must be present every Sunday. 
the teacher. 
complete scene. 


For small Sunday Schools. 
(10 classes or less.) 


WESTMINSTER IDEAL CLASS BOOKS, by Allan Sutherland. Space is 
provided for recording attendances, offerings, birthdays, and the names of parents. 
cut-leaf arrangement necessitates but one enrollment each year. 


NATIONAL ATTENDANCE PLAN 
50 cents a package—one Quarter’s supply for ten pupils 
This plan consists of four pictures in color, representing Spring, Summer, Autumn, 


will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 


CHURCH SCHOOL BUTTONS 
Celluloid, 30 cents a dozen; $2.00 a hundred 


Distribute to both scholars and teachers. .No. A. 
Vresbyterian ; No. B, Undenominational. 


Write for new Vacation School circulars. 


SPECIAL SILK FLAG OUTFITS 


5x8 feet, U. S., or Christian flag, heavy banner silk, 
gold fringed, mounted on 10-foot jointed pole, with 
11-inch spread solid brass eagle. yellow silk cord and 

L tassel, iron stand. $60.00, complete. 
4x6 feet, U.S., or Christian flag of heavy banner 
silk, fringed edge, mounted on 9 foot jointed poe, 
surmounted with spear or eagle, yellow silk cord and 

tassel, iron snd. $46.00, complete. 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS 
WESTMINSTER IDEAL RECORD, Cloth, $2.50. Contains record tor a schoo! 


of 25 classes, for four years, including: Register of Officers and ‘eachers; Register of 
: Department Record ; Cradle Roll Record; Cash Account; Minutes of 
Sunday School Association Meeting ; Number of New Scholars Enrolled, etc. 


IDEAL SECRETARY’S RECORD, 30 cents. 


Sim- 


The 
No. 1 for 20 names, 8 
No. 2 for 7o names, 15 cents each. No. 3 for 120 


or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 


saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


VACATION 


in promoting enrollment and attendance. 
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appropriate illustrations for various oc- 
casions. <All are lithographed in full . 
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LESSON 8 FEBRUARY 22. JESUS BEARING THE GOOD TIDINGS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 8 


Golden Text.— He went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God.—Luke 8: 1 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-15 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


1 And it came to pass afterward, that 
he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God: and the twelve were 
with him, 

2 And certain women, which had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary 
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven 
devils, 

3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza 
Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many 
others, which ministered unto him of their 
substance, 

4 And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of 
every city, he spake by a parable: 

5 A sower went out to sow his seed: 
and as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side; and it was trodden down, and the 
fowls of the air devoured it. 

6 And some fell upon a rock; and as 
soon as it was sprung up, it withered 
away, because it lacked moisture. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and 
sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 And it came to pass soon afterwards, 
that he went about through cities and vil- 
lages, preaching and bringing the + good 
tidings of the kingdom of God, and with 
him the twelve, 2 and certain women who 
had been healed of evil spirits and infirm- 
ities: Mary that was called Magdalene, 
from whom seven demons had gone out, 
3 and Joanna the wife of Chuzas Herod’s 
steward, and Susanna, and many others, 
who ministered unto *them of their sub- 
stance. 

4 And when a great multitude came to- 
gether, and they of every city resorted 
unto him, he spake by a parable: 5 The 
sower went forth to sow his seed: and as 
he sowed, some fell by the way side; and 
it was trodden under foot, and the birds 
of the heaven devoured it. 6 And other 
fell on the rock; and as soon as it grew, 
it withered away, because it had no mois- 
ture, 7 And other fell amidst the thorns; 
and the thorns grew with it, and choked 
it. 8 And other fell into the good ground, 
and grew, and brought forth fruit a hun- 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

9 And his disciples asked him, saying, 
What might this parable be? 

10 And he said, Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in parables ; that seeing 
they might not see, and hearing they might 
not understand. 

11 Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the word of God. 

12 Those by the way side are they that 
hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh 
away the word out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe and be saved. 

13 They on the rock are they, which, 
when they hear, receive the word with 
joy ; and these have no root, which for a 
while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away. 

14 And that which fell among thorns 
are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection. 

15 But that on the good ground are 
they, which in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience. 








AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


— He that hath ears to hear, let him 
ear. 

9 And his disciples asked him what this 
parable might be. 10 And he said, Unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God: but to the rest in 
parables; that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing they may not understand, 11 
Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God. 12 And those by the 
way side are they that have heard; then 
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word 
from their heart, that they may not be- 
lieve and be saved. 13 And those on the 
rock are they who, when they have heard, 
receive the word with joy; and these have 
no root, who for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away. 14 And that 
which fell among the thorns, these are they 
that have heard, and as they go on their 
way they are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection. 15 And that in the 
good ground, these are such as in an hon- 
est and good heart, having heard the word, 
hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with 
* patience. 

1 Or, gospel. ? Many ancient author- 
ities read fim. * Or, stedfastness. 
















































































And when he had said these things, he dredfold. As he said these things, he 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O GET the children to pay attention tc and 
respond to God’s Word. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 2—Mary called Magdalene. There are six 
women named Mary who are mentioned in the New 
Testament. 


(1) The mother of James, “the other Mary,’ 
the wife of Clopas. 


(2) The sister of Martha. 

(3) Mary of Magdala. 

(4) The mother of Mark. 

(5) The Mary saluted by Paul. 
(6) The mother of the Lord Jesus. 


The town of Magdala is only mentioned in the New 
Testament once (Matt. 15:39). The corresponding 
passage in Mark 8:10 gives “Dalmanutha.” From 
this we may conclude that the two places were near 
tegether. Probably they lay near the southeastern 
corner of the Sea of Galilee. The name Magdala is 
derived from the Hebrew word migdol which means 
a watch tower. Two or three towns of this name are 
mentioned in the Old Testament. This particular 
Magdala seems to have borne an evil reputation in 
the minds of the Jewish rabbis. The terrible fact 
here related about Marvy does not, however, really lend 
any countenance to the idea that she was the prosti- 
tute referred to in 7:37. The use of the English word 
“Magdalene” as the appellation of a hospital or house 
of reformation for such poor women is an unfortunate 
instance of erroneous nomenclature. 


Verse 3.—Joanna. This name is full of interest. 

(1) It shows that even in the king’s court there 
were people who came under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(2) It explains the frequent references to the hap- 
penings in Herod’s court which occur in this Gospel. 

(3) It suggests a linking up with “Manen” (Acts 
132). 

(4) This suggests that Luke himself was con- 
nected with Antioch a supposition which finds many 
indirect confirmations in Acts. 


(5) The presence of Joanna and Luke’s evident 
knowledge of her may suggest the human instrumen- 
tality by which Luke was brought into such intimate 
knowledge of the circumstances concerning the birth 
of our Lord as he alone of the Evangelists seems to 
have possessed. The Herod mentioned was Herod 
Antipas. He was the son of Herod the Great by 
Malthace a Samaritan woman. 

Ministered unto him. <A better reading is “unto 
them.” This explains how all the disciple band were 
enabled to leave home and business for so long. 


Verse 10.—That seeing they might not see. It is 


> 


and 
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not God’s will that any should be lost. But there is 
a law running all through nature by which law pro- 
gress in knowledge is conditioned by obedience to 
knowledge already gained. Note the fuller quotation 
of these verses from Isaiah in Matthew 13:15, and 
observe there how the necessary co-operation between 
God and man is brought out. “They should see. . 
I should heal.” It is most important to bear in mind 
that the blindness and deafness is a matter of moral 
response to God’s truth and not of intellectual clever- 
ness. The people of Jerusalem to whom Isaiah spoke 
had all the information necessary to enable them to 
make up their minds to follow God. Yet they failed 
because they were unwilling. Compare John 7: 17. 
A Lesson Outline 

1. The seed, the Word. 

2. The soil, the hearers. 

(1) The inattentive. 

(2) The excitable. 

(3) The preoccupied. 

(4) The practical. 
Golden Topics 

The special topic in this week’s lesson is the parable. 

1. The seed has two meanings. 

(1) The Word of God (v. 11). 

(2) Those people who hear the Word (v. 12). 

2. The point of the parable, therefore, is the differ- 
ent kinds of hearers. 

(1) The inattentive. 

(2) The excitable. 

(3) The preoccupied. 

(4) The practical. 





Farms 
By Amos R. Wells 


Phd SEGeROs Jacob has a farm, fenced and 
sheltered from all harm, but the greedy birds 
of air, flocks and flocks are gathered there, birds 
of worldliness and greed, how they gobble up 
the seed! Fenced from all but feathered harm, 
Neighbo: Jacob has a farm. Neighbor Simon 
has a farm, seeming free from all alarm, but 
the soil is very thin, and the seeds leap up therein, 
then they wither in a day and are quite consumed 
away. That’s the subtle, dull alarm hid in Neigh- 
bor Simon’s farm. Neighbor Moses has a farm, 
managed with a lazy arm. Crops are miserably 
poor, wolf is howling at the door, weeds and briers 
all around thickly cumbering the ground. Neigh- 
bor Moses has a farm tilled with such a slackened 
arm! Neighbor Caleb has a farm, — ah, its many- 
smiling charm! Soil is rich and soil is fine, grain 
and fruit in lengthened line, humus black and humus 
deep, and the produce heap on heap! Neighbor 
Caleb has a farm, faithfulness its winning charm. 
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3. There are two factors in every conversion. 

(1) The seed, or the Word of God. 

(2) The soil, those to whom the Word is preached. 
It is important to remember that both the. seed and 
the soil come from the hands of God. Just as in 
the realm of physical nature so also in the spiritual 
realm: God made them both; Ged made them each 
for the other. The Word is adapted to man’s mind. 
We need the open Book (24:27), and the open mind 
(24:45). Compare Philippians 2: 13. 

4. The Christian life comes from the seed in the 
heart under the operation of the Holy Spirit. In 
three out of the four instances given in the parable 
that operation is more or less resisted. Such resist- 
ance results in a more or less stunted Christian life 
and witness. 

The wayside hearers may represent those who hear 
but are not savingly converted; or those who are 
really born again but who are neglectful of God’s 
Word by not allowing it to have free play in the 
molding of character. 

The rocky ground hearers represent Christians who 
get very stirred up in meetings and so on, but it is 
mere emotion which evaporates and is never trans- 
muted into volition. 

The thorny ground hearers are Christians who are 
too preoccupied to allow God’s Word time to do its 
work. Such preoccupation may arise either from cares, 
worry and anxiety, or from pleasure. The heart in 
this parable, as always in the Bible, refers to the 
mind and will, not to the feelings. The word “keep” 
(v. 15) is an interesting one. It means to keep tight 
hold of so as to retain. It expresses the concentra- 
tion of all the faculties of the soul upon the business 
of attending to the Word of God. Discipleship is no 
half-time job. To be a Christian after Christ’s pat- 
tern demands the very best that is in a man. In one 
aspect of it, it is easy to be a Christian. “As many 
as received him, to them gave he the right to become 
children of God” (John 1:12). But when you have 
received him you will find that he claims to dominate 
all your life. 


Gentle and faithful, tyrannous and tender, 

Ye that have known him, is he sweet to know? 
Softly he touches, for the reed’ is slender, 

Wisely enkindies, for the flame is low. 


5. One last point remains to be noticed. The very 
nature of the ground can be changed. Wayside and 
rock and thorn brake can alike all become good 
ground. This does not emerge in the parable, but it 
is clearly brought out in the application which our 
Lord himself gave, “Take heed therefore how ye 
hear” (v. 18). 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Ena. 
¥ 


Real true faith is a man’s weakness leaning on God’s 
strength. It is the Shepherd’s business to keep the 
sheep. Who ever heard of the sheep keeping the shep- 
herd? But people have an idea that they have to keep‘ 
themselves and Christ too.—-Dwight L. Moody. 

























































































































Lesson for’ February 22 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
‘Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
. tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT two ways, according to this chapter in Luke, 
did Christ “bear the good tidings’ ef the kingdom 6f 
God? 


2. Over how many and what forms of evil did the 
Lord Jesus manifest his power, in this eighth chapter 
of Luke? 

3. What contrast among Christ’s followers appears in 
this chapter ? 

4. What two apparently contradictory commands did 
Christ give in this chapter? 

5. What evidence of the natural humanity of Christ 
appears here, in the record of his divine power? 

6. How may the seed, which is the Word, be identified 
with our Lord himself? 

7. What are the three conditions of failure from within 
mentioned in the parable? 

8. What are the three conditions of failure because 
of outside foes mentioned in the parable? 

9. What particular activity of the Devil is exclusively 
and definitely described in the parable? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Parachute.—Preaching and bringing the good 
tidings of the kingdom of God (v. 1, R. V.). As I 
write this note I am interested in the moving pictures 
of the eruption of Mt. Etna. Right before our eyes 
we see the great river of lava, forty feet high, slowly 
flowing along upsetting and swallowing up great stone 
bridges, churches, houses, and overwhelming the old 
towns. - Something of the same sort happened with 
Vesuvius about the first century, except that the stuff 
instead of flowing over the land went up into the air 
in enormous volume and. then came down like a 
blanket and covered Pompeii and Herculaneum just 
as they were. About one hundred years ago these 
swell cities of the Roman fashionables were discov- 
ered and unearthed. Today we have before us a sam- 
ple of the sort of world into which Christ came, 
“preaching and bringing the good tidings of the king- 
dom of .” Some of the discoveries of the fine 
homes have to-be kept under lock and key, shown only 
to scholars. The life of that time was too vile to be 
made public. The preaching of Christ came into that 
obscene, licentious, cruel Roman world like the siren 
horn and the searchlights of the government cruiser 
to the despairing folks of a foundering ship. “Good 
tidings,” we should say! Can you imagine any glad- 
der tidings to dying men than to learn they can be 
saved? (Phil. 4:4.) I have just been watching a 
man and a woman getting“into an airplane. I noticed 


they each carried a cushion strapped to themselves. ~ 


If anything untoward should happen away up there 
in the sky those attached cushions would at once be- 
come “good tidings” of salvation. That bundle con- 
tained the “way of escape” which we call “the para- 
chute.” Now it so happens this is exactly the way 
we travel when we are “tied up” — strapped up — with 
God’s way of salvation—faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


“Grow.”’—The seed is the word.of God (v. 11). It 
is a Sunday night as I write just before Christmas. 
We had our Christmas exercises at Rock Run. The 
only rewards ever given in this Sunday-school are 
for Bible reading during the year. Today we have 
107 who have read the Bible every day for 52 weeks; 
9 who read 30 to 40 weeks; 13 who read 10 to 20 
weeks; 150 have read 50 to 100 passages of Scripture, 
and if each’ passage averages 10 verses this little 
school read about 500,000 verses of Scripture during 
the year. Half a million! The Scripture is to be 
read aloud in the family circle each day and the 
whole family. signs up on the card which carries the 
passages to be read each day.. The passages all bear 
on the Sunday-school lessons. In this way we have 
introduced something like the old-time family wor- 
ship into the homes of Rock Run. ‘The result 1s 
the children out of these homes grow into the kingdom 
and join the churches down town. Notice we said 
“grow’! Yes, indeed, “The seed is the word of God.” 
In our Rock Run Sunday School we have no “suit- 
able teacher” problem. Our older scholars who have 
grown up with the school can handle a class any time 
as efficiently as the average teacher in any Sunday- 
school. They know the Book. We have raised them 
on the Bible. They grow into capable teachers. Notice 
the “grow”! Yes, indeed, “The seed is the word of 
God.” My friend George Arnold, the silk man of 
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Paterson, N. J., is spending time and money in an 
effort to get Bibles into the churches. He thinks it 
will solve all-church problems. The church will grow 
into a healthier spiritual life. Notice the “grow’’! 
One fellow said this: “The Gideons are busy putting 
Bibles into hotels, why not also take on the churches?” 
That is a pretty hard slam. Does it hit your church? 
(John 6:63; 1 Pet. 2:2.) 


Learning by Heart.—Hawving heard the word, keep it 
(v. 15). The hard thing to do is to hold fast words. I 
have an old friend (that fellow of the night shirts 
I have told you about — but you’ve forgotten — can’t 
hold words!) who knows lots of Scripture by heart, 
is especially fond of Paul and can quote him by the 
chapters. “How do you do it, Bifly?” I asked him. 
“By keeping at it. Every day I learn three verses 
and review five chapters.” Note that “review five 
chapters.” One time I had Sprague, the famous mono- 
logist, stay all night with me. He had just given 
“David Copperfield” in our Coatesville auditorium. 
The next day he was to go to Lancaster, where he 
would give “Hamlet.” Then to Harrisburg for “She 
Stoops to Conquer,” or some other classic. “How do 
you remember all this stuff?” I asked. “I give a dif- 
ferent one every ‘night in public and go over another 
one of the rest every day to myself.” So you see 
amateurs and ordinary folks need not be discouraged 
if we find it hard to hold fast the words of Scrip- 
ture. We sometimes pride ourselves upon our great 
heads. But the old head is leaky. If you don’t want 
to forget a thing store it in your heart as Mary did 
(Luke 2:51). That is what your mother does, too. 
I like that old school boy expression, “learn by heart,” 
it beats “commit to memory” all to pieces. I can 
get up right now and speak the pieces I got .by heart 
years ago. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,” 
sings the Psalmist. Sometimes we are amazed at the 
Bible teacher or evangelist as he quotes Scripture 
after Scripture with chapter and verse. Once I got 
discouraged as I contemplated my very efficient for- 
getter. When I realized that my teacher and preacher, 
like Billy and Sprague, were at it day after. day and 
night after night, so I want to say to all the ordinary 
folks, get a good concordance —I use Walker’s — and 
carry the whole Bible in your hip pocket. They come 
with type small but so clear it can be easily read, 
and thus armed and fortified you can do a pretty fair 
job of holding fast the Word, and no matter where 
you may be you do not have to sit idle, for you will 
have your knitting with you! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Materia: A radio with ear phones, no loud 
speaker. Tune in on some music. 











E WANT two small boys to help us here on 
the front seat this morning. Our radio is all 
tuned in, and I want John to put these ear phones 
on and listen carefully. Then I want George to sit 
right close beside him, and look at the radio and 
listen with all his might. 
Now, we're ready. 
John, what do you hear? Music. 
George, what do you hear? Nothing. 
What is the trouble with George? He is just as 








. Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 
1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Juke 1 


2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus ............+. Luke 2 
3. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ........ Luke 3:21 to 4:30 


5s. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 
Luke 4:31 to 5: 39 
6. February 8.—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 
8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
10. March 8.—The Good Samaritan ............ Luke 10.: 25-37 
11. March’ 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11 : 54 
12, March 22.~—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
CTORDOPROCE TCG ON cro ciiCkecbacveessyetccves Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 5.—Jesus Teaches Humility 
Luke 13:1 to 14:35; 18: 15-17 


Or, 

Easter Lesson: The Resurrection ...... 1 Cor. 15 : 1-8, 50-58 
S Baril Sai Te PO BOe vikakcciccsececsossvecs Luke 15 
3. April 19.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16:1 to 17 : 37 
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near the radio as John, and he is side by side with 
John. 

Just a little thing makes the difference —the small 
ear phones. By means of them, John’s ears are brought 
in tune with the sound waves. George’s are not. The 
sound is all around him, but he can’t hear it. 

Side by side in your church two people sit in the 
pew. The preacher faithfully preaches the Gospel. 
One person hears the Gospel, the other hears but 
a lot of meaningless words. It is all “Greek” to him. 

The boy who can’t hear the radio misses a good 
program, but the man who cannot hear the Gospel 
will miss life eternal. 

“Take heed therefore how ye hear.” 

Mopesto, CAL, 


ne 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
spouely desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n ed. 

The Signal that Means Safety.—He went through- 
out every city and village, preaching and shewing the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of God (Golden Text). 
In the Spanish-American War, when some transports 
with supplies for the American army found it impos- 
sible to find a secure anchorage off the Cuban coast 
they were compelled to discharge their cargoes into 
boats, while they themselves cruised slowly to and 
fro. It was impossible to land the horses and mules 
in this manner, so it was decided to push them over- 
board and trust to their swimming ashore. Some in- 
stinctively swam toward the beach; others swam in 
circles; others, more frightened than the rest, made 
out to sea. It looked as though many would be lost, 
and the ship’s officers’ were greatly concerned. What 
to do they could not imagine. Then they saw a sol- 
dier on shore running to the point of a headland. 
He put his bugle to his lips, and blew the calls the 
horses and mules had learned to know during their 
training. The penetrating notes were heard by the 
bewildered, struggling animals. Some responded at 
once, others more tardily, but the bugler continued 
to sound his calls until every one was safe ashore. 
Our main duty is to proclaim the Gospel message in 
faith—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent by the 
Rev. Gurn Manickam, Perambalur, Trichinopoly Dist., 
S. India. 


Slum Workers that Last.—Ministered unto them 
(v. 3). Men and women of kindly impulses are found 
everywhere, and it would be unjust to cast discredit 
on the friendly souls all over the world who lend a 
helping hand out of pure friendliness and human kind- 
ness. But a test of any good thing is its enduring 
quality. Jane Addams of Hull House, Chicago, some 
time ago in an interview with a newspaper reporter, 
when she was asked upon whom she relied for volun- 
teer unsalaried workers —“creedless altruists, or 
church members,” was quoted:as saying in reply: 
“They are all Christians from evangelical churches. 
I have had a good many ‘altruists’ try it, but I never 
knew any slum worker to stand the wear and tear 
of our work for over three weeks unless inspired by 
Christian love.”—From “rooz Illustrations for Pulpit 
and Platform,” by the Rev. Aquilla Webb. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Horneli, N. Y. 

Why He Stopped Believing.—/t withered away, 
because it lacked moisture (v. 6). Not long ago a 
man frankly told me how it came about that he 
had stopped believing. When he was twenty-six 
years old he went hunting with his brother. When 
night came they stopped in the forest to sleep. Just 
before they lay down he had knelt to pray as he had 
done from infancy. When he arose his brother said, 
“So you are still doing these things, are you?” That 
was all that was said, but from that night he stopped 
praying.. Thirty years had passed, and in that thirty 
years he had never prayed or attended church. Now 
it was not the sneer of his brother that had changed 
him. His religious life had become so hollow and 
worthless that the pressure of a finger was sufficient 
to overthrow it—From The Presbyterian. Sent by 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 

Only Stuck In.—I/t withered away, because it lacked 
moisture (v. 6). “I said a good deal to the Americans 
about flowers. One day a reporter came to interview 
me, and hardly knew where to begin, but just then a 
lovely bunch of orchids arrived, and I began to talk 
about flowers. I told the reporter that the apostle 
Paul talked about being ‘rooted and grounded in 
Christ,” and I said, ‘Be sure you are not stuck in.’ 
When I was a boy I used to find a bit of land and 
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—AND NOW ANOTHER 


of those fine serials for young people by 


GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 


It will begin in an early issue of Christian Youth, Tue 
Sunpay ScHoou TiMEs weekly paper for teen age young 
people, and will run through about ten installments. 











No present day writer for young people knows so 
well how to handle their problems and hold their inter- 
est as does Mrs. Hill. Her characters move in whole- 
some settings such as those with which you seek to 
surround your boys and girls. © 


This latest story, “The Chance of a Lifetime,” teems 
with action and interest. You will want your young 
people to have the inspiration of its clean, Christian 
atmosphere. Why not send in NOW that subscription 
for your class or school, so they may receive the entire 
series. 


BUT THIS IS NOT ALL that Christian Youth 
will bring to your.young people. There is a Sunday- 
school lesson department that presents the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lesson each week in a way that 
really stimulates boys and girls to study their lessons 
at home. ‘* We simply can’t run our Sunday-school 
without it,’? says one superintendent. 


Then, most Christian young people are on the hunt 
for help on the Christian Endeavor topics. They will 
find usable and inspiring material each week in 
Christian Youth. 


In addition, there are Bible puzzles, news items of 
world-wide Christian intérest, how-to-make-it articles, 
nature chats and the like. 


—And all for 52 Cents a Year, where five or 
more copies go to one address. In single subscriptions, 
thé cost is 75 cents a year. Or, if your school or class 
prefers, Quarterly subscriptions may be arranged, and 
they will start with Mrs. Hill’s new story, if you wish. 

BUT,—your subscription should be mailed promptly, 
if you wish to insure getting the entire series. 

Wee Why not fill out 
coupon—NOW. 


and mail the attached 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
323-325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send CHRISTIAN YouTH to the address indicated below for 
the following period : 


eabesaces copies, one year, at 52 cents each $ 
civesenes copies, one Quarter, at 13 cents each $ 
deariaada single subscriptions, one year, at 75¢ each 
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convert it in an hour into a garden. I 
would get primroses and violets and any- 
thing else I could gather, and stick them 
into the earth. And of course when the 
sun came out they wilted and died. There 
are people in the church like that. If 
God doesn’t root them in, they just 
wither.”—From Gypsy Smith. Sent by 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Tolworth, Surbiton, 
Surrey, Eng.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


In the Dark.—And he said unto them, 
Where is your faith? (v. 25.) Two 
Christians were once speaking of their 
experiences, and one said, “It is terribly 
hard to trust God and realize his hand 
in the dark passages of life.” “Well, 
Brother,” said the other, “if you cannot 
trust a man out of your sight, he is not 
worth much; and if you cannot trust God 
in the dark, it shows you do not trust him 
at all."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Anselmo, Cal. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for the wonderful words 
of the Lord Jesus that have been gathered 
up for us in the Word which is thy Book. 
May we open our hearts today to his teach- 
ing. May we realize how constant was his 
outpouring of blessing to those with whom 
he could come into contact in city and vil- 
lage along traveled and untraveled ways 
among the crowds, and with individuals. 
How wonderful were his ways with those 
whom he could reach! May we, in our day, 
be earnest and faithful in bearing the good 
tidings —the precious Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May we be like the good 
ground in the parable, being honest and true 
in hearing the Word, in keeping it, and 
bringing forth fruit with patience. We ask 
this in the name of our Master-Teacher, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—How busy the Lord 
Jesus was! He was always out among 
people telling the Good News, helping 
them, healing them, guiding them, with 
necessary times for rest and prayer, but 
always so very busy. His faithful serv- 
ants have been busy, too, — missionaries, 
preachers, consecrated women doing good 
in their own neighborhoods, business men 
giving time to Christian work, boys and 
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girl§ helping in young people’s work of 
all sorts. Some of us have been in the 
Lord’s work. But some of us may have 
been idle and thoughtless, just following 
our own way. After you read over again 
that wonderful parable of the different 
kinds of ground, doesn’t it make you 
want to,be the good ground? This les- 
son ought to make every one of us in His, 
service want to be like the Lord in scat- 
tering the good tidings of his salvation, 
and also to make us like the good ground 
in receiving the blessed Word that we 
have even before us now. Read that 
parable again_when you go home, and 
ask yourself honestly whether you are 
like that good ground, or not. Have 
you an honest, and good heart in hear- 
ing the Word, in keeping it, and in liv- 
ing it out in your own ‘life? Big ques- 
tions for us today! Let us answer them 
prayerfully and honestly. Will the pas- 
tor lead us in prayer now? 





HEARING 


KEEPING THE WORD 
LIVING 


AM I “GOOD GROUND” ? 











Lesson Hymns 
“Sweeter as the Years Go By.’ 
“Bring Them In.” 
“Behold Me At the Door.” 
“Him That Cometh Unto Me.” 
“Dear to the Heart of the Shepherd.” 
“The Ninety and Nine.” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 8, using verses 1-15 for 

the lesson. We have been learning 
many lovely ways by which the Lord 
Jesus tried to find the people who were 
lost. We have seen him healing the 
sick, giving sight to the blind, freeing 
people from demons, raising the dead, 
and giving pardon and peace to the sin- 
ful woman. Then we listened to the 





beautiful lesson in which he taught the 
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Sow Shakespeare among the 
peoples of earth. How many 
Shakespeares will the crop 
produce? . 

















“The Seed is the Word of God” 

















‘“‘Incorruptible seed ... the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 
—1 Peter 1: 23 























Lesson for February 22 


| people some of the laws of God’s king- 
dom. 
| This week we are going to study about 
| a preaching trip the Lord made up in 
Galilee, going through the cities and vil- 
\ lages showing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God. The angels had told 
{ the shepherds of “good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” What 
| was the good news the angels brought? 
All of the children know the precious 
| Christmas verse, “For unto you is born 
| . .. a Saviour.” Well, that was the 
same good tidings he was showing to the 
people up in Galilee—a Saviour, him- 
self. The twelve disciples went with 
him on this trip. And some women who 
had been healed or delivered from evil 
spirits went along, and showed their love 
for the Lord by preparing food or other 
comforts when he was weary. 

One day a great crowd of people came 
to the Lord from the surrounding cities. 

* Matthew says they were by the seashore, 
and that the Lord spoke to the multitude 
from Simon’s boat. 

All of the people who listened to the 
Lord that day had seen farmers sowing 
grain in the ground. So he told them 
a story about a sower, and his seed. Per- 
haps the children can tell the story. Ask 
them why the farmer sowed the seed. 

Yes, of course, he expected the seed to 
come up, and that he would reap much 
more than he sowed. 

Talk with the class about what be- 
came of the different handfuls of grain 
the farmer threw upon the ground. 
Across the farmer’s field was a beaten 
path too hard to receive the seeds that 
fell upon it, and the birds came and 
picked them up. So the farmer lost 
these altogether. Some of the little grains 
fell into soft fine soil where the blade 
soon came up, but when the little roots 
| began to hunt water they ran against a 
| rock, and so they just withered up and 
| died. Another handful of grain fell into 
| good looking soil, and soon the pretty 
| 
| 
| 








green blades were up, and they began to 
grow, for there was no hard rock to 
keep the little roots from going down 
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into the soil for moisture. But there 
were other seeds already in the soil, and 
soon great strong thorn bushes were 
growing among the grain, and choked the 
little stalks so that they grew up thin 
and pale, and did not make a full head of 
grain. But the rest of the seeds fell into 
well prepared soil, and came up and 
grew into fine strong stalks, which had 
plenty of room and branched out into a 
cluster or stool of grain, each stalk bear- 
ing a head full of fine grains—a_ hun- 
dred from one seed, and rejoiced the 
heart of the sower. 

After the crowd hdd gone the, Lord 
explained the story to the disciples. The 
seed which the sower sowed is the Word 
of God. At the time he was telling the 
story, the Lord Jesus was the Sower. 
Later he was going to send the disciples 
out to sow. The different people. who 
hear are the different kinds of soil. Many 
in the great crowd. who listened to the 
Master perhaps paid little attention to 
what he said about the Father in Heaven. 
These are the wayside hearers. Many 
seem. to listen and accept the Word 
gladly, and while others are. following 
the Lord they follow, too, but when they 
are tried they fall. These are the ones 
where the ground is shallow. Then many 
listen to the Word and believe. But they 
have so many plans of their own, and so 
many other things to think about and 
to do, that they have little time to talk 
to the Father in Heaven or to hear his 
voice, so they cannot grow strong. But 
some few heard the Master then and 
some hear his Word today in an honest 
and true heart, and give him the very 
best place in their lives. They listen to 
his voice, and patiently work together 
with him. The Holy Spirit abides in 
their hearts and produces fruit in their 
lives. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Now 
this is lovely fruit, so let all the little 
boys and girls in the Primary classes 
receive the Word in good and honest 
hearts. 

Curnton, S. C. 
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A Cut-out Design. 
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With it is supplied an 
open end envelope on 
which is printed a 
short but effective 
statement about the 
cross as a Christian 
symbol. 


Size,24,x3%. Price 
$3.50 per hundred; 
50 cents a dozen. 


Easter Hyacinth 
Dollar in Dimes Collector 








tive. 


In attractive 
colors 
This isa 
novel two- 
page coin 
inlay de- 
gh 
ty design, 
by which a 
dollar in 
dimes may 
be quite 
easily col- 
lected or 
contri bu- 
ted toward 
your finan- 
cial objec- 





An open end envelope is supplied for each de- 


vice on which is printed a statement about the hyacinth 


bulb 
inches. 


and the miracle of resurrection. 


Size, 24%x2% 


Price, 45 cts. a doz., $3.00 per hundred. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 


New Lenten 
Daily Offering 
Protected Slot 

Envelope 


In colors 

A protected slot envelope 
made of strong paper ad- 
mitting coinsof various de- 
nominations up to a half- 
dollar in size. 

‘lhe days in the season 
of Lent are printed on 
these envelopes, and 
— are Fotlpe for 
checking the daily offering. 

Size, 5%x3% inches. 

Price, $2.00 per hun- 

red. 


The 
Easter 
Lily 

Coin 
Envelope 


Printed brightly in 
colors on strong 














A protected slot envel- 
ope admitting coins of 
various denominations. , 
Capacity equivalent to ¥ 
75 dimes. 


A hundred lily blooms ¥ 
to be marked off serve as 
an effective incentive to 
the collector’s activity. 

Size, 34%x5% inches. 


Price, $2.00 per hune § 
dred. * 





296 BROADWAY, Dept. 6 
NEW YORK CITY 











In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





The 
Ideal 
Secretary’s Record 
fe 
Small Sunday Schools 


(Ten Came or Len) 


Size of 


Height ot 








B.C.) 




















. 








J 












































Pupils ; 


plified and adapted to their special needs. 


cents each ; 75 cents a dozen. 
names, 20 cents each. 





























Small Maps—Sevea to Series 





Mounted on Wooden Roller 


and Winter. 


Each picture is perforated into thirteen parts, one for each Sunday in the Quarter. 
These parts are gummed and numbered to correspond with the spaces for them on an 
1 1 Each scholar has one of these cardboard mounts, 
and in order to get all of the thirteen parts of the picture to paste on the cardboard he 
nt 3un One section of the picture is distributed each week by 

The child’s interest is kept up as he sees his picture gradually grow into a 


accompanying cardboard mount. 


must be present every Sunday. 
the teacher. 
complete scene. 


: Home Department Record ; Cradle Roll Record; Cash Account; Minutes of 
Sunday School Association Meeting ;. Number of New Scholars Enrolled, etc. 


IDEAL SECRETARY’S RECORD, 30 cents. For small Sunday Schools. 
(10 classes or less.) 


WESTMINSTER IDEAL CLASS BOOKS, by Allan Sutherland. Space is 
provided for recording attendances, offerings, birthdays, and 
cut-leaf arrangement necessitates but one enrollment each year. 


NATIONAL ATTENDANCE PLAN 
50 cents a package—one Quarter’s supply for ten pupils 
This plan consists of four pictures in color, representing Spring, Summer, Autumn, 


the names of parents. 
No. 1 for 20 names, 8 
No. 2 for 70 names, 15 cents each. No. 3 for 120 


The Church School and Its Needs 


VACATION 
CHURCH SCHOOL BUTTONS 


Celluloid, 30 cents a dozen; $2.00 a hundred 

Useful in promoting enrollment and attendance. 
Distribute to both scholars and teachers. 
Vresbyterian ; No. B. Undenominational. 


Write for new Vacation School circulars. 


SPECIAL SILK FLAG OUTFITS 


5x8 feet, U. S., or Christian flag, heavy banner silk, 
gold fringed, mounted on 10-foot jointed pole, with 
11-inch spread solid brass eagle, yellow silk cord and 
| tassel, iron stand. $60.00, complete. 

4x6 feet, U.S., or Christian flag of heavy banner 
silk, fringed edge, mounted on 9 foot jointed poe, 
surmounted with spear or eagle, yellow silk cord and 
tassel, iron snd. $46.00, complete. 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS 


WESTMINSTER IDEAL RECORD, Cloth, $2.50. Contains record for a school 
of 25 classes, for four yeurs, including: Register of Officers and ‘eachers; 


Register of 


Sim- 


The 





WESTMINSTER PRESS 





OFFERING ENVELOPES 
40 cents a hundred; $3.50 
. a thousand 
A complete series of envelopes with 


No. A. 





Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building oie A cae ee ee fall 

NEW YORK PITTSBURGH ST. LOUIS colors. Birthday, Missionary, Com- Pulpit, 
156 Fifth Avenue Granite Building 914 Pine Street munion, Vacation, Cradle Roll, Spe- Platform, 
CHICAGO NASHVILLE SAN FRANCISCO cial, Children's Day, Rally Day, or 

216 S. Wabash Avenue 711 Church Street 234 McAllister Street ' ‘i 








eet 











Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas. 


Parade 


























































































































































80 * 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Seed Snatcher. 
Discussion: Here’s a good chance to 

let the fellows themselves name some of 

the many devices of the Devil to crowd 
out or take away the Word from their 
hearts. 


Objective: Keeping the eye upon the 
Lord Jesus through the Word. 











AY, fellows, here’s a story you have 
heard many times; a parable told 
by our Lord—an allegory in which the 
human heart becomes a garden for the 
growing of glorious fruit. But the Mas- 
ter Story Teller is careful to sound the 
warning that, as all gardens have enemies 
who would spoil the fruit — enemies like 
noxious thorns and weeds, deadly acids 
in the soil, and the fowls of the air —so 
there are enemies of the soul who work 
early and late to prevent a fruitful har- 
vest and frustrate the plans of the Mas- 
ter Gardener. 
It is upon the arch enemy of the soul 
that I want you to put your mind today, 
for he is pointed out ‘in this Parable of 
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the Sower in a most unusual and im- 
pressive way. The consideration of this 
special activity of the Seed Snatcher, I 
believe, warrants using the whole lesson 
time for it. Our Lord devoted a whole 
paragraph to the Devil, the Seed 
Snatcher, and placed him in the first of 
the three warnings, namely: (1) Devil; 
(2) shallow earth on the rocks; (3) 
thorns and choking weeds. 

I believe this is the only place in all 
the Bible where the office of the Devil 
as a seed robber is directly and definitely 
named, though we find Satan upon his 
first appearance in the Bible record try- 
ing (and succeeding) to take the Word 
of-God from Eve: “Ye shall not surely 
die” (Gen. 3:4). 

Let us recognize two facts: the Seed, 
which is the Word, is in a very feal 
sense Jesus Christ himself. “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God” (John 
1:1). Also that the Devil is very real, 
and an uncompromising foe to the Word. 
The Lord Jesus recognized the Devil 
as a person and taiked to him and put 
him to rout. He told Peter that Satan 
was bent upon sifting him (Peter) as 
wheat (Luke 22:31). And afterward, 
Peter, spoke of this same Devil as a 
“roaring Jion, walking about, seeking 
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whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 
These things could not have been said 
about an imaginary being. The Devil 
is a person, and he is very real, and he 
is the arch enemy of your soul and mine. 

Jesus Christ, in explaining the Parable 
of the Sower, said: “Those by the 
way side are they that hear; then cometh 
the devil, and taketh away the word out 
of their hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved” (v. 12). 

The Devil is careful to get the Word 
away, because he knows that the Word 
will save your soul and his purpose is 
to destroy your soul. A very little girl 
was stolen from her parents. <A _ long 
search was made for the child, without 
success, One day, after a number of 
years, by chance a photograph of the 
girl’s mother came into her hands. — It 
was a very lovely picture. The girl 
hugged it to her heart, with longing. The 
kidnapers took it away from her and de- 
stroyed it. They knew that as long as 
the girl had that picture of her mother 
to look upon there would be greater dif- 
ficulty in making her content to remain 
away from her home. 

The Word is the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. It is much like a photograph be- 
cause it shows him so clearly in his 
matchless character and his winsome love. 
If you and I dwell upon that picture, we 
love him more and more. The Devil’s 
first concern is to snatch it away. That 
is why when you hear a sermon that 
touches your heart and arouses within 
you new purposes to serve the Lord Jesus, 
something usually happens to make you 
forget and to cool your ardor. The Devil 
is doing that. It would be a mighty good 
plan, whenever your heart is stirred by 
something that helps you see the Lord 
Jesus more clearly and makes you want 
to be what he wants you to be, to get 
on your knees as soon as you can and 
ask the Lord to fix that purpose and 
guard it for you, himself; for you may 
be sure the Devil is near by watching 
his opportunity to “snatch away the 
Word.” 


Fix your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in his wonderful face; 
And the things of earth 
Will grow strangely dim 

In the light of his glory and grace. 


Fellows, we grow like that upon which 
we look steadily. Keep the Word in your 
view, and thus in your heart. 

Greensporo, N. C. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


fp answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuHRIsTIAN YoutTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 


the interest and practical value of home- 


work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisT1AN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Who was it helped to make possible 
this preaching tour of the Lord Jesus? 

2. How can we help send him to those 
who have never heard about him today? 

3. Why did Christ teach by means of 
parables? 

4. What things may make our hearts 
hard and unreceptive to God’s Word? 

5. What are some of the things that 
choke out God’s Word today? 

6. Are we responsible for the condi- 


tion of our hearts? How may we have 
it changed? 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew - 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 


2. “Take heed therefore how ye hear.” 

3. And they were puzzled — “afraid” 
— “astonished.” 

4. How do you “hear” this eighth chap- 
ter of Luke? 














A= your girls to join that group of 
women who followed and heard and 
saw -the wonders of the words and deeds 
of “The World’s Saviour” as he lived 
through the deeds told of him in Luke’s 
eighth. chapter. - Ask each girl to put 
herself'in the place of Mary of Magdala, 
or Joanna, or Susanna and let herseli 
mentally see and hear what-those women 
saw and heard, as well’ as the “many 
others, which ministered unto him of their 
substance” (Luke 8: 3). 


1 and 2, Luke is a vivid story-teller, 
and he had the most marvelous One to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Jésus BEARING THE Good TIDINGS 
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Lesson fer February 22 


tell of that ever human eyes have looked 
upon or human ears heard! It was 
Jesus himseff who warned those first 
watchers to take care to listen and to 
take care how they listened to him. What 
then shall we “see” and “hear” through 
this eighth chapter of Luke’s story of 
“The World’s Saviour”? 


3. The first throng of people we join 
(8:4) heard that little story of the most 
commonplace happening of their country- 
side —the story of the sower and what 
befell his seed. So ordinary did it sound 
that it was then that the Teacher warned 
the crowd around him to “listen, every 
one who has ears to listen with!” (Wey- 
mouth.) He evidently thought this lit- 
tle story an important one. The every- 
day sort of story and his emphasis upon 
listening to it clearly puzzled his closest 
friends, who asked him for its inner 
meaning. This he made crystal clear 
and added again, “Be careful, therefore, 
how you hear” (Weymouth); for of 
those to whom such a treasure of truth 
as this had been given much more would 
be given and expected. What do you 
“hear” in this “parable of the sower’? 

Next we hear him claiming as his near- 
est and dearest those who “hear the word 
of. God,. and do it.” Such reward for true 
“hearing”! Who could want more? 

Then we shiver and shudder with those 
frightened men in that little storm-tossed 
boat until we hear “the Master of ocean 
and earth and sky” speak, ‘Peace, be 
still,” to the winds and the waves, which 
obeyed him! So “afraid” were those first 
watchers of this scene that they could 
only say to one another, “What manner 
of man is this?” Do you know who he 
is —this Maker and Master of all cre- 
ated forces? 

Imagine being a dweller in that country 
of the Gadarenes, knowing well that aw- 
ful, pitiful demoniac in his wild ravings 
—and then seeing him “clothed, and in 
his right mind,” sitting at the feet of this 
Master of men, begging for a place in 
his service! Would you have been “ter- 
rified” (Weymouth), like the people of 
that neighborhood, and have this power- 
ful Master to go away, as they did? 

Join that multitude that thronged and 
pressed around Jesus as that suffering 
woman touched the edge of his cloak. 
How Mary of Magdala must have felt for 
her! And rejoiced with her when that 
power she knew so well passed from him 
to her! Do you? 

Only three were permitted in that 


death-chamber of the little only daughter, | 


beside her parents, but you can go there 
now, and see that tender hand grasp the 
little lifeless one, and hear that voice none 
ever failed to obey call out, “Maid, 
arise.” Are you, like her parents, only 
“astonished” at such love and power? Or 
are you ready to follow him, like Mary 
and pa and those other devoted wo- 
men 


Home Study 


Which is your favorite picture of 
“Jesus Raising Jairus’ Daughter”? Use 
it in your synopsis, if you can secure a 
copy. In which of these six scenes does 
the Saviour attract you most strongly? 
Why? Write your answer in your notes. 


Decatur, Ga, 
a7 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(Op the lesson for February 15) 


1. Very probably she had heard of both 
the Roman captain’s servant’s healing and 
of the restoring to life of the widow’s son 
— both acts of divine pity and power. 


2. He answered the inmost thoughts of 
both the sinful woman and his host, without 
a single spoken word from either one — un- 
til Simon had to answer Christ’s direct ques- 
tion ! 


3. Forgiveness of her sins. 
47, 48, and 50. 


4. That Simon failed to show him the 
common courtesy of that day, namely, the 
provision of water to wash his feet, the wel- 
coming salute of a kiss, and the fact that 
the guests “began to say within themselves, 
Who is this that forgiveth sins also?” 


5. The charge was frequently made against 


See verses 


him that he ate with publicans and sinners. ' 


Here is an instance of his eating in the home 
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of a Pharisee — doubtless one of “the high 
ups.” ‘ 

6. Note Luke’s list of thosé women in 8: 
1-3. Surely he would have mentioned this 
woman then, had she become one of that 
group. She was surely a woman of Ca- 
pernaum and each of those (Luke 8: 2, 3) 
is identified too clearly to be taken for this 
woman. 


7. Sometimes this sinful woman is iden- 
tified as .thut Mary of Bethany who also 
broke an alabaster box of perfume for her 
Lord, but without the least evidence either 
direct or inferential in Scripture for this 
confusion. This woman was of the same 
city as this Simon, and that city was Ca- 
pernaum. 


8. This one incident is all we are told of 
this woman. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Mar: 1. What Jesus ®aches about God Our 
Father. John 4: 23-26. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

Mar. 8. What Is the Church? Eph. 2: 18-22; 
Rom. 12:4, 5 

Mar. 15. My Responsibilities to the Church. 
r Pet. 4: 7-11. 

Mar. 22. Important Ideas in John 3: 16. 





Sunday, February 22 


Every Christian a Missionary 
(Acts 1 : 6-8) 


say unto thee, Except a man be born of 

water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 

into the kingdom of God” (John 3: 3, 5). 
se 


Another great reason why we should 
spread the Good News is the fact that 
God has done so much to make the Good 
News possible. He “so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” God 
gave the greatest gift that he had, and 
the Lord Jesus was willing to come to 
this earth to suffer and die that there 
might be Good News to preach. Who, 
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then, are we to question whether or not 
we shall spread the Good News? 
se 


Certainly another great reason why 
we should spread the Good News is the 
fact that we ourselves have heard it. 
Revelation brings responsibility. Paul 
speaks of himself as having been a debtor 
to “the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, 
as much as in me is, I am ready to preach 
the gospel to you that are at Rome also” 
(Rom. 1:14, 15). If the postman deliv- 
ered a letter to your home addressed to 


some one else you would be criminally 
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Mon.—Missionary enthusiasm (Acts 2: 
41-47). 

Tues.—Personal work (Acts 8 : 26-40). 

Wed.—Missionary results (Acts 8 : 1-8). 

Thurs.—Healing service (Acts 14 : 8-18). 

Fri.—-Missionary vision (Acts 16 : 9-13). 

Sat.—Soul-winners (Acts 16 : 25-34). 











Why spread the Good News? 
What personal work may we do at home? 
How help home and foreign missions? 


&e OW long is it,” asked an old Mo- 

hammedan woman in Bengal, “since 
Jesus died for sinful people? Look at 
me; I am old, I have prayed, given 
alms, gone to the holy shrines, become 
as dust from fasting, and all. this is use- 
less. Where have you been all this 
time ?” 

That cry was echoed from the icy 
shores of the farthest northwest terri- 
tory. “You have been many moons in 
this land,” said an old Eskimo to the 
Bishop of Selkirk. “Did you know this 
good news then? Since you were a boy? 
And your father knew? Then why did 
you not come sooner?” 

It was heard in the snowy heights of 
the Andes. “How is it,” asked a Peru- 
vian, “that during all the years of my 
life I have never before heard that Jesus 
Christ spoke those precious words?” 

It was repeated in the white streets 
of Casablanca, North Africa. “Why,” 
cried a Moor to a Bible-seller, “have you 
not run everywhere with this Book? 
Why do so many of my people not know 
of the Jesus whom it proclaims? Why 
have you hoarded it to yourselves? Shame 
on you!” a 


God’s Word gives us a number of rea- 
sons why we should spread the Good 
News. One of them is echoed in the 
cries that we have just read from the 
Andes, from Africa, and from the frozen 
North. It is the fact of the universal 
need of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Isaiah 
53:6 we read, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way.” Romans 3: 23 tells us 
that “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God,” and in Romans 5: 
12 we read, “Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.” 

The Lord Jesus himself emphasized the 
universal need for a new birth and a 
change of heart when he said, “Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. ... Verily, verily, I 
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GRACIOUS, LOOK aT 
“THis SHIET. WHITE AS 
SNow! MRs.MoRTON WAS 
TRIGHT — } LU NEVETe USE 

ANYTHING BuT RINSO, ITS 
A MARVELOUS 
WORK SAVER 














How wonderful! Clothes soak 


white as snow 
Say goodbye to scrubbing and boiling 


‘O WONDER millions have changed to 
Rinso! ‘‘It soaks out dirt like magic,” 
says Mrs. W.G. Farrington of Bangor, Me. 
“I don’t scrub or boil, yet I hang out a 
snowy wash,” says Mrs. G. D. Stark of 
Bellingham, Wash. 
Thousands write to tell us how remark- 
able Rinso is. ‘‘Saves the clothes!” they 
tell us. “Spares the hands!” 


Cup for cup, Rinso gives twice as much 
suds as lightweight, puffed-up soaps. Thick, 
creamy, /asting suds, even in the hardest 
water. it’s all you need on washday— 


Millions use Rinso 


in tub, washer and dishpan 





no bar soaps, chips, powders or softeners. 


Great in washers, too 


The makers of 39 famous washers recom- 
mend Rinso for safety and for whiter 
clothes. Get the BIG package today. Great 
for-dishes and general cleaning, too. 


Guaranteed by the makers of LUX— | 
Lever Brothers Co., Cambridge, Mass. 
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The Bible Expositor 


and Illuminator 


The ‘‘Bible Expositor and Illumina- 
tor’ following the Int. Uniform S. S. Les- 
son Topics, is undoubtedly the fullest and 
most outstanding Quarterly published. 160 

ages. It is strictly sound in doctrine 
Findamentally. 


Price: Single copy, 30c. 
Per Year, $1.00 


If unsatisfactory after 30 days trial, 
money will be refunded on receipt of 
Quarterly. Sample Lesson on Application. 


Address : 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680. CLEVELAND, OHIO 














SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


‘This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 

rted for from 77 cents to $2.00 a week. $40 to $100 
or a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 
literature. 
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negligent if you held or destroyea the 
letter. God has delivered his Word to us 
who know him. It is his love letter to 
the whole wide world. Dare we lay it 
aside and make no effort to deliver it 
to those for whom it is intended? 

5% 


Still another reason for spreading the 
Good News is the fact that if we truly 
belong to Christ, his love will constrain 
us to do this (2 Cor. 5: 14-20). One of 
the sure indications that we have been 
born again is the desire that will spring 
up in our hearts to carry the Gospel to 
those who have never heard. 


v 


But, the greatest reason of all for 
spreading the Good News is undoubt- 
edly the fact that the Lord Jesus com- 
manded us to do this. Some have been 
able to stifle their conscience by arguing 
that God will make some provision for 
the heathen who have never heard of 
him, Others have perhaps been able to 
ignore the loving impulse that God puts 
in their hearts to constrain them to be 
his ambassadors. But we cannot dodge 
the unmistakable fact that the Lord Jesus 
himself “commanded ‘his followers to go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature (Matt. 28:19). Our 
Scripture lesson tells us that we are to 
be his witnesses unto the “uttermost part 
of the-earth.” Whether we agree with 
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and Service. With these will a shadowed world 


1—The Triumphal a I1—Gethsemane. 








EASTER PAGEANTS 
ait (— AND SERVICES 


Hail the Victor 


“An An Easter Service for Sunday Schools 
East PRICES: 8c copy; 85c a dozen; $3.25 for 50; $6.00 for 100 
( Song Service THs service contains ten songs, responsive readings, and 
. recitations. The words are by Lizzie DeArmond and music 


Su SCHOOLS by C. Harold Lowden. The music is bright and not difficult. 


An Easter Pageant with 
familiar music 


By MATTIE B. SHANNON - 
Price, 30c copy ; $3.00 dozen, postpaid 
A dramatic and effective pageant, but not difficult. May be very ac- 
ceptably given as a combined choir and Sunday School presentation. 
Very little memory work. It tells the story of a Saviour’s victory 
over death and his gift of life for believing men. A story of Easter 
which contains the theme of a lighted cross. Through the power of the 
Risen Christ, the Cross of Calvary has iu truth be 
OF LIGHT, with rays of Love, Faith, Hope, Jo 


——— The Cross of Light 


ail men shall glory in the cross of the conquering Christ. In five parts: 


1V—The Resurrection. The Lighted Cross. Mattie B Shannon 
Pree Sot Crpy $7~ Dosen Praga 

METHODIST PROTESTANT BOOK CONCE.*, 

Easter | 


Sunrise Service 


By REV. LOUIS RANDALL, D.D. 
Price, 30c copy; $3.00 dozen, postpaid. 


This is an early Easter Sunrise Service following closely the gospel 
marrative of the Resurrection. It can be held either in or cut of doors. 
A service of this type has been in demand. Dr. Randall has beautifully 
supplied this need in this dramatic pageant. Churches or groups of 
churches who observe a service of this type will find here a beautiful 
presentation of the Resurrection. A wonderful climax in the form of 
&@ pantomime using as a theme “ Faith,”’ “‘ Hope,”” and “ Charity” 
brings to a close the pageant. 


service, 








come A CROSS 
X; Peace, Truth, Life, 
e made bright until 





i 
Ii—The Crucifixion. Familiac Musie 












































Passion Week 
Beit Rental Self-Denial 


Oflering Envelope 





Passion Week 


Offering Envelopes 
$1.00 per 100, postpaid 


Here is an envelope that offers a plan for 
churches to double their Easter Offerings. 
Distribute these envelopes on Palm Sunday. 
Space is provided to record the daily Self- 
Denial Offering during Passion Week. A 
slot in the envelope receives the coins. En- 
velope is to be deposited on the offering 
plate Easter Sunday. 











Sc each; 5Qc dozen; $3.75 per 100, postpaid 


for name, address and number. 





My Easter Offering Box Attendance Banners 


This new offering box is printed in five colors. The For schools and societies desiring a special banner 
design illustrates the women visiting the tomb early t0_ encourage punctuality in attendance, increased 
Easter morning. Scripture quotation ‘ He is not 
here—He is Risen.” Size 2x2% inches. Heavy card- 
board sides with tin top and bottom. Specially con- with silk cord attached ready for hanging. 
structed slot prevents coin from coming out. Space No, 1—Banner Offering Class. No. 3—Banner At- 


Write for 124 page catalog — Order from your Church Supply Hause 


STOCKTON PRESS 516 $.N; Charice st. 


Sample envelope sent on request. 


$6.00 each, postpaid. 


offerings and attendance, we offer three designs 
made in uniform sizes 18x24 inches with silk fringe. 
Price includes hardwood cross rod, and brass ends 


No, 2—Banner Class. tendance Class. 


are ignoring his will. 


But let us not make the mistake of 
thinking that if, because of youth, or in- 
complete preparation, or some other good 
and valid reason, we are unable to go, 
our responsibility is-cancelled. All too 
often we draw a distinction between for- 
eign and home missions that is not there. 
“All the world” includes our own home, 
our next door neighbor, our schoolmates, 
and those who work in the same office 
with us. How many can you name 
among your acquaintances and associates 
of whom you are unable to say definitely 
that they belong to Christ? What are 
you doing to discharge your obligation 
to them? Have you ever made it your 
business to find out whether they have 
accepted him as their Saviour, or to ask 
them to do so? 

ye 


In thinking of how we may help home 
and foreign missions, we find that there 
are three possibilities. First and fore- 
most, we may go in response to our 
Lord’s command. We may go whether 
it be into the room next to ours, into 
the house next door, across the street, 
or into the wilds of Africa or China or 
into the frozen North. 

Then we may send. God has entrusted 
most of us with at least a small amount 
of money, or with the ability to earn 
it. It does not belong to us. We are 
merely stewards. What kind of an ac- 
counting can we give for our use of 
that which he has entrusted to us? 
Finally, and yet most important, we 
can ‘pray. The Lord Jesus urged his 
disciples to pray the Lord of the harvest 
that he would send forth laborers into 
his vineyard, because the grain was so 
overripe and the laborers so few. Al- 
though we may be unable to send much, 
and our circumstances do not permit us 
to go very extensively, yet there is none 
of us but that can pray largely and thus 
have a very real and important part in 
spreading the Good News. 

One helpful way in which we may be 
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it or not it is a direct command. *We]| Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D., President, 
cannot truly call Christ our Lord if we | Evangelical Theological College, -Dallas, 
Tex.; Dr. R. B. Kuyper, President of 
; Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich., and 
Charles G. Trumbull; Editor of the 
Times; -I.. H. Linton - of - Washington, 
D. C.; Samuel G. Craig, D:D., Editor of 
Christianity Today; and Harold Paul 
Sloan, D.D. The Sunday afternoon meet- 
ing will be a special missionary meeting at 
which Robert H. Glover, M:D., F.R.G.S., 
Home Director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, will speak. 


Registrations should be sent to Gerard 


H. Snell, Westminster Seminary, 1528 
Pine Street, Philadelphia. 
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reminded to pray is through the use of 
a missionary prayer calendar. In our 
‘missionary reading, when we learn of 
the need of a particular field or the 
work of a certain missionary, why not 
jot this name down on our calendar pad, 
say once for every week or every month, 
as we may feel led to do. You will be 
surprised how such a calendar will grow 
and what a world-wide interest it will 
give you in spreading the Good News. 
Are you willing to have this kind of 
prayer partnership with those who are 
on the firing line? 


Have I recognized my responsibility in 
spreading the Good News? 

What am I doing to discharge it? 

Am I doing all that I can to go, to send, 
and to pray? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Convention of the League 
of Evangelical Students 


HE League of Evangelical Students, 

with chapters in thirty seminaries and 
colleges, will hold its annual convention 
in Philadelphia, February 13-15. _The 
League was organized to rally students 
who desire to stand for faith in Christ’s 
redeeming sacrifice, his resurrection, his 
virgin birth, his second advent, and the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures. 

The meetings, with the exception of 
one, will be held at the Eastern Baptist 
Seminary on Rittenhouse Square. There 
will be meetings at 2.30 and 7.45 P. M. 
Friday; 10 A. M., 2.30 P. M., and 8 


There will be a banquet at the Seminary 
at 6 P. M. Saturday; and on Sunday 
night the meeting will be united with 
the evening service of the Christ Memo- 
rial Reformed Episcopal Church, Twenty- 
third and Chestnut Streets, at which 
James M. Gray, D.D., President of the 
Moody Bible Institute, will be the speaker. 
Other speakers will be J. Gresham 





Greeting Cards 
for All Occasions 


Keep in Touch ih i2'ieods with sonable 
Greeting Cards. Keep a supply on hand for Per- 
sonal or Organization use. Scripture Text Cards 
ea Specialty. ~ 

My “‘ First Aid Kit” of appropriate greetings, val 
ONE DOLLAR, will be sent on APPROVAL, on 
request. : 

Ask for MONEY MAKING PLANS and Cata- 
log. Excellent profit— No investment necessary. 

NOW READY—Easter Cards with Christian 
sentiments, many with Bible Texts. : 


MRS. L. F. PEASE 
260 LAUREL ST., Dept. T., BUFFALO,N.Y. 











Africa Inland Mission 


HEADQUARTERS 
373 Cariton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


20: 
Missionaries 200, African Laborers 600, 

aching and teaching the great -es- 
sentiais of the Scriptures in 25 dialects in 
East and Central‘Africa. - Bible Schools, 
Hospitals, and many Dispensaries opera- 
ted. The hope of Africa lies im the know!- 
edge of an almighty Redeemer, of a whole 
Bible and a spirit filled native ministry. 


INLAND AFRICA 
and other literature mailed free on request 
A work of faith in dark Africa 

















P. M. Saturday; and 2.30 P. M. Sunday. 











Machen, D.D., Litt.D., Professor of New 
Testament at Westminster Seminary; 
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AMERICAN EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
156 Fifth Avenue, - - New York City 
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Lesson for February 22 
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UROPE 
HOLY LAND 
EDITERRANEA 


SAILS " 
Visits : 


JULY 2 
>, Azores, Lisbon, Na- 
ples, Palermo, Ath- 
2 ens, Holy Land and 
Egypt 2 to3 weeks, 
j Constantinople, Ma- 
deira. Other sailings 
are May 21, 63 days, $910, and 
June 17, 76 days, $995. These 
trips in addition to above include 
Rome, Florence, Venice, Switz- 
erland, Paris. Parties in charge 
of such eminent menas Dr.Henry 
A. Fisk, Vice President of the 
College of Idaho. Costs include 
complete sight-seeing, 
hotels, steamer 


accommodation, etc. 
2 WELL planned 


itineraries of Eu- 

rope and the Near 

East shown in our new 

booklet, ““ VACATIONS 

ABROAD,” which will 
— be sent free. : E 

No obligation. 54 years’ experi > 

A service ‘‘ second to sone 


-_ 

= Si ‘do 

= almmons cours 
1340 Broadway, Herald Sq. Bldg. 

Wisconsin 7-0030. NEW YORK 
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A New Classic by the 
Author of “‘The Hidden Years.” 


THE SPLENDOUR 


OF THE DAWN 
B 
JOHN OXENHAM 


A tale of the days when the New Testa= 
ment was lived on Earth, The V. Y. Sun 
says: ‘‘A thing of beauty. It is a book to be 
read again and again.’’ Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling, Editor of the Christian Herald 
writes: ‘‘ This romance of the world’s 
greatest figure, the story of the splendor 


of His dawn, will have, I believe, an 
equal appeal for all creeds, all races, and 
all ages.’’ Price, $2.00. 


LONGMANS 
GREEN & CO., 


55 FIFTH AVE., 
New York. 




















| *‘A coat of 
| many colors’’ 


This illustration (very much 
reduced from the original) gives 
an idea of the attractive ma- 
terial we offer for coloring and 
other handwork in connection 
with the Graded Lessons, 
‘This set is simple and practical 
and erlgnes for supplementary 
use in the Beginners and Pri- 
mary grades. Something for the 
child to do every Sunday in the 
year. ‘The material for the child 
is all prepared, with Handbook 
of instructions for the teacher. 





Send ae | for Specimen 
‘ages 


MILLER PUBLISHING CO, 
Dept. S. W. 


161 Front Ave., Salamanca,N. Y. 
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( For Family Worship \ 


| By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 16 to 22 


Mon.—Luke & : 1-15, 
Jesus Bearing Good Tidings. 
The fact that the Lord Jesus was born 
in the flesh as the world’s Saviour was 
in itself good tidings (Luke 2:10), and 
the message that he bore, in this “read- 
ing,” of the kingdom of God — is good- 
tidings. They are the best tidings ever 
sent to womankind, and women were 
quick to perceive it (vs. 2, 3). The Gos- 
pel has emancipated women and children 
wherever it has had free course. He 
sowed the seed of the Word, but Satan 
seeks ‘to keep the soil unproductive. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for salva- 
tion for the two hundred thousand illegiti- 
mate children born annually in Japan; 
for the thousand babies forsaken on the 
streets every year there; for the four 
million girls under fifteen in questionable 
professions; for the work of the Japan 
Rescue Mission (16 Alexandra Road, 
Birkenhead, Eng.). 

Tues.—Luke 7 : 18-23. 
Good Tidings to the Poor. 

Why was Christ’s preaching of the 
Gospel to the poor an evidence of his 
Messiahship? Because it was prophesied 
this should be one of the evidences (Isa. 
61:1). And why should it need to be 
prophesied? Doubtless because Israel’s 
apostasy was marked more and more by 
neglect of the poor, not only temporally 
but spiritually. The Gospel still puts a 
grand hope for eternal wealth into the 
hearts of the poverty-stricken. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for sixteen 
workers to be supplied with eighty thou- 
sand Gospels at a cost of three thousand 
dollars to evangelize one thousand one 
hundred and thirty-six villages represent- 
ing half a million souls. The call comes 
from Charles H. Billington, Makhtal, 
Deccan, via Krisna, G. I. P., India, Field 
Superintendent of the Telugu Village 
Mission (473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, 
| ae ee 


Wed.—Isaiah 35 : 3-10. 
Good Tidings Concerning the Kingdom. 
This is a beautiful picture of the re- 
gathering of dispersed Israel into its old 
homeland where even the desert parts 
shall literally blossom as the rose. It 
of course includes a vision of what the 
millennial kingdom will be like, empha- 
sizing its holiness. Now is the time to 
prepare for kingdom holiness. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Indian work of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, especially the min- 
tstry of Senor Mendoza around Tama- 
sunchale, through which a great national 
highway will soon pass, which will 
greatly facilitate the work. Pray for 
the hundred who have asked for baptism. 
Pray for the Rev. J. T. Dale, D.D., in 
charge of the work. 


Thurs.—Acts 8 : 1-8. Good Tidings Proclaimed. 


Stephen’s powerful testimony was the 
last chance of the Jewish nation to ac- 
cept the Gospel. They had rejected Jesus, 
Peter, and now Stephen. So God pro- 
claims it to “all nations” (v. 1; Luke 
24:47), through persecution-scattered 
Christians. In those days every Chris- 
tian was a missionary. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: Pray for the 
Maya Indians being ministered to in 
Yucatan by the Rev. N. W. Taylor. 
Pray that funds may be supplied to put 
four available men in this field at not 
over one hundred dollars a month each 
| (Pioneer Mission Agency, 80 Stafford 
Building, Philadelphia). 
| Fri—Acts 10: 34-43. 

Good Tidings for All Nations. 

The essence of the Good Tidings is 
that our Lord Jesus carried a sinless 
life, lived in the energy of the Holy 








Spirit, to Calvary, but rose from the dead, 





and will remit sins to those who believe, 
so that they may escape judgment (cf. vs. 
38, 42, 43). This is the time to get it 
out into unreached fields. 

PRAYER SuccGesTions: Pray for the 
remarkable open door to the Inland 
South American Missionary Union in 
the Iquitos, Peru, District, where there 
are three hundred converts, an increase 
of two hundred tn a year. 

Sat.—John 14: 1-10. 
Good Tidings for the Bereaved. 


It is indeed good news to know that 
our loved ones who have gone before 
have mansions up there, and that they 
will move into theirs and we into ours 
at his coming again (John 14:2, 3). 
Heavenly recognition is taught in the 
“together” of 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 
There will be millions of family reunions 
on the way up! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
survey of the needy northern Colombia 
field by the World Dominion Movement 
undertaken this summer, and that it may 
speedily result in missionary occupation 
(113 Fulton Street, New York). 
Sun.—Isaiah 61 : 1-11. 

Good Tidings for the Meek. 

Our Lord preached a sermon in his 
boyhood home church from this text, but 
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as he applied it to himself the congrega- 
tion rose up to pitch him over the cliff. 
Unbéelief is never meek, and cannot ac- 
cept the Gospel. But the meek “shall 
inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). That 
was part of his good tidings to this class. 
God grant we may be included. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
work of Mr. G. Russell Collmer in the 
Virginia section of Guatemala, Central 
America. 





WHY PAY TOO MUCH ? 


If you intended to pay $60, $70, $75 for Sunday 
School ymnals, it fs too much. You would 
not receive full value for the money. 

Our prices vary from $30 to $45 the hundred 
according to binding. 


Ow 

we are offering a SPECIAL 1 discount as 

our contribution to ‘GOOD TIMES COMING.” 

Ministers, Superintendents, Committees are in- 

vited to send for examination copies, at our ex- 

pense. Our S. S. Hymnals have the approval of 
high authorities. 

Our music is animated but never frivolous. 
PUBILATEB.. oie ec cca 450,000 in use. 
MAGNIFICAT 300,000 in use. 
SONGS OF FAITH AND TRIUMPH 

Combined, an all purpose book 
THE CALL TO PRAISE 
Children’s Division Hymnal. 
Our Easter Services, Helpers, Pageants now 
ready. Send for catalogue free. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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N “New Songs for Service” all types of hymns are 


represented in a proper 


balance to provide suitable 


musical background for every religious use. 


Edited by Mr. Homer Rodeheaver it embodies his wealth of experience 
in the choice of words and music for every type of evangelistic meeting 
and church service. He and other leaders of Church Music and Relig- 
ious Education have personally tested in actual use the 70 New Songs 


never before issued in book form. 


Besides these there are over 250 
Standard Church Hymns empha- 
sizing the great spiritual messages, 
an exceptional selection of the 
popular Religious Education 
Hymns, many well-known devo- 
tional hymns, and extensive 
Worship Programs and Scripture 
selections for responsive reading. 
Present day needs require a wider 
range of Hymns and Gospel Songs 
to express musically the funda- 
mentalsof our religion. New Songs 


for Service meets the needs of the 
militant progressive church of 
today in giving clear voice to these 
fundamentals. ; 

You owe it to your church to be in 
a position to advise the adoption 
of this inspiring book. Mail coupon 
below for examination copy. 
Special reduced price $40.00 per 
hundred; also in durable Bristol 
binding at $30.00 per 100. Prices 
not prepaid. Fully orchestrated 
for 14 instruments. 


THE RODEHEAVER Co. 


CHICAGO 
Room 1325, 28 E. Jackson Bivd. 





PHILADELPHIA 
Dept. 25, 721 Arch Street 
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(Address nearest office) 


Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of New Songs for Service for 
ed and also a copy of your 
complete catalog of hymnals, song ks, junior choir, solos, 


quartets, pageants, etc. 
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HYMNALS THAT 
CONTINUE TO LEAD 





UNSURPASSED FOR GENERAL USE 


AMERICAN CHURCH & CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL 
compiled and edited by W. E. M. Hackleman, Minister 
of Worship, Butler University. 


AMERICAN NIOR CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL 
compiled by Edward R. Bartlett, D.D., Professor of Religious 
Education, DePauw University, assisted by Dean R. G. Mc- 
Cutchan, Mus. D. DePauw School of Music. 


American Church and Church School Hymnal: Price, $.75 per copy ; $65.00 
S hundred, not prepaid. Complete Orchestration. American Junior Church 
hool Hymnal: Price, $.75 per copy; $60.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 


WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO SEND YOU A RETURNABLE SAMPLE 
Please mention The Sunday School Times when ordering 


E. O. EXCELL CO. 


410 S. MICHIGAN AVE. CHICACO ILL. 


ROOM 736 A 
























































The Interdenominational 
Foreign Mission Association 


VER two million dollars was received 

in 1930 by the fifteen missions com- 
prising the Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association of North America. 
The total number of their missionaries 
(not including native workers) is 2,208, 
and the estimated total value of all their 
property in the various fields is $1,859,- 
500. This large sum of ‘money came in 
without any personal or direct appeal, 
and in some cases the needs of the Mis- 
sion were not even made known, These 
figures are given in a booklet entitled 
“Faith Missions,” just published by the 
Association, and they illustrate in a re- 
markable manner the words of Scripture: 
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:8). 
The oldest of the Missions in the As- 
sociation has been in existence for sev- 
enty years, the next, sixty-five years. 
Their fields are scattered throughout the 
world, most of them lying far in the in- 
terior of the continents of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America, since in every case 
aggressive evangelism is emphasized. The 
following requirements are necessary to 
fellowship in the Association: Subscrip- 
tion to its doctrinal basis, and a yearly 
audit of accounts, with the publication 
of a financial statement. The doctrinal 
basis is given in the booklet. « 
“The purpose of the Association is 
threefold: First, to secure spiritual fel- 
lowship and intercessory prayer; second, 
to open the way to mutual conference con- 
cerning missionary principles, methods and 
action and to co-operation in the same; 
and, third, to make possible the bearing 
of a united testimony to the need of a 
speedy and complete evangelization of the 
world.” The association was organized 
in 1917. 

The booklet gives the names of the 
officers of the Association, and the head- 
quarters addresses and brief descriptions 
of the fifteen member missions. It may 
be had free upon request to the Secre- 
tary, Dr. George H. Dowkontt, 113 Ful- 
ton Street, New York City. 


Robert Harkness’ 
Continent-Wide Tour 


LITTLE group had gathered around 

the piano in the hall of a summer 
hotel. Robert Harkness was weaving 
lovely melodies from the keys, and some 
of us who listened were wondering if 
he could do what he so often does in his 
musical programs in evangelistic services, 
—compose a chorus for a Bible text 
given to him on the spur of the moment. 
“Certainly, I'll be glad to,” said Mr. 
Harkness, and the text was then given to 
him —‘“He giveth power to the faint; and 
to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength” (Isa. 40:29). “Bob” Hark- 
ness, as his friends know him, leaned 
over the keys for a moment, touching a 
chord here and there, and then he began 
to play the chorus he had composed just 
at that moment, beautifully fitted to the 
text, warmly spiritual, dignified, and ap- 
pealing. It was not strange that guests 











of the hotel began to gather, and take 









In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday Schooi Times. 


their seats where they could hear the 
music as the musician kept on with his 
harmonies. 

Readers of THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Times know Robert Harkness’ work in 








this paper in the choruses as written for 











A Whole Year for $1.00 


mm ILLUSTRATOR 


Sound and dependable — recommended by 
The Sunday School Times. 


Makes Sunday-school teaching gratifying! 


‘Analysis fine, comments excellent, illustrations to the point."—/. W. 
Duvall, Sample copy free. $1.00 A YEAR. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR,158 Fifth Ave.,NewYork 






































the Golden Text. They also know of 
his world-wide service in great evangel- 
istic campaigns with Dr. Torrey and 
others. Just now he is planning a con- 
tinent-wide tour in which thousands of 
persons will be greatly interested, and 
the more they know of his Sacred Music 
Recitals in the churches the more inter- 
ested they will be. 

Mrs. Harkness will accompany her 
husband on this tour, and her rich mezzo- 
soprano voice with its mellow spiritual 
quality beautifully interprets the Gospel 
in song. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harkness offer to a 
church, or group of churches, “A Day 
of Musical Evangelism,” with a message 
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sational Significance of Modern Music.” 
In the afternoon they present their pro- 
gram of “Gospel Song and Story.” In 
the evening a great evangelistic service 
is held with a memorable message by 
Mr. Harkness, telling of “A Musician’s 
Conversion,” which is the story of his 
own experience, and as a preliminary 
to the address Mr. and Mrs, Harkness 
will conduct a short song service, fol- 
lowed by special vocal and instrumental 
numbers, 

It is in such services as these that 
Mr. Harkness sets Scripture texts to 
music, as suggested by anyone in the 
audience, and then he teaches the audience 
to sing that chorus. The services are 
wonderfully appealing in their call te 
the unsaved, and in the great blessing 
that they bring to Christians. 

in Victorious. Life conferences last 
summer in California, where the Editor 
of the Trmes was speaking, Mr. Hark- 
ness’ musical leadership in the program 
of the conferences was everywhere deeply 
appreciated. 

Mr. Harkness depends entirely upon 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or, new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either te 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5S@ cents for postage. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 

paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upon application. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
NEW PRIZE CONTEST For 


BEST TRACTS 


First Prize $100.00 and Gold Medal 
Second Prize $50.00. Third Prize $25.00 


Annuity Bonds 
Exceptionally Attractive. Safe and Satisfactory 


A REMARKABLE BIBLICAL DISCOVERY 
By William Phillips Hall 
A noteworthy treatise on the DEITY of CHRIST 
pede wenn An for Christian workers. Endorsed 
by Evangelical! leaders. Postpaid $1.50. 
Send for particulars concerning the book, 
the Prizes, and the Annuity Bonds. 


American Tract Society, 7 W. 45th St., New York City 


























YES 1 sell Luke’s Gospel, size 24 x4%, 5 cents 
9 each, 24 for $1.00. Good print, cloth bind- 
ing. Palestine map, fey. own_make.) Sample page 








at the morning service on “The Dispen- 











and map free. ELIZABETH MERRIAM, 
103 Keech, Framingham. Massachusetts 
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Description of materials, texts and methods 
that will make your school a success. 
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PAUL’S STORY 
HAND WORK 
CARDS 


A new number of the 
Popular Dietz Hand- 
work series extensive- 
ly used by the Most 
Progressive Sunday- 
schools. 


Ten Other 
Popular Numbers 




















Easter,Mothers’ Day & Children's Day Supplies 


WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 











Suffering Christians 


Starvation faces Christian workers and their 
children in Russia. Food can be bought 
only by cards issued by the government, 
and these are denied to Christian ministers 
and missionaries. Food may be purchased 
for them, so funds are sorely needed. 


Pray regularly for the physical and spir- 
itual relief of Russia. Give to meet this 
crying need as the Lord has prospered you. 
We must not fail these brethren in this time 
of such acute need. Do it NOW. 


Room 411-A, 156 Filth Avenue, New York 











Christian 
Service Quarterly 


The °* Christian Service Quarterly’’ 
the most anique Service + alae 
published. 


Dr. Neighbour furnishes material 
fully original, including topics with fit- 
ting comments, to be used in weekly 
meetings by both advanced young 
people and adult classes. 

Pastor Tulga, im a fundamentally 
sound way, presents notes and com- 
»ments following the senior C. E. Topics. 

Pastor Nicholas supplies most inter- 
esting, entertaining and Biblical com- 
ments following the Junior C. E. Tepics. 


All the above in the same. Quarterly. 








PRICE, 15¢. 
Address : 

UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
‘Box 680 Cleveland, Ohio 

















The Interleaved Teachers’ S. S. Quarterly 


is a convenient help for every teacher. Single copy 
r5 cents. Per year 50 cents. Sample of present Quar- 
ter now 10 cents. 


THE GOSPEL MINISTER, Westfield, Indiana. 








VISUAL EVANGELS 
(Gospel Object Lessons). Free Sample With Object 
ARNOLD C. WESTPHAL, SALEM, OHIO 
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] freewill offerings in the meetings to meet 


his expenses. 

Here is a list of the principal cities 
included in Mr. Harkness’ proposed itin- 
erary. These indicate the route he plans 
to follow, and he hopes to have meetings 
in a large number of intervening towns. 


April 4.—Leave .South Pasadena, Cal. 

“ g-12.—Phoenix, Ariz. 
17-19.—E] Paso, Tex. 
24-26.—Amarillo, Tex. 

May 1-3.—Oklahoma City, Okla. 

* 9-12—St. Louis. 
16-18.—Indianapolis, Ind. 

“« 22-24.—Dayton, Ohio. 

“ 26—Columbus, Ohio. 

“ 28.—Wheeling, W. Va. 

“ 29 to June 1.—Pittsburgh. 
— 6-7.—Buffalo. 

“  10-12.—Toronto, Can, 

“ 14.—Buffalo. 

“ ~=16.—Rochester. 
18.—Syracuse. 
20.—Montrose, Pa. 
24.—Allentown, Pa, 
27-29.—New York City. < 
June 30 to July 1.—Atlantic City, N. J. 
July 4-12.—Keswick, N. J. 

“ 16.—Paterson, N. J. 

“ 18, 19.—Hartford. 

“ 25, 26.—Concord, N. H. 


“ 


It is suggested that pastors of churches, 
and others who are interested, should 
communicate as soon as may be with Mr. 
Robert Harkness at 1632 Huntington 
Drive, South Pasadena, Cal. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother’Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Before I was a Chris- 
tian, some one once tricked me and by main 
force caused me to do something against 
my will. It has always hurt me more than 
I can tell to think that this person would 
sacrifice my feelings to such an extent for 
selfish reasons, consequently it has been hard 
to forgive. 

Since becoming a Christian, I have prayed 
much for God’s help to forgive, and some- 
times I feel I can and then again I simply 
can’t; but I know I must forgive every one. 
Why do I nat feel a constant forgiveness? 
Please help me. 

Then there is still another side to the 
problem. Satan is constantly nagging me 
with this idea: Suppose your closest asso- 
ciates find out about this circumstance, you 
will never be able to prove to them your 
innocence in the matter. They will lose con- 
fidence in you, and they will suffer disap- 
pointment in you which will result in misery 
for all. 

Mother Ruth, is it wrong on my part to 
ask God to spare them this disappointment 
by asking Him to keep it from them, since it 
can never be undone? I do not feel that it 
is asking God to hide any sin on my part, 
because I did not want to do it and have 
held ever since nothing. but deep regret. I 
know God forgets our sins and puts them 
as far from him as the East is from the 
West, but that is not what worries me. 
Satan is always reminding me that some day 
he will bring it to the knowledge of others 
and cause them to suffer, and I will not be 
able to prove my innocence. Mother Ruth, 
is it wrong for me to pray and ask God to 
prevent Satan from bringing this to light? 
I know God is abundantly able, but I do 
not know if I have a right to ask this par- 
ticular request of him; I cannot see how it 
would be a selfish request. 
you can help me. 


Y DEAR GIRL: When God for 
Christ’s sake forgives, the sin is 
“blotted out of remembrance.” Can you 
not so appreciate the forgiveness which 
God grants you that you will forgive 
“trespasses,” as he forgives yours? “All 
have sinned, and come short,” and there 
is no one in whom there is no sin, but 
the blessed Saviour. Forgive this evil 
doer, and accept your own forgiveness 
from your Saviour. And forget it, for 
the blood is sufficient to cover and wash 
away all sin. 
You have now a great opportunity to 
place upon the Lord Jesus this burden 
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THE CHILD’S BIBLE 


Fascinating Bible Stories in actual words of the Bible. 


American Standard Version. 


Broadus Robertson. 
gives the full dramatic effect when read aloud, and is the result 
of long experience of a mother with her three children. 

The stories and the characters,together with the attractive full page 
make this‘a book which appeals to the child, 
and can also be read with interest by the parents. This is a volume, 
not only for the home and opening exercises in schools, but 
wherever a clearer view of the Bible is needed, and may lead many, 
younger and older, to read the Bible with pleasure, and to under- 
stand its message. 


Dr. James Stalker of Aberdeen, Scotland, writes :— 


“I feel proud of the skill and perfection with which 
have accomplished what the learned in both 
America and Europe are attemptiig with far more 


colored illustrations, 


you 


fuss but far less success.” 





hel 
i os BIBLE 
| —_ IN 


Tells the Bible stories 


Ht 


Selected and arranged by Filla 
in Bible language, 


Evéry part of the Bible is to be read in 
| the light of the Bible “as a whole, and this 
mt clear view of the whole can be gained by 
seeing the great consecutive events pass 
rapidly as in a moving picture. 


This book is printed in a clear easy read- 
ing type and attractively bound in blue 
cloth, with illustrated panel cover, and 
with a colored jacket, 12mo. Price, $1.25. 


Procure copy from your bookseller 


or the publisher. 





THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 381-A, Fourth Ave., New York 











Thank you if 








that Satan is trying to force you to 
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Sunday School Register 


A Remarkable Success, Something You 
School Room. 


which are attached stee! hangers 


figures. 


tendance a 
Offerin 
Roll, 


Extra Steel Hangers, 


‘ear 


Slides, price, 5 cts. eac 


Ago, Offerm 
a Year Ago, Record Offering, 
ome Department, Hymns, Psalms, Boys, Girls, Bibles. 


$4.00 Postpaid 

35 cents each, postpaid. 
Extra figures,-40 cts. per set of 60. 
We will make to order ear other slides wanted for 25 cts. each. 


rice 


Neat, Attractive, Showy 


This Register is made of sheet steel, size sixteen inches wide, to 
grooved for receiving slides and 
We furnish with each Regi- ster one top piece and five 
hangers, with set of 60 figures and SIX LEEN slides as follows: 


Enrollment, Attendance Today, Attendance Last Sunday, At- 
Offering Last Sunda 
cord Attendance, Cradle 
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Church Activities 
Wall Roll 


This wall roll should be prominently dis- 
played in every church. It lists all the ac- 
tivities of all the departments of the church 
in such a manner as to prevent confusion 
and duplication of dates. It enables the 
head of each department to arrange future 
meetings without conflicting with any other 
church meetings. Its use will be a constant 
help to the Pastor, the church secretary, and 
the head of each department, and it will 
present to every member of the church a 
complete and accurate announcement of 
every future church meeting. Roll consists 
of twelve monthly sheets. A record for one 
year. Price One Dollar. 


Our Easter catalogue is now ready for 
mailing. It contains many new items for 
Easter and also many helpful things for 
Spring and Summer activities. It is free 
for the asking. 


Get your name on our mailing list and 
receive our various special day catalogues. 


HAMMOND PUBLISHING COMPANY 
125 E. Wells Street 


(Dept. E. S.) 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Happy 
Christian 


These are actual photographs of a 
few of hundreds of men and women 
who have written words of praise 
for the annuity plan chat helps 
distribute the Word of God 


You, tO, witt find 


in the annuity plan of the 
American Bible Society a form 
of investment which brings 
happiness, financial security, 
and freedom from worry for 
the rest of your life. 


Its absolute safety is guaranteed 
by the substantial resources of 
this great world-wide Society 
which has been distributing 
the Scriptures since 1816. 


This little book is 
yoursfor the asking. 
Write for it NOW! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor Place, N.Y. 
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of New York 


**IT am happy to know 
that as long as I live I 
will receive each an- 
nuity payment with- 
out fail.’’ 








The Rev. H. K. S. 

of California 
**lenjoya liberal rate, 
and the annuity checks 
come twice a year, 
always promptly when 
due.’’ 


Mr. E., P. B. 
of Florida 


‘*The annuity plan 
provides a permanent 
and convenient in- 
come. I need only to 
deposit the. _ 
nual check 


Mrs. S. G. H. 

of Missouri 
**I consider the Soci- 
ety’s work as second 
to none in furthering 
Christ’s kingdom upon 
the earth.”’ 





oes 





5 








Street 





City 

















carry. Yield it to God and give it all 
to him, and he will be sufficient to pro- 
tect you and “cover you with his wings.’ 
Take the Ninety-first Psalm as yours, 
and believe it, and let God be your 
refuge, and do not allow Satan to dis- 
turb you. It is generally a good rule to 
follow that, unless some one is wronged 
by withholding confession, it is usually 
better not to confess sin to anyone but 
God alone. 

Tell Satan, once for all, that your God 
knows and that he must deal with God, 
and that you will not argue the matter 
any more. Satan loves to nag and de- 
stroy your happiness if he can. Don’t 
allow him to do it, but tell him you have 
passed the whole matter over to your 
Refuge, and that he will care for you, 
no matter what comes. Trust God with 
the whole thing, and do not allow your 
mind t@ dwell upon it. As you pass it 
over to him, pass it over, and never take 
it back. What a blessed relief that will 
be, I’know. So do it, and when Satan 
tries to refresh your memory, be just 
as active in telling him it is all com- 
mitted to your Father in Heaven. 

Talk it over with God and ask him 
anything you want to, for that is your 
privilege, but trust him to deal with the 
whole matter, 
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The Victorious Life 


The Winter Conference 


HE Winter Victorious Life Confer- 

ence, with afternoon and _ evening 
meetings, will be held March 18-21 in| 
the Arch Street Methodist Episcopal | 
Church, Broad and Arch Streets, Phila- 
delphia. The Winter Conference always | 
gives a fine opportunity for reunion and 
spiritual refreshment for those who have 
attended one or more of the Summer | 
Conferences at Keswick, N. J. It is} 


hoped that many will take advantage of | 


these meetings. 
Further information may be obtained | 


from the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 





With the New Books 








Harry Rimmer’s Booklets on 
Science and the Bible 


(Research Science Bureau, Inc., 5141 
Angeles Mesa Drive, Los Angeles, 
25 cents each.) 


ECAUSE we are living in a scientific 

age and are interested in scientific 
things many readers of THE SuNpDAyY 
ScHooLt Times will be glad to know about 
the recently published booklets by Harry 
Rimmer of Los Angeles. While they all 
deal with science and the Bible, they fall 
into three groups: (1) Science and the 
Bible, (2) Science and Evolution, (3) 
Science and Miracles. 

The titles in the first group are: Mod- 
ern Science and the First. Fundamental, 
The Harmony of Science and the Scrip- 
tures, Modern Science im an Ancient 
Book, The Chronology of the Bible, Mod- 
ern Science and the Prologue of Genesis, 
Modern Science and the First Day of 
Genesis, Modern Science and the Second 
Day of Creation, and Modern Science 
and the Third Day of Creation. 

The titles in the second group are: 
The Facts of Biology and the Theories 
of Evolution, Embryology and the Reca- 
pitulation Theory, The Theories of Evo- 
lution and the Facts of Paleontology, 
The Theories of Evolution and the Facts 
| of Human Antiquity, and Monkeyshines, 

Fakes, Fables, Facts, Concerning Evo- 

| lution. 
The titles in the third group are: A 
Scientist’s Viewpoint of the Virgin 
Birth, Modern Science, Jonah and the 
Whale, Modern Science and the Long 
| Day of Joshua, and Modern Science, 
Noah's Ark, and the Deluge. 
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There is a booklet, too, on Spiritism, 
and a debate, Resolved that the Creation 
Days in Genesis were zxons, not Solar 
Days. 

These little books are so interesting 
because they deal with great and eternal 
questions. What is life? Who is God? 
Whence came the universe? ‘Science 
and the Bible,” we read, “are not in con- 
flict — they are each supplemental to the 
other. .. . Who among you is so simple 
as to cast aside a Book that has remained 
unchanged for two thousand years for 
theories that change every two decades ?” 
Concerning the wisdcm of modern 
times, Mr. Rimmer calls our attention 
to the Book of Job written four thou- 
sand years ago. He tells about a group 
of scientists writing an examination on 
the forty questions in chapter thirty-eight. 
The best grade on the basis of one hun- 
dred was thirty-five. Job does not try 
to answer these questions. To know 
that one does not know is often evidence 
of wisdom: 

In the fourth volume, Mr. Rimmer 
holds that Archbishop Ussher’s date, 4004 
B. C., for the creation story in Genesis 
is too recent. From tables and data that 
he gives he arrives at the probable date 
for Adam as 5862 B. C 

Genesis may be interpreted in many 
ways. The “days” in chapter one, for 
instance, may be (1) twenty-four hour 
days, (2) one thousand-year days, or (3) 
geological ages. Mr. Rimmer gives the 
evidence in favor of a solar day of twen- 
ty-four hours. His opponent in the de- 
bate, Dr. Riley of Minneapolis, gives the 
evidence in favor of zons or geological 
age-days. Both Dr. Riley and Mr. Rim- 
mer are stanch Fundamentalists. 

The world of botany was created on 
the third day. There are many things in 
the plant world that illustrate beauty, de- 
sign, and usefulness. Mr. Rimmer writes 
about some of these: ‘What a strange 
and divine contrast is this; sinning man 
in the first book of the Bible, cast out 
of Paradise lest he eat of the tree of life 
and live forever ; and the forgiven, re- 
deemed sinner in the last book of the 
Bible freely invited to eat of this same 
tree that he might live forever.” 

Mr. Rimmer is right in saying that 
evolution is philosophy and not science. 
Yet the adherents of evolution formulate 
their evidence from the fields of science. 
“It is rather startling to learn that the 
farther we go into biology, and the deeper 
we delve into its mysteries, the less prob- 
able the theory of evolution becomes.” 
The fixity of species, degeneration, and 
design are in turn discussed. One of 
the conclusions reached is that the indi- 
vidual in its development does not repeat 
the history of the race. 

Again: “Luke, the doctor, says that 
Jesus Christ was virgin born; that a bio- 
logical miracle actually occurred and he 
had no father in the flesh. I would 
take the word of the doctor who was liv- 
ing at the time Christ was born, who 
knew the circumstances of the case and 
talked with eyewitnesses . . . against the 
word of a doctor, by courtesy so-called, 
who knows nothing of the fact and who 
was born two thousand years later.” 

These books are written so that the 
general reader can understand them. They 
deal with present-day science. The evi- 
dence is clear and the logic compelling. 


1 


Joan of the Journal. By Helen Diehl 
Olds. (D. Appleton and Co., New York 
City, $2.) The summer Joan Martin 
was fourteen years old was full of thrills 
for her. From babyhood her highest am- 
bition had been to work on a newspaper, 
particularly the one owned by her Uncle 
John and of which her father had been 
editor until his death. This summer her 
ambition is fulfilled in her brother who 
becomes cub reporter for her uncle’s 
paper. Joan feels the responsibility and 
works almost as hard as her brother that 
he may make good. She makes herself 
so valuable to all in the office, from the 
editor down, that she is regarded as one 
of the regular force. How successfully 
she worked out a difficult assignment, 
how she procured an important picture 
when every one else had failed, how she 
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that threatened to ruin her uncle-and the 
newspaper, and other exciting incidents, 
are told in this very interesting book for 
girls. Joan is a wholesome, active, and 
lovable girl, eager to be a useful citizen 
of her community. She is so true and 
kind, and so deeply interested in all things 
“of good report,” that the reader feels 
instinctively that she must be a Christian 
girl, although no mention is made of her 
relation to the church and Sunday-school. 
The world would be the better for more 
girls like “Joan of the Journal.” 





| Children at Home 





The Lost Ten-Dollar Bill 


A true story 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6¢T)LEASE, Madam, Miss Ruby Hoover 
has called to see you.” 

“Oh, what a nuisance! Just when I 
am so busy, too. Show her into the 
sitting room, Ruth. Another subscrip- 
tion to the Deaf, Dumb, Blind, or Im- 
becile, I suppose,” and Ruth’s mistress 
sighed wearily as she glanced over her 
littered desk with all its papers and let- 
ters lying about. 

She was a very busy woman and spent 
many.an hour at her desk under the 
open window, which as usual on this 
breezy spring morning was opened wide. 
Hurriedly she arose, determined to get 
rid of her visitor as soon as possible, 
and return to her more congenial task 
of organizing a big charity concert in 
the town. 

Her little maid Ruth, an orphan from 
a Home in the suburbs, and a bright, 
willing child always anxious to please, 
immediately returned to her mistress’ pri- 
vate room to attend to the fire in her 
absence, as Mrs. Chapman would never 
tolerate any disturbance or noise when 
she was there. 

“Good thing that Miss Hoover called,” 
thought Ruth as she found the fire al- 
most out, “I never can get in to attend 
to it when Madam is here. Then it’s, 
‘Ruth! Ruth! Ruth! whyever do you 
let the fire go out?’ and she that mad if 
I attempt to come in to see to it. Dear, 
dear! I do believe it’s going to be real 
stubborn; I must light some paper and 
coax it a bit. I just hope that Miss 
Hoover stays a while”; and Ruth seized 
the waste paper basket and was soon 
absorbed in trying to pet the obstinate 
fire to burn up, with a handful of paper. 
It took her every second of her time to 
succeed, for she had barely gotten it re- 
lighted when her mistress returned with 
a rather vexed expression on her face. 

“There now, Ruth—fire out again! 
Well, weil, run off now. I am fright- 
fully busy, and if anyone else calls, say I’m 
engaged. However will I get through 
this morning’s work, I don’t know.” But 
Mrs. Chapman was not to escape fur- 
ther interruption, for almost immediately 
the phone rang, and her special friend 
announced that there was some dreadful 
hitch about the concert necessitating her 
immediate presence. 

“Ruth, Ruth, tell Cook I won't be 
home to lunch,” and scrambling into her 
motor Mrs. Chapman rolled off a string 
of orders enough to bewilder any little 
maid’s brain, but Ruth was wonderfully 
intelligent for her fourteen years, and 
seldom forgot anything. She was so de- 
lighted that so far she had given satis- 
faction in this her first place, and the 
matron, a kind motherly friend to all 
her girls, was so pleased and proud of 
her success. 

Ruth had a very sad history. Until 
she was ten she had lived in the wretched 
tenement she had called home. She had 
been a thoroughly wild, naughty child 
when she came into the orphanage, but 
Christian love and patience had con- 
quered in the end, and Ruth had gradu- 
ally but truly come to find that life was 
a new thing when lived for the Saviour 
“who had died to make -her good.” 








was instrumental in solving the mystery 


_ To the matron’s joy she had shown 
in the Home that she meant to try and 
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Lesson for February 22 





LET your GIFT 
\TO FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PAY YOU 
A LIFE INCOME 


You can make a generous gift 
to foreign missions and have a 

‘ needed income for yourself 
and others from the money 
you give by the 


Annuity Gift Plan 


This plan relieves pence of uncertainty 
and worry caused by changing values 
ot invested funds and assures you a 
fixed income of . 


4% % to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


A reserve fund of over $1,500,000 
guarantees the prompt payment of 
annuities to you. 
Protect yourself. against loss 
through unwise investments 
and at the same time help send 
the gospel to all the world. 
For full information wmte 
t F. Hall, Secret 
we pep me 
| BoarD OF FOREIGN MisSIONS 


of the Presbyterian Church,-U.S.A. 








156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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90% IRIS COLLECTION 


large, fragrant, 50c Reds; 3 
mg fragrant, 50e Lavenders; 
a aiso 1 beautiful Pink tor prompt ord- 
= All labeled; soon: full instruc- 
uld retail for $2.25. Three 
lections for Sone —_ Planted | April 
Sot, should bloom in Ma Order 
——— a "right time. You will love Lg | bia. “ittle 
tion—sweetest offer we ever made. Yn Ae ten beau- 
titul, cheap collections oe, Tris literature f 
OTWELL IRIS FIELDS $3 Carlinville, Hilinois 





’ You can be quickly cured, if you. 


/STAMMER 


Send 10 cents + § a ony book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, Care.”’ it tells how I cured 
we after ee 20 years. 

11468 


Bogue Bldg., 1147 N. Mlinois St Indianapali 








»\, ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


ndividual 
J Glasses 


FINEST 
Workmansmip & 
Lowest Prices. Se d 


lalog 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room g53, 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


A New Member of the 
. Catieura Family 
CUTICURA 
Shaving Cream 
my A beard-softener and a 
= skin-tonic combined ! 
At all Seater’ sy cent postpaid on 
ij bas — 


eect See Agee eas 


“For the Love of Mankind” 


is the title of a carefully written, beautifully illus- 
trated brochure, which dlacetiees how thousands 
of churches have satisfied the spiritual hunger of 
the hard of hearing. . . Jpon request, we will 
send youa FREE copy. 

Dictograph Products Co., Inc., Dept. 63T, 
220 West 42nd Street, ‘New York, N.Y. 























| it proved, for search as they might, the 











ALLOONS 


please the Lord Jesus in all the ways 
large and small that she could find. The 
kindly “Mother” had therefore sent her 
forth with great hopes that Ruth would 
make good, and she felt that Ruth really 
wanted to do right. 

Mrs. Chapman was an important mem- 
ber of the Orphanage Board and she 
came to speak highly of her little maid, 
and now for over a year everything had 
been very satisfactory. 

“Mrs. Crane, that fire in Madam’s 
room is out again. Shall I light it, do 
you think? She may be writing there 
again this evening. 

“Well, you could set it, Ruth, and 
then it will be ready if Madam should 
require it,” said the cook, a kindly wo- 
man who always took an interest in the 
little maid. 

Next morning Ruth had hardly fin- 
ished her early morning work when Mrs. 
Chapman came into the room with a 
very worried look on her face. 

“Ruth,” she said, .“I have lost a ten- 
dollar bill. I was just about to enclose 
it in a letter when you cam and told 
me that a visitor had called. Last night 
late I came in to send it off to the shop, 
as it was urgent, but I searched everyr 
where and could not find it. Have you 
seen it when you’ve been dusting around 
this morning?” 

“No, Madam,” said Ruth, “I haven't, 
and if it is not in your desk it’s certainly 
not anywhere in this room.” And so 


bill could not be found anywhere; it was 
certainly gone. 

“Ruth,” said Mrs. Chapman at last, 
“nobody but you came into this room 
after I left it, and I did not lock up my 
papers as I was returning im a few min- 
utes. Are you sure you did not’see it 
a wir|lC- 

“Certain, Madam, Oh,—” as a dread- 
ful thought burst upon her, “you surely 
don’t suspect me of taking it, do you?” 

“Well, Ruth, I don’t want.to do so, 
but it is very strange and inexplicable. 
I feel dreadfully worried about it and 


for the bill could not go without hands!” 

Poor Ruth, her blue eyes were full of 
distress as she realized she was under 
suspicion, and would probably be so un- 
til the bill was found. Frantically they 
searched all day and left nothing undis- 
turbed. At.last Mrs. Chapman looked 
very gravely at her little maid. Poor 
Ruth — what a bitter thing it was to have 
had Father and Mother who had been in 
prison for theft! They had suspected 
her at first in the Home on the least pre- 
text, and alas! not always unjustly in 
those early days, but now,— to be doubted 
and considered a thief nearly broke the 
little girl’s heart. 

“Oh, God,” she sobbed, “can’t one ever 
get goin’ straight without the Devil tryin’ 
his best to knock one down? You know 
I never even saw that wretched old bill, 
and supposin’ I had I would never have 
touched it. You wouldn’t have let me 
I know,” and Ruth’s eyes were full of 
tears. 

Mrs. Chapman had her little maid’s 
one small box searched, but the bill could 
not be found high or low among Ruth’s 
few possessions. This, however, was not 
accepted as any proof of innocence, but 
rather pointed to artful hiding, and Ruth 
was urged to confess. When she kept 
on maintaining her complete ignorance, 
things did not improve for her. Her mis- 
tress seemed to have made up her mind 
that Ruth must be guilty and she always 
acted on her beliefs. 

“IT think you had better go back to 
the Orphanage at once, though I fear 
Matron cannot get you another place for 
a. long time, Ruth. Indeed, until this 
matter is somehow cleared up it is bet- 
ter you should be there. I will phone and 
tell her you are going this evening.” 

Ruth could not reply for tears choked 
her voice for some minutes. She was 
genuinely fond of her mistress and the 
disgrace bit deep into her very heart. 

“Please, Madam, may I just rake out 
the firepiace and light it before I go? 
It’s so cold for you sitting here, and the 





seme Book Free. Sampler 20 balloons 
mes. Party lot 100 for dollar bill. 
WYANDOT COMPANY, GALION, OHIO 


| let me,” 


fire is out again. Please, Madam, just 
and Ruth’s eyes were full of 
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I do wish you could tell me something, | 
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the child’s pale wistful face, her service 
had always been so willing, so she could 
not find it in her heart to refuse. 

Ruth applied herself to her task with 
a sorely aching heart, but suddenly she 
stopped and uttered a cry of joy and 


LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


* Jewish Mission Bonds’’ is the title of a 


surprise ~ ny we would like you to read. Itis yours 
7 ‘ ° ’ or the askin ust sa Send me - 
Oh! Madam, Madaim, look quick!” for let, ‘Jewish Mint Bonds. ili 
among the half-burned coke and ashes No obligations, and no further solicitation— 


not a word. 


she had picked out a much crumpled and We -only want to get our story 


= r “TL. ~ to ycu; then we'll leave it between you and 
charred : te n-dollar bill. : Thank God, the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
thank God,” cried Ruth in greatest ex- should have a share in your Annuity gifts, 
citement, “I knew He would set me right! 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Bless Him forever.” 

It was indeed so, a mischievous breeze 
had evidently carried the bill into the 
waste paper basket, and, Ruth in trying 
to light the fire had used it crushed up 
among other papers. But the wonder of 
it all was that three times that: fire had 
been lighted, and yet it had not burned 
the bill beyond recognition! 

Oh, the joy in Ruth’s smiling face as 
she said to her mistress, “God did not 
forget me, you see. Oh! whyever did I 
doubt Him? I’m so ashamed of myself.” 
“Ah, Ruth,” said her -nistress, “I think 
this has taught us all a lesson. At any 
rate it has shown us clearly that nothing 
that happens to any of His children is 
too small for His care.’ 


WortTHINnG, Sussex, Ena, 




















SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts— 100% to 
the field. 

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 


NATIVE PREACHER CO., 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., 





Inc. 
Ridgewood, N. J. 


CHRISTIAN DOCTOR 


or Medical Student wanted as Counsellor and Doc- 
tor of Christian Camp for Boys in the Adirondacks 
Address Alfred A, Kunz, Director, Tenafly, N. J. 




















Theodore Roosevelt 
found delight in “How 
Firm a Foundation.”’ 





352 Musical nunibers. 
ages of Responsive Reading 
ible Prayers, Index, etc. 


of their profound 
power f& inspire and Save 


«4444 In the background of the life of every 
great man you are likely to find the influence of 
a praying mother and a favorite hymn. 


- 





Benjamin Franklin 

was greatly moved by 

“When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.”’ 


“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” contains the beloved 
hymns of the great men pictured and many more time- 
tried favorites as well as the best of the newer hymns and 
Gospel songs. All the musical numbers included have been 
chosen for their appealing messages and singable qualities, 


The Song Book of the Nation 


Churches in city, town and hamlet throughout America 
and the world have found the words and music-in “Tab- 
ernacle Hymns Number Three” perfectly adapted to 
every need of Sunday School, Church Services, Evangel- 
istic meetings, Missionary gatherings, Conferences, Young 
People’s Rallies and Radio Programs. .. . .. The especially 
strong Responsive Readings, Bible Prayers and Worship 
Section is universally commended. 





John Philip Sousa 

secures strength and 

comfort from ‘Abide 
With Me.” 





Clearly printed on good paper and attractively bound in 
beautiful dark green silk cloth with title gold. embossed, 
red edges: $55.00 per hundred; 70c per copy, not pre- 
paid. Also in durable green paper covers: $35.00 per 
hundred, not prepaid. 
Orchestrated (11 instruments 
in 8 books): single copy $2.25; 
complete set 8 books, $16.00. 


Mail the coupon today fer returnable 
sample copy. 


John D. Rockefeller 

voices deep regard for 

the sturdy plainness of 

“Tell Me the Old, Old 
Story.”’ 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
352 North Waller Avenue, Chicago, Il. 
As my church is in the market for song books, will you 
— send me a returnable sample copy of “Tabernacle 
ymus Number Three’’. 


Deal direct for prompt shipments. (IMME co cansagacacssebhendbsbsbenesasueacucesessseaons 
TABERNACLE pay et ee ee 


Publishing Company 
352 North Waller Avenue 
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Do You Want a Live Chureh School? | 


Use “Standard” Supplies and Equipment 


The success, interest and helpfulness of the work of the 
Church School depend upon the right kind of supplies. 
Teachers properly equipped have a decided advantage— 


their teaching is more 


the Church School is strengthened and widened. A 





YOUR DEALER 


or Publishing House can supply you 
with all the materials listed on this 
page. If you do not know the dealer 
nearest you we will be glad to send 
his name and address. Be sure you 
get "STANDARD" supplies when 
you order. 














Song Books 
for Little Singers 


A treasure-trove of music especially 
suited to the uncertain voices of 
childheod. For Beginners there are 
Little Songs for Little Singers (paper, 
50c) and More Songs for Little Sing- 
ers (paper, 60c), Each book contains 
about 50 songs, adapted to the un- 
derstanding and use of Beginners. 
For Primary children a new book, 
just off the press, Songs for Primary 
Children (paper, 50c). In addition 
Primary Worship Services (cloth, 
$1.50) and Songs for Children (cloth, 
90c) provide songs for every purpose 
in the Primary Department. For 
Juniors, A Junior Hymnal (paper, 
$25 per 100; cloth, $45 per 100), 
Junior Hymn Stories (paper, 25c), 
and Jeavels for Juniors (cloth, $40 
per 100; Limp, $25 per 100), supply 
every music need. Our music book- 
let, ‘‘Gospel Music Aids for All 
Church Services’? will be sent on 
request. Write for it today. 


resultful, and the influence of 
inspiration, new attendance. 


We Specialize in Church School Supplies 


Through more than six generations of Church School growth and development, The Standard 
Publishing Co. has been foremost among publishers in creating finer and better helps for Church 
School work. Today no more complete or genuinely helpful materials can be found anywhere— 
every element and phase of “‘$t-ndard”’ supplies is built sguare/y and solely on the Bible. 


Attendance Record and Reward 
NEW : DISTINCTIVE : BEAUTIFUL 


Unquestionably the finest Church School attendance record ever offered — it is built on 
the Bible! The complete set includes twelve cards, beautifully lithographed in colors with 
inspicing reproductions of world famous Biblical paintings, each picture accompanied by 
an appropriate Scripture verse. A gold star is used to record attendance; a red ‘star for 
each Sunday absent. At the end of the-quarter the record is presented to the scholar. 


Educational, Unique, Inspirational, Biblical 


Nothing so quickly attracts the child as a charming picture. Older children, too, are taken 
with the beauty of these cards for they impart through the eye the sweet messages of the 
Bible, in soft, warm, appealing color. You will be pleased with these cards, and they will 
win instant approval from your classes. wees IY 


school can be only as good as its teaching staff and 
the equipment of that staff. Give your teachers 
“Standard” supplies and watch your Church School take 
on new life, new vigor, new interest, new activity, new 





YOUR DEALER 


or Publishing House can supply you 
with all the materials listed on this 
page. If you do not know the dealer 
nearest you we will be glad to send 
his name and address. Be sure you 
get “STANDARD" supplies when 
you order, 
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The set comprises 12 subjects as follows: No. 623 Visit of the Wise Men; No. 633 Sermon 
on the Mount; No. 624 Jesus and the Children of All Nations ; No. 634 The Boy Christ 
in the Temple; No. 627 The Empty Tomb; No. 630 David and Jonathan; No. 629 The 
Twenty-Third Psalm ; 632 The Lost Sheep; No. 626 The Good Samaritan; No. 631 The 
Baby Moses; No. 628 Triumphal Entry; No. 625 Good Shepherd ; Size of card, 8} x 10 


inches. Per dozen, 36c. _ Gold Stars, 10c per 100. Red Stars,10c per 100. 


Supplies 
for Special Days 


Mothers’ Day, Children’s Day, 
Easter, Rally Day, in fact, all special . 
days in the Church School need extra 


supplies and careful planning to make -- 


them a success. There are “ Stand- 
ard’? Attendance Cards; Pageanta;. 
Plays, Souvenirs, Gifts and Rewards: 
for all occasions. 


Color—that magic which brightens 
and cheers and inspires—plays a 
vital part in ‘‘ Standard” suppliess 
Attendance post cards in full colora, 
with picture and message fitted to 
the special occasion ; beautifully 
printed Biblical award cards in many 
sizes on many subjects are available 
at prices so low as to make generous 
distribution possible. Each iliustra- 
tion a masterpiece. 


When planning for Mothers’ Day, 
Rally Day or any other outstand. 


ing day in the Church School, ask. 


for ‘‘Standard”’ supplies. Our line 
of such helps is the most complete 
to be found anywhere. 





Plans and Stories 
Nursery Class 


for the 


Every Church should havea 
Vacation Bible School 


Six Outstanding Books 
Bible Story Readers 


he 





son leaflets for the child. 





Used in thousands of schools, where 
this marvelously fine work by Louise 
M. Oglevee is considered the utmost 
in Nursery Class work. Beautiful 
beyond words, complete to the smallest 
detail, comprehensive in its teaching, 
this Nursery Class course offers the 
ideal solution to one of the most urgent 
of Church School problems. The com- 
plete course includes teacher’s text 
book with 52 lessons ; 12 lerge pictures 
in full color for class work and 52 les- 
Nothing is left out. 


FREE Demonstration Outfit 


willbe sent on request. The complete outfit will be mailed 
on approval to your-Sunday School. Nursery Department. 
It is the finest Nursery Class materials you have ever seen, 
but if you cannot use it, simply return it te us at our 


expense. 


Consult .your local dealer for prices. 





For your Vacation Bible School 
you Want materials that have been 
tried and approved by leaders. 
Every ‘‘ Standard’’ Vacation Bible 
School Course is unconditionally 
guaranteed to be the most com- 
plete course obtainable, educa- 
tionally superior in content, and 
convenient to use. All book ma- 
terials necessary for the work of 
each teacher is found in the ONE 
book provided for that teacher. 
Makes teaching easier and more 
direct. ‘Takes guess work, hesi- 
tancy and what-will-we-do-next ? 
out of the Vacation Bible School. 


Write for new FREE DVBS manual 


giving full details of the ‘ Stanaard”’ courses covering three years each in the 
Kindergarten, Primary and Junior Grades, and two years in the Intermediate. 
Booklet is a manual en Vacation Bible School Practice. 

















1008 pages,406 pictures,6.volumes. ,_. = 
This is the brief story of Standard : 
Bible Story Readers. But such pic- 
tures! Full of color, beautiful 
and inspiring. The Bible stories 
themselves and just the kind you 
yourself would like to write for 
your own child. The six volumes 
are graded from six to twelve years 
of age, each book adapted in lan- 
guage, tvpe, illustration and sub- 
ject matter to each grade group. 
The author, Lillie A. Faris, has 
the ability to reach the hearts of 
children, with her books. 





Sample Pages and Prospectus FREE 
Write for this prospectus. See for yourself the beauty of the pages of Bible 
Stoty Readets! You will marvel at the treasure of love, beauty and service 
which is opened to the'child in,the pages of Standard Bible Story Readers. - 





All “Standard” supplies are sold under a money- 
back guarantee — you must be satisfied. There 
are thousands of items not mentioned on this page 
which you will find useful and helpful im your 


Church work. Forms and records of all kinds are 
available—at prices which will interest you. If your 
dealer cannot supply you, write us and we will 
recommend a dealer who will be glad to serve you. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Sth and CUTTER STS. 


Dept. SS-27 





CINCINNATI, OHIO 
































































